L  I  E)  I^AFLY 

OF   THE 

UN  IVER5ITY 

or    ILLINOIS 

62.5 

SiT6 

V.  2 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign 


http://www.archive.org/details/sirrodolphofhaps02lond 


,'^^ 


SIR  RODOLPH  OF  HAPSBURG. 

VOL.  II. 


SIR  RODOLPH   OF   HAPSBURG, 


AN 


HISTORICAL  ROMANCE. 


IN  THREE  VOLUMES. 


VOL  11. 


LONDON: 

M.    ILEY,    SOMERSET    STREET,    PORTMAN    SQUARE 
AND    BELL    AND    BRADFUTE,  EDINBURGH. 


MDCCCXXXIV. 


W.  Dav>,  Printer,  Gilbert- street,  Groivenor-square. 


8^3 


SIR  RODOLPH  OF  HAPSBURG, 


CHAPTER  I. 

When  Hugo  actually  presented  himself 
with  his  attendants,  and  silently  announ- 
ced^ that  the  preparations  were  all  ready, 
Ethelinda's  courage  almost  failed,  at  the 
idea  of  abandoning  herself  to  the  honour 
of  the  squire  and  his  companions,  but 
Matilda,  with  her  usual  good  sense  and 
firmness,  demanded,  if  they  could  fall  into 
worse  custody  than  that  of  the  bloody 
Rinaldo,  and  his  more  specious  employer? 
The  question  was  unanswerable  ;  and  her 
mother  fully  re-assured,  willingly  accom- 
panied her  gallant  conductors. 

At  first  they  advanced  with  great  cau- 
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tion,  and  with  silent  steps,  until  they 
passed  the  boundaries  of  the  camp,  the 
ladies  being  supported  by  the  vigorous 
arms  of  the  men,  Hugo  himself  leading 
the  way,  and  feeling  the  ground  with  a 
spear,  to  avoid  the  frequent  pits  and 
chasms,  with  which  the  forest  abounded. 
Every  thing  succeeded  to  their  wish,  and 
after  four  hours  of  great  and  harrassing 
exertions,  arriving  at  the  banks  of  the  ra- 
vine, they  prepared  to  make  their  dan- 
gerous descent,  in  which  they  were  now 
slightly  aided  by  the  faint  glimmer  of  the 
friendly  moon.  The  attempt  was  more 
difficult  than  Hugo  had  at  first  anticipa- 
ted, and  required  the  most  incredible 
efforts,  before  they  succeeded  in  assisting 
the  ladies  in  safety  to  the  bottom,  on 
reaching  which,  the  place  of  their  first 
concealment,  soon  presented  itself. 

The  cave  was  tolerably  spacious,  and 
formed  of  sandstone,  which  rendered  it 
perfectly  dry;  it  had  been  accidently  dis- 
covered by  Hugo  in  the  early  part  of  the 
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summer,  when  pursued  by  a  party  of  free- 
booters, from  whom  he  had  a  narrow 
escape:  the  mouth  was  impervious  to  the 
view,  being  concealed  by  disjointed  masses 
of  rock,  and  innumerable  creeping  plants: 
many  dried  leaves,  driven  by  the  winter's 
blast,  had  found  refuge  in  the  recess^  and 
now  served  to  form  a  temporary  bed  for 
the  exhausted  females,  who  after  par- 
taking of  some  refreshment,  gladly  availed 
themselves  of  its  invitinof  comfort,  and 
wrapping  themselves  in  their  large  man- 
tles, sought  the  assistance  of  sleep  to 
recruit  their  strength,  for  new  exertions: 
but  all  in  vain,  as  feverish  anxietv  drove 
repose  from  their  weary  eyelids,  and  they 
continued  to  listen  in  breathless  attention, 
at  every  slight  rustle  of  the  leaves,  when 
influenced  by  the  passing  breeze. 

Their  conductor  embraced  this  opportu- 
nity of  detailing  the  outline  of  his  intended 
operations,  and  said  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  remain  four  and  twenty  hours 
in  their  present  situation,  until  the  heat  of 
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the  pursuit  and  search  was  over ;  that  they 
must  then  endeavour  to  reach  the  banks  of 
the  Limnat,  and  follow  its  course  until 
they  arrived  at  the  small  tower  of  Sweitz- 
herg,  from  the  proprietor  of  which  they 
would  easily  obtain  protection,  and  a  safe 
escort  from  thence  to  the  castle  of  Haps- 
hurg. 

Hugo  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  the 
imminent  peril  they  must  run ;  and  since 
they  could  only  proceed  by  night,  their 
progress  must  be  naturally  slow,  particu- 
larly as  necessity  would  compel  them,  for 
the  sake  of  concealment,  to  make  great 
detours,  and  pursue  the  most  unfrequented 
paths;  it  behoved  them  also  to  watch  over 
the  consumption  of  their  scanty  provisions 
with  great  jealousy,  from  the  danger  and 
difficulty  of  procuring  supplies.  Ethelinda 
thanked  them  with  the  most  touching  gra- 
titude for  their  generous  conduct,  and  pro- 
mised to  reward  them  richly  for  their  ser- 
vices when  she  arrived  at  Sir  Rodolph's 
castle. 
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Their  escape  was  discovered  about  three 
hours  after  their  departure,  and,  although 
Rinaldo  raved  with  disappointment,  he 
yet  embraced  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  discover  the  route  of  the  fugitives ;  par- 
ties were  dispatched  in  every  direction, 
and,  as  day  dawned,  the  strictest  search 
commenced  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood— bush,  hollow,  covert,  all  were 
closely  examined,  and  the  terrified  in- 
mates of  the  cave  heard  the  voices  and 
shouts  of  their  pursuers  in  every  direction 
around  them;  but  their  trejoidation  in- 
creased as  the  men  advanced  to  the  very 
spot  where  they  had  descended  the  banks 
of  the  ravine;  and  their  words  occasioned 
still  greater  apprehension,  when  one  of 
the  party  exclaimed  to  his  comrades  on 
the  opposite  side — > 

"  Why,  Fredericks,  this  appears  a  likely 
place  amongst  those  rocks  below,  covered 
as  they  are  by  bushy  shrubs;  but,  unless 
one  had  wings,  I  should  not  much  like  to 
venture  down  there,  as  no  trace  of  a  path 
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appears,  and  I  do  not  think  the  delicate 
ladies  would  dare  to  trust  their  pretty- 
necks  in  a  jump." 

'^  If  they  have  done  so,  I  shall  not  fol- 
low their  example,"  replied  his  compa- 
nion; and  the  party  advanced  onwards, 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  fugitives. 

As  the  day  approached  its  close,  and 
the  pursuers  appeared  to  be  returning  in 
the  direction  which  they  proposed  to  fol- 
low, hope  again  cheered  them,  and  sleep 
soon  locked  them  in  its  refreshing  em- 
brace. 

They  were  now  about  to  incur  the  great- 
est risk,  as  it  was  necessary  to  ascend  the 
opposite  lofty  and  apparently  inaccessible 
bank  of  the  ravine,  whilst  there  was  yet 
light  enough  to  guide  their  footsteps.  The 
attempt  at  first  entirely  failed,  and  after 
many  reiterated  but  fruitless  efforts,  hope 
began  to  abandon  them,  until  they  fortu- 
nately discovered  a  spot,  where  the  win- 
try torrents  had  imperceptibly  broken  the 
smooth  surface   of  the  rock,  and  finally 
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succeeded  in  climbing  up,  by  means  of  the 
clumps  of  birch  and  thickets  of  hazle, 
around  which  wasformed strong  entangled 
net-work  of  wild  vine  and  other  creepers. 

But  here  their  difficulties  were  by  no 
means  over,  for  Ethelinda  became  too  ex- 
hausted to  proceed — to  hesitate  was  death ; 
and  forming  a  chair  with  their  hands, 
Charles  and  his  cousin  carried  her  into  a 
deep  recess  of  the  forest,  Matilda  re- 
ceiving support  on  Hugo's  arm.  Here 
they  thought  it  prudent  to  remain,  until 
darkness  spreading  its  mantle,  should  ena- 
ble them  to  proceed  in  safety  to  the 
place  in  which  they  proposed  to  pass  the 
day. 

They  had  not  sheltered  themselves  many 
minutes  in  this  spot,  when  a  numerous 
party  advanced  along  the  banks  of  the 
ravine,  and  disturbing  a  deer,  one  of  the 
men  bending  his  bow,  shot  at  the  retreat- 
ing animal,  but  missing  it,  the  bolt  struck 
the  top  of  Charles's  head-piece,  without 
however  doing  any  damage :  they  all  im- 
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mediately  extended  themselves  flat  on  the 
ground,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  these  chance 
shots: — cold  perspiration  bedewed  their 
browSj  and  they  scarcely  dared  to  breathe, 
as  they  heard  the  party  beating  about  the 
bushes  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood: 
the  men  grasped  their  weapons  with  the 
firm  resolution  of  making  a  vigorous  de- 
fence:— it  was  an  awful  moment,  as  the 
shrub  within  a  few  paces  of  them  crushed 
under  the  heavy  blow  of  some  weapon: — 
the  sickness  of  approaching  death  came 
over  the  ladies,  as  the  next  step  of  the 
intruder  would  probably  occasion  their 
discovery,  when  a  sudden  shout  from  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  ravine,  instantly  re- 
called the  straggler  to  his  party,  which 
now  pursued  its  journey  with  rapidity, 
and  the  sounds  of  their  retreating  steps 
were  lost  in  the  distance. 

It  was  instantly  resolved  to  proceed  at 
all  hazards,  and  Ethelinda  being  a  woman 
of  strong  mind,  made  every  exertion;  and 
with  the  occasional  assistance  of  a  wicker 
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chair,  which  they  contrived  to  form,  suc- 
ceeded in  bearing  the  great  fatigue  of  this 
night's  march.  Day  had  just  begun  to 
dawn,  when  they  arrived  at  their  destina- 
tion^  and  although  it  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest,  yet  as  the  underwood  was  par- 
ticularly abundant  in  this  part,  and  afforded 
good  shelter,  they  hoped  to  escape  detec- 
tion, particularly  as  they  had  now  ad- 
vanced a  considerable  distance  from  the 
camp:  here,  by  twisting  branches  together, 
a  comfortable  wngwam  was  formed,  which 
not  only  concealed  but  sheltered  the  fe- 
males from  the  weather,  and  enabled  them 
to  enjoy  repose.  Charles  and  his  cousin 
soon  fell  into  deep  sleep,  as  Hugo  engaged 
to  take  the  first  watch ;  but  nothing  oc- 
curred to  disturb  them.  After  some  hours 
of  rest,  this  part  of  the  forest  being  less- 
frequented^  they  pursued  their  journey, 
whilst  it  was  yet  light,  in  order  to  over- 
come the  intricacies^  as  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  proceed  in  the  dark  without  a  guide, 
there  being  no  regular  path. 
B  3 
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Ethelinda  and  her  daughter  being  quite 
refreshed,  proceeded  with  renewed  alacri- 
ty, until  the  night  was  far  advanced,  when 
they  halted  for  some  time,  but  were 
suddenly  alarmed  by  the  rustling  of  the 
leaves  at  a  short  distance; — then  there  was 
a  pause^  as  if  of  some  person  listening; 
again  the  sound  of  the  cautious  step  reach- 
ed their  ears,  evidently  advancing  towards 
them :  to  move  was  out  of  the  question, 
for  that  would  at  once  betray  them ;  to 
shoot  at  random  in  the  dark  would  be 
useless,  and  attended  with  danger.  Un- 
certain what  course  to  pursue,  they  re- 
mained fixed  in  breathless  silence;  the 
noise  became  louder  and  nearer,  the  fear- 
ful pauses  of  their  wary  foe,  gradually 
approaching,  kept  them  in  feverish  sus- 
pense :  the  rustling  was  now  so  near,  that 
they  strained  their  eyes  to  distinguish  the 
form  of  the  indistinct  mass,  being  in  mo- 
mentary expectation  of  a  sudden  assault. 
The  leaves  were  now  agitated  with  greater 
violence — then  a  fearful  rush,  and all 
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had  passed  away:  the  silence  of  death 
again  reigned  around.  It  was  a  wild  boar, 
or  some  other  beast  of  the  forest. 

They  now  hurried  along  a  beaten  path 
with  considerable  rapidity;  and  it  was  not 
until  nearly  day  dawn  that  they  distin- 
guished the  object  they  were  in  search  of, 
a  small  castellated  tower.  Hugo,  after 
leaving  them  in  a  secure  position,  advanced 
to  reconnoitre,  and  soon  returned  with  the 
welcome  intelligence  that  the  coast  was 
clear.  They  moved  quickly  forward,  for 
it  was  now  broad  day-light,  and  the  road 
was  the  most  frequented  in  the  forest,  and 
soon  entered  the  mansion  of  Anthony 
Leonhardt.  Hugo  held  a  short  conference 
with  him  and  his  wife,  and  obtaining  the 
use  of  their  upper  apartments,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  ladies,  a  simple  but 
welcome  repast  was  soon  served  up,  and 
forgetting  their  late  fatigues  over  a  flask 
of  excellent  wine,  Hugo  commenced  one 
of  the  wild  legends  of  that  mountain  dis- 
trict, called  the  Torrent  King,  and  had 
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arrived  at  that  part  of  the  story,  where 
the  pious  Abbot  of  Droftfeld,  after  having 
quaffed  heavy  libations  of  old  Italian  wine 
at  a  neighbouring  castle,  had,  on  his  re- 
turn, been  obliged  to  cross  a  rapid  moun- 
tain torrent;  and  as  he  himself  stated,  was 
seized,  when  gaining  the  opposite  bank, 
by  some  invisible  agent,  and  after  being 
twirled  round  and  rounds  was  thrown  again 
on  his  horse ;  but  whether  in  consequence 
of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  or  intentional 
mischief,  the  spright  made  a  slight  mis- 
take, facing  him  to  the  tail  instead  of  the 
head  of  the  beast;  be  it  as  it  may,  the 
animal,  more  steady  than  its  master,  ar- 
rived in  safety  at  the  monastery,  when  the 
sacristan,  observing  the  position  of  his  re- 
verence,   despite    his    profound   respect, 

shouted ;  but  the  story  was  suddenly 

interrupted  by  the  loud  blast  of  a  horn, 
which  re-echoed  from  the  rocks.  Alarm- 
ed at  this  ominous  sound,  which  indicated 
the  presence  of  either  soldiers  or  hunters, 
Ethelinda  caught  the  hand  of  her  hostess, 
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and  entreated  her  to  save  them,  present- 
ing a  purse  of  gold,  and  offering  a  further 
reward  on  their  arrival  at  a  place  of  safety. 
The  woman  replied,  they  might  depend 
on  their  protection :  that  her  son  was  once 
rescued  from  death  by  her  late  noble 
husband,  and  that  it  would  afford  them 
great  pleasure  to  repay  the  obligation: 
that  they  were  not  in  league  with  the  rob- 
bers, but  from  their  secluded  situation, 
were  obliged  to  receive  all  visitors;  and 
and  added,  that  should  this  prove  to  be  a 
party  of  Sir  Lutold's  troops,  who  remained 
for  any  time,  her  husband  would  convey 
them  in  the  evening  to  a  place  of  greater 
security.  She  at  the  same  time  observed, 
that  their  safety  depended  on  preserving 
the  strict-  est  silence. 

The  blast  of  the  horn  was  occasionally 
repeated,  and  their  fears  were  confirmed 
by  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  troops,  who 
demanded  refreshment.  When  their  ap- 
petites were  satisfied,  the  conversation 
turned   on    the    late   tragical    events    at 
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GreifFen  ;  and,  as  the  voices  were  loud, 
the  fugitives,  by  attentively  listening,  soon 
collected  the  information  that  Rinaldo, 
having  failed  in  the  pursuit  the  two  first 
days,  had  abandoned  all  hope  of  overtak- 
ing the  ladies,  andlrhat  his  parties  had  been 
recalled  ;  that  they  were  now  proceeding 
towards  Zurich,  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing the  proceeding  of  the  large  body  of 
troops  collected  in  its  environs;  and  that 
several  other  detachments  would  proceed 
in  the  direction  of  Haj)sburg.  The  con- 
versation then  became  general,  the  blood 
mantled  on  the  cheeks  of  Ethelinda  and 
her  daughter,  and  their  situation  be- 
came truly  pitiable,  as  the  loose  observa- 
tions of  the  soldiers  reached  their  pure 
ears. 

^'Thousand  devils!"  said  Eschenbach, 
their  leader ;  what  a  storm  our  gallant  Lord 
raised  when  he  learnt  that  the  pretty 
maiden  had  escaped  him  ;  and  no  wonder, 
for  such  a  beautiful  wife  is  not  easily  ob- 
tained in  these  days." 
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"  Pretty  wife,"  replied  Andreas,  "  the 
Lord  of  Regensberg  determined  to  have 
her  on  cheaper  terms,  since  she  thought 
proper  to  refuse  his  more  honorable  pro- 
posals. He  is  a  noble  leader,  and  pays 
right  well ;  and  if  chance  throws  the  dam- 
sel in  my  way,  she  shall  march  back 
again;  and,  notwithstanding  her  modesty, 
I  dare  be  sworn  she  will  not  repent,  but, 
perhaps,  present  me  with  a  few  good  du- 
cats, for  providing  her  with  such  a  hand- 
some man." 

"  I  will  do  the  same,"  said  Eschenbach ; 
but  since  Sir  Lutold  does  not  meditate 
marriage,  I  will  first  taste  those  pretty 
pouting  lips,  which  look  as  inviting  as  a 
ripe  cherry.  Friend  Leonhardt,  thou  art 
a  deep  one ;  hast  seen  any  thing  of  the 
women?" 

'^  Two  females,"  Leonhardt  replied, 
^'  went  by  last  night;  but,  burn  them, 
would  not  stop  even  to  taste  a  cup  of 
wine  :  but  beware,  Sir  Falcon,  how  you 
fly  at  such  high  game ;  perchance,  if  you 
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soar  aloft,  you  may  continue  to  dangle 
there." 

^'  Good,  Sir  Host,  your  generous  wine 
makes  you  witty.  We  are  more  likely  to 
try  the  bounty  of  the  noble  master  of  Re- 
gensberg  than  his  hemp,  should  we  pro- 
vidently discover  the  maiden ;  however,  I 
should  e'en  be  well  contented  with  the  old 
bird;  she  is  worth  a  good  round  ransom." 

"  I  doubt  very  much,"  replied  Andreas, 
^^  whether  her  capture  would  do  you  much 
good,  as  she  is  the  Count  Rinaldo's  pro^ 
perty;  and  report  says  he  does  not  give 
his  almoner  much  trouble,  for  when  once 
the  gold  falls  into  his  coffers,  it  does  not 
easily  see  the  light  again." 

"  True,  true,  worthy  Andreas,"  said 
Walter,  *'  I  much  fear  that  this  bloody 
affair  will  bring  us  more  blows  than  gold; 
and  the  noble  master  of  Regensberg  is 
likely  to  pay  heavy  interest  for  his  love 
affair,  and  to  be  miserably  disappointed 
into  the  bargain!" 

'^  You  are  always  croaking,  old  boy," 
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replied  Andreas ;  "  but  certainly,  had  the 
gallant  Sir  Lutold  conducted  the  business 
himself^  instead  of  trusting'  to  that  bloody 
and  avaricius  Italian,  he  would  have  ma- 
naged much  better ;  for  my  part,  I  don't 
much  like  employing  a  proxy  on  these  oc- 
casions ;  it  is  dangerous  to  trust  friends 
with  such  delicate  subjects.  But  come, 
Eschenbach,  you  have  finished  your  flask, 
and  we  may  as  well  be  moving ;  possibly 
we  may  chance  to  overtake  the  fugitives 
before  they  reach  the  Limnat ;  and,  be- 
sides, we  may  get  into  danger  ourselves 
before  we  get  a  view  of  Zurich,  as  report 
says  that  the  Count  of  Hapsburg  is  pre- 
paring to  move  in  this  direction,  and  you 
well  know  that  he  uses  no  ceremony  with 
gentlemen  of  the  forest,  or  plunderers,  as 
he  is  pleased  to  term  us.  Pity  it  is  that  a 
Knight  of  such  high  courage  and  sense 
should  wish  to  deprive  brave  hearts  of  an 
honest  calling." 

"  Come,  mine  host  of  the  forest,  bring 
the  parting  cup  ;  let  us  drink  success  to 
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friend  Andreas'  honest  calling."  Their 
boisterous  laughter  at  length  died  away,  as 
they  hastened  to  leave  the  tower,  and 
silence  again  prevailed,  where  mirth  had 
reigned. 

It  now  became  a  subject  of  serious  con- 
sideration how  to  regulate  their  future 
proceedings,  since  to  proceed  to  Zurich 
was  impracticable,  and  it  was  equally 
hazardous  to  attempt  to  reach  Hapsburg, 
as  all  the  routes  in  that  direction  were 
also  jealously  guarded,  the  principal  dan- 
ger being  apprehended  from  those  quar- 
ters. Their  plans  were  however  soon 
arranged,  as  Leonhardt  generously  de- 
clared, that  he  would  prepare  a  retreat 
for  them  in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  where 
they  might  continue,  with  tolerable  assu- 
rance of  safety,  until  the  routes  were 
again  clear.  That  he  much  feared  a  dis- 
covery if  they  remained  long  at  his  tower, 
since  the  troops  were  so  constantly  passing 
and  repassing. 

The  ladies  readily  coincided  in  the  pro- 
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priety  of  this  measure,  and  accompanied 
him  before  dawn  on  the  following  morn- 
ing to  a  wild  and  sequestered  retreat, 
where  nature  had  poured  out  all  her 
witchery,  and  which  he  had  occasionally 
used  as  a  receptacle  for  his  cargoes  of  wine, 
not  being  always  inclined  to  place  too 
much  confidence  on  his  usual  customers. 
Here  they  found  a  good  stock  of  provisions 
prepared,  and  such  homely  comfort  for 
the  ladies,  as  the  shortness  of  time,  and 
the  scanty  means  of  their  lonely  tower 
permitted.  After  promising  to  supply 
them  with  food,  and  to  obtain  correct  in- 
formation, regarding  the  movement  of  the 
troops,  the  worthy  Leonhardt  departed. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


RoDOLPH  Count  of  Hapsburg,  who  in  two 
or  three  years  was  destined  to  play  the 
most  important  character  on  the  public 
stage  of  life,  and  by  his  brilliant  qualities, 
both  as  a  statesman  and  a  warrior,  to  res- 
cue Germany  from  that  depth  of  extreme 
misery  into  which  it  had  unhappily  fallen, 
during  the  disastrous  period  of  the  inter- 
regnum, was  born  at  the  Castle  of  Limper, 
on  the  borders  of  Alsace,  in  the  year  1218, 
and  derived  his  origin  from  Guntram, 
Count  of  Alsace  and  Brisgau,  although 
genealogists  have  since  strenuously  endea- 
voured to  carry  his  descent  to  a  more  re- 
mote period,  even  to  the  time  of  the 
Romans. 
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Endowed  with  great  strength  and  vi- 
gour, and  of  commanding  stature,  he  was 
early  trained  to  the  most  laborious  and 
athletic  sports,  and  soon  acquired  consi- 
derable skill  in  all  the  military  exercises, 
and  few  of  his  young  companions  could 
venture  to  compete  with  him  in  trials  of 
strength,  or  feats  of  arms.  He  shewed  an 
early  predilection  for  a  military  life,  which 
was  indeed  the  reigning  passion  in  those 
bold  and  turbulent  times,  when  the  only 
protection  which  property  enjoyed  was 
the  sword,  and  occasionally  the  thunders 
of  the  church. 

To  inure  his  body  still  more  to  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  military  life  in  that  mountain- 
ous region,  he  delighted  in  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  pleasures  of  the  chase ; 
and  an  extraordinary  instance  of  his  deci- 
sion and  boldness  in  danger,  which  at  a  fu- 
ture period  enabled  him  to  bear  down  all 
opposing  obstacles,  is  related  as  having 
occurred  in  an  excursion  on  the  mountains 
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of  the  Grimsel,  which  separates  the  Val- 
lais  from  the  canton  of  Berne. 

Having,  in  company  with  the  Count  of 
Ryburg,  his  cousin,  of  Lauffenbourg,  and 
several  ether  friends,  been  engaged  m 
hunting  the  chamois,  in  the  pursuit  of 
which  he  was  enthusiastically  eager,  pro- 
bably because  it  was  attended  with  labour 
and  danger,  he  had  been  led,  in  the  ardour 
of  pursuit — for  the  animals  are  very  shy 
and  timorous—to  a  very  considerable  dis- 
tance with  young  LauIFenbourg,  and  they 
were  not  aware  of  their  imprudence  until 
the  shadows  of  evening  began  to  fall ;  it, 
therefore,  became  necessary  to  make  in- 
credible exertions,  in  order  to  rejoin  their 
party,  or  discover  some  peasants'  hovels 
(which  were  but  thinly  scattered  on  this 
bleak  mountain)  to  find  shelter  from  the 
piercing  cold  of  a  frosty  night. 

Their  difficulties  were  rapidly  increas- 
ing, for  even  in  broad  day-light  it  required 
great  attention   to  distinguish   the   faint 
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trace  of  the  narrow  path  which  led  along 
the  ridge  of  yawning  precipices,  and 
where  one  false  step  would  inevitably  pre- 
cipitate them  into  the  hideous  chasm  be- 
low; but  now  that  the  objects  were  be- 
coming more  indistinct,  ail  signs  of  the 
route  by  which  they  advanced  was  com- 
pletely lost,  and  their  further  progress 
was  soon  obstructed  by  a  broad  and  deep 
chasm  in  the  rocks — at  the  bottom  of 
which  one  of  those  mountain  torrents,  oc- 
casioned by  the  melting  of  the  snow,  and 
so  frequent  in  these  Alpine  regions,  roared 
with  deafening  fury,  hurling  masses  of 
broken  rocks  in  its  insane  course,  rushed 
to  contribute  its  tributary  stream  to  the 
mighty  Rhine. 

To  hesitate  was  destruction,  as  the  faint 
light  would  barely  suffice  to  enable  them 
to  reach  a  hovel  in  the  valley  below,  from 
whose  chimney  the  curling  smoke  was 
just  issuing.  Without  food  after  their 
great  labours,  clothed  only  in  the  light 
dress  of  a   chasseur,  their  bodies  heated 
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with  exercise,  to  remain  would  only  en- 
sure the  certain  loss  of  life  ;  to  return  was 
out  of  the  question.  The  wretched  Lauf- 
fenbourg  abandoned  himself  to  despair; 
but  not  so  the  bold  and  confident  Rodolph, 
for  he  at  once  decided  in  his  own  mind 
the  course  he  would  take;  and,  throwing  a 
rapid  glance  along  the  tremendous  chasm, 
discovered  a  part,  where  the  opposite 
rock  projecting  considerably,  lessened  the 
breadth,  and  rendered  it  within  the  com- 
pass of  a  desperate  leap.  The  ground 
also  on  the  side  on  which  they  stood  was 
favorable  to  the  attempt,  being  nearly 
level,  which  would  enable  him  to  take  a 
rapid  run,  to  give  effect  to  the  final 
spring. 

Stating  his  determination  to  his  cousin, 
and  reassuring  his  courage,  and  his  hopes, 
by  pointing  to  the  hovel,  which  lay  at 
a  short  distance,  on  the  sloping  side  of 
the  mountain,  he  promised  him  speedy 
succour.  Then  commending  himself  to 
the  protection  of  the   holy  St.  Anthony 
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(for  even  at  this  early  period,  he  was  par- 
ticularly exact  in  the  duties  enjoined  by 
the  Church),  notwithstanding  the  passion- 
ate remonstrances  of  his  friend,  he  made 
the  desperate  effort. 

What  pen  can  describe  the  sensations  of 
the  astonished  Lauffenbourg,when  he  saw 
the  powerful  spring,  and  followed,  with 
anxious  eye,  the  form  of  his  cousin  float- 
ing over  the  dark  abyss ;  but  surprise  gave 
way  to  terror,  as  the  opposite  bank  ap- 
peared untenanted.  "  Alas,"  he  said,  "  his 
practical  eye  has  for  once  deceived  him, 
and  the  kind,  the  gallant  Rodolph,  has  pe- 
rished in  the  deep  abyss."  A  cold  shud- 
der ran  through  his  veins  as  he  reflected  on 
the  afflicting  reality  of  his  cousin's  sudden 
fate :  intent  on  this  tragic  scene,  his  own 
hopeless  situation  glanced  not  across  his 
thoughts,  but  his  eye  was  yet  fixed  in 
mute  attention  on  vacancy,  when  the  form 
of  the  supposed  sufferer,  gradually  rising 
on  the  opposite  bank,  appeared  like  a  vi- 
sion from  the  shades  below ;  and  the  voice 
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of  Rodolph  broke  the  spell,  and  roused 
him  from  his  dream,  as  he  exclaimed — 

*'  What  ho,  Sir  Knight,  has  some  moun- 
tain spirit  frightened  your  good  sense 
from  its  propriety,  and,  with  a  touch  of  its 
magical  wand,  paralised  your  limbs?  '  Spi- 
rit  of  good  or  evil !  in  the  name  of  our  pa- 
tron Saint  the  good  St.  Anthony,  I  com- 
mand you  to  unloose  those  mystical  and 
invisible  chains  which  bind  your  youthful 
victim  like  a  statue  to  the  earth ;  and,  if 
thy  power  extends  so  far,  gently  waft  him 
to  this  bank.'" 

''  Gracious  powers  of  light!"  exclaimed 
his  cousin,  "  how  came  you  there?  that 
you  disappeared  is  certain:  methought 
you  had  sunk  in  that  frightful  chasm  to 
rise  no  more :  explain  the  mystery,  my 
dear  Rodolph." 

*'  It  is  easily  done,  Charles,  for  the 
ground  is  very  precipitous,  and  shelves  ra- 
pidly down  immediately  from  the  crest  of 
the  precipice;  and  I  should  have  run  con- 
siderable danger  of  being  hurled  to  the 
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valley  below,  had  not  a  young  pine  sap- 
ling fortunately  arrested  my  unwilling  de- 
scent; but  you  will  observe  this  better 
when  you  arrive  on  this  side,  and  I  will 
now  hasten  to  obtain  assistance." 

In  a  few  minutes  he  returned  with  the 
chasseur  to  whom  the  hut  belonged,  bear- 
ing a  light  pine  tree,  which,  being  laid 
across  the  chasm,  formed  a  bridge  for 
Lauffenbourg  to  pass  over,  whose  thanks 
were  unbounded;  and  they  soon  forgot 
their  danger  and  fatigues  over  the  humble 
fare  of  the  hunter's  cottage. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Rodolph 
succeeded  to  some  scattered  possessions  in 
Alsace  and  Switzerland,  and  to  the  county 
of  Hapsburg.  His  life  was  principally 
passed  in  war,  and  he  acquired  a  high  mi- 
litary reputation  ,  and  great  experience  in 
the  camp  of  the  gallant  and  renowned 
Emperor  Frederick  the  Second,  who  was 
his  godfather,  and  always  exhibited  the 
most  flattering  marks  of  regard  for  him. 

Unlike  the  turbulent  and  rapacious  Ba- 
c  2 
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rons  of  those  times,  who  indulged  in  all 
the  excesses  of  indiscriminate  plunder,  he 
pursued  a  line  of  conduct  distinguished  for 
honor  and  moderation,  and  nobly  en- 
gaged with  the  free  towns  in  clearing  the 
country  from  robbers,  and  in  repressing 
the  exactions  of  the  proud  and  unprinci- 
pled nobles. 

Simple  in  his  dress,  and  frugal,  though 
hospitable  in  his  table,  he  was  yet  much 
embarrassed  for  money,  in  consequence  of 
entertaining  an  establishment  of  Knights 
and  men  at  arms,  at  an  expence  greatly 
disproportionate  to  his  means  ;  and  at  the 
period  of  his  marriage  with  Gertrude 
Anne,  her  father,  the  Count  of  Hohen- 
burg,  was  at  first  unwilling  to  give  his 
consent,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
impoverished  state  of  his  affairs ;  but 
Rodolph,  by  no  means  daunted,  re- 
plied— 

'^  Sir  Count,  you  have  omitted  one  of 
my  most  valuable  possessions  in  your  cal- 
culation." 
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''  Your  pardon,  Sir,  son-in-law,  may  I 
request  you  to  name  it?" 

'^  Here,"  replied  Rodolph,  extending  his 
right  arm  and  sword, "  I  think  I  have  some- 
thing that  will  carve  out  territories  supe- 
rior to  your  broad  lands,  Sir  Count ;  and 
if  the  Lady  Gertrude  will  trust  to  this 
faithful  friend,  the  old  castle  of  Hapsburg 
shall  again  vie  in  splendor  with  the  fair- 
est and  richest  mansion  in  the  kingdom." 

The  Count  laughed  heartily,  and  de- 
clared there  was  no  resisting  such  an 
eloquent  and  keen  pleader,  and  freely 
gave  his  consent  to  an  immediate  celebra- 
tion of  the  marriage.  And,  as  her  hus- 
band's disposition  w^as  noble,  histemperex- 
cellent,  and,  though  warm,  still  subject  to 
perfect  control^  Gertrude  Anne  never  had 
reason  to  repent  the  choice,  and  lived  in 
uninterrupted  happiness,  until  at  length, 
on  her  elevation  to  the  Imperial  dignity, 
she  acknowledged  that  her  lord's  early 
prediction  had  indeed  proved  true,  and 
that  his  strong  right  arm,  and  keen-edged 
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sword,  had  obtained  him  an  inheritance 
fairer  than  that  of  Hohenburg,  and  that 
the  castle  of  Hapsburg  would  soon  sur- 
pass in  magnificence  the  finest  mansions  in 
their  native  land. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Emmelixe  had  been  received,  with  every 
mark  of  kindness,  by  the  Count  of  Haps- 
burg  and  the  ladies  of  his  family;  and 
when  she  had  in  some  measure  recovered 
from  the  shock  of  that  fatal  night  of  blood 
in  which  her  noble  father  fell,  although  the 
barbed  arrow  sank  deep  into  her  soul, 
instead  of  pining  in  useless  loneliness  and 
silence,  she  displayed  more  energy  than 
her  years  would  seem  to  warrant;  and, 
seeking  a  conference  with  the  companion 
of  her  flight,  on  his  introduction,  said — 

"  I  intreat  you,  Sir  Page,  to  relate  all 
the  particulars  regarding  the  last  scene  in 
the  castle  previous  to  the  assault,  and  our 
providential  rescue  from  such  imminent 
danger." 
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*'  I  have  little  to  impart,  noble  Lady,  be- 
yond the  bare  fact  of  the  sudden  occupa- 
tion of  the  principal  posts,  by  the  Count 
Rinaldo's  troops^  and  the  consequent 
slaughter  of  the  garrison.  I  had  been  en- 
gaged with  Hugo  in  some  important  busi- 
ness of  my  late  Lord's,  and  had  not  at- 
tended the  dinner,  to  which  circumstance, 
and  to  the  prudence  of  the  Squire,  I  at- 
tribute our  fortunate  escape." 

"  Acquainted,  Sir,  as  you  are  with  Hu- 
go's character,  and  the  treatment  he  inva- 
riably received  from  my  beloved  parents, 
how  can  you  account  for  his  unprincipled 
treachery?" 

"  I  should  imagine^  from  the  circum- 
stance of  his  having  preserved  your  life, 
as  well  as  mine,  at  the  imminent  risk  of 
his  own,  that  his  intentions  were  good,  and 
that  his  object  in  seemingly  joining  the 
plunderers,  was  adopted  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment,  with  the  hope  of  benefitting 
his  lady,  for  whom  he  has  always  express- 
ed the  tenderest  attachment." 
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"  I  blush  for  my  ingratitude,  in  attri- 
buting base  motives  to  the  preserver  of  my 
life,  but  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  my  dear 
mother  and  sister^,  urge  me  to  obtain  any 
information  that  may  tend  to  alleviate  my 
present  suiferings,  and  raise  the  faint  hope 
that  they  may  yet  escape.  But  why  did 
Hugo  join  this  murderous  crew,  when  by 
early  intimation  of  their  intentions,  my 
father  was  sufficiently  strong,  to  have 
made  the  necessary  preparations  for  de- 
feating their  designs,  and  repelling  any 
open  attack?'' 

"  Hugo,"  replied  the  Page,  ''  is  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  and  quick  perceptions, 
and  it  is  possible  that  he  only  discovered 
their  plans  at  the  actual  moment  of  ex- 
plosion, when  it  was  too  late  to  apprise  his 
Lord,  and  therefore  adopted  his  present 
course  as  the  only  alternative,  hoping  to 
ingratiate  himself  into  the  favor  of  Rinal- 
do,  for  he  has  a  lively  imagination,  and 
possesses  a  fund  of  Troubadour  songs, 
c  3 
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which  would  probably  suit  the  taste  of  the 
Italian." 

''  But  did  he  not  explain  his  views  to 
you/'  asked  Emmeline?  ^^  was  he  so  anx- 
ious to  preserve  his  life  at  the  expence  of 
his  honor  ?  " 

"  By  no  means/'  indignantly  replied  the 
Page;  "  he  had  conducted  you  to  the  se- 
cret passage,  and  could  easily  have  escaped 
by  the  same  passage,  but  generously  en- 
dangered himself,  by  again  rushing  for- 
ward in  order  to  conduct  the  Lady  Matilda, 
who  by  some  untoward  accident,  had 
missed  her  way.  Our  conversation  was 
momentary:  he  merely  said  that  he  should 
adopt  the  most  prudent  measures,  and 
whilst  hastening  forward,  made  some  other 
observation,  but  the  words  died  in  the  noise 
of  the  tumult." 

"  Did  you  not  catch  the  slightest  ex- 
pression ?  " 

''  My  attention  was  engaged  with  our  own 
desperate  situation,  so  that  I  hardly  heard; 
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but  yet  the  words  ^  tell  —  fear  not/  struck 
on  my  ear." 

"  Would  to  God  that  they  related  to 
my  unfortunate  mother  and  sister !  perhaps 
they  may  yet  be  preserved  to  me/'  And 
whilst  a  slight  ray  of  hope  for  an  instant 
illumined  her  melancholy  countenance, 
Emmeline  thanked  the  Page  for  his  com- 
munication, and  assured  him,  that  her  heart 
felt  deeply  sensible  of  the  obligation  to 
Hugo,  although  her  words  might  imply 
otherwise. 

Proceeding  to  the  gallery,  where  the 
family  usually  assembled  in  the  evening, 
she  acquainted  Sir  Rodolph  with  her  ob- 
servations. Unwilling  to  dispel  her  faint 
expectations,  the  gallant  Knight  assured 
her,  that  he  had  already  dispatched  par- 
ties in  every  direction  to  favor  their  es- 
cape, should  Hugo  have  really  attempted 
it;  but  that  another  favorable  chance  still 
existed,  since,  as  plunder  was  evidently 
the  principal  object  of  the  attack,  the 
leader  of  the  free  bands  would  probably 
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expect  a  large  ransom  for  ladies  of  such 
high  family  and  connexions,  and  would, 
to  ensure  that  desirable  point,  and  with  a 
proper  regard  for  his  knightly  character, 
treat  them  with  the  respect  due  to  their 
station;  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
await  the  event  wnth  patience  and  resig- 
nation, since  if  the  offer  came  in  the  first 
instance  from  their  friends,  it  would,  in  the 
event  of  their  having  really  effected  their 
escape  from  his  immediate  power,  lead  to 
the  most  disastrous  results, provingthather 
mother  and  sister  had  not  yet  reached 
any  place  of  security,  and  would  therefore 
stimulate  him  to  make  the  strictest  search, 
in  order  to  regain  possession  of  their  per- 
sons, and  thus  ultimately  cut  off  all  chance 
of  their  escape ;  he  would  however  cause 
a  report  to  be  circulated,  that  the  ladies 
had  arrived  at  a  friendly  mansion.  At 
the  same  time  he  painted  the  great  diffi- 
culties of  the  attempt,  supposing  Hugo 
had  entertained  such  a  project. 

The  bright  vision  which  cheered    her 
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mind  now  almost  faded  into  darkness,  yet 
hope  was  not  entirely  extinguished,  and 
she  retired  to  receive  all  the  consolation 
the  tender  and  gentle  Lady  Gertrude  could 
impart ;  and  her  heart  was  in  some  degree 
lightened  of  its  pressure,  by  the  sincere 
sympathies  of  the  kind-hearted  daughters 
of  the  house ;  nay  for  a  while  she  almost 
forgot  her  sorrows  in  their  agreeable  so- 
ciety. 

When  decency  permitted.  Lady  Ger- 
trude wishing  to  prevent  her  brooding 
over  her  misfortunes,  led  the  afflicted  Em- 
meline  to  the  baronial  hall,  where  Sir 
Ernest  immediately  presented  himself  to 
her  notice  :  it  was  their  first  meeting  since 
the  fatal  affair,  and  it  softened  the  pain  of 
her  situation,  in  being  placed  next  one, 
who  naturally  felt  so  deeply  interested  in 
the  cause  of  her  Q-rieL  Their  conversation 
touched  on  all  that  concerned  her  and  the 
dear  relatives,  to  whom  he  was  so  ten- 
derly attached,  for  they  could  not  with- 
draw  their  distracted  thoughts  from  this 
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all-absorbing  topic.    If  Emmeline  had  en- 
deared  herself  to  him  before,  as  an  inno- 
cent and  artless  girl,  and  he  had  admired 
the  playfulness  of  her  disposition,  he  was 
still  more  struck  with  that  deep  degree  of 
feeling  and  firmness,  which  she  displayed 
on  this   trying   occasion ;  and  the  sound 
judgment,  and  depth  of  argument^  which 
characterised  her  observations,  when  can- 
vassing the  probabilities   attending   their 
fate,  filled  him  with  the  highest  esteem 
for  her  character  and  understanding.  But 
when  Emmeline  touched  on  the  chance  of 
her  mother's  and  sister's  escape,  she  stole 
a  timid  glance,  and  the  striking  enthusiasm 
of  her  youthful  companion's  countenance, 
as  he  swore  that  his  sword  and  fortune 
should  be  employed  to  restore  her  dear 
relatives  to  her  arms,  filled  her  with  con- 
fidence, and  renewed  that  powerful  solace 
of  our  sorrows,  sweet  hope,  in  her  bosom. 
Invested  with  full  powers  from  the  Lan- 
damman   and    superior    Council,  Arnold 
Mliller  arrived  at  the  Castle  of  Hapsburg, 
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and  being  admitted  into  the  presence  of  the 
noble  Count,  he  detailed  the  object  of  his 
secret  mission,  and  earnestly  entreated  him 
to  accept  the  chief  command  of  all  the 
troops  of  the  league.  Sir  Rodolph  rea- 
dily embraced  the  proposal,  particularly 
as  it  would  enable  him  to  revenge  the 
death  of  his  early  friend  the  gallant  Sir 
Herman  of  Greiffen,  for  it  was  now  evident 
who  was  the  principal  promoter  of  that 
infamous  deed,  which  had  spread  terror 
around:  the  Count  Rinaldo  having  joined 
Sir  Lutold  of  Regensberg  with  his  veteran 
bands.  And  he  at  once  saw,  that  his  own 
v/ishes,  and  the  chief  object  of  the  league^ 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  would  be  ac- 
complished at  the  same  moment,  by  the 
overthrow  of  Sir  Lutold's  power. 

Being  invested  with  full  authority,  and 
the  principal  conditions  being  amicably 
adjusted  to  his  satisfaction,  Sir  Rodolph, 
prudent  in  planning,  and  prompt  in  execu- 
tion, profitted  by  Rinaldo's  oversight,  and 
immediately    dispatched    a    considerable 
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force  to  occupy  Greiffen,  which  had  only 
been  plundered  of  its  light  and  valuable 
articles,  whilst  the  stores  remained  unin- 
jured ;  and  as  this  important  position  was 
well  adapted  to  keep  in  check  the  active 
operations  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter, 
he  gave  strict  orders  to  the  governor  to 
admit  no  troops,  not  even  those  of  the 
league,  without  his  express  orders;  hoping 
by  this  precaution  to  avoid  any  treachery 
which  might  be  employed  to  regain  pos- 
session of  it. 

The  time  of  the  Count  was  now  entirely 
occupied  in  concerting  measures  for  the 
approaching  campaign  :  previous  however 
to  his  departure  from  Hapsburg,  he  kindly 
endeavoured  to  reassure  the  drooping  spi- 
rits of  the  unhappy  Emmeline,  warmly 
assuring  her  of  his  protection  and  regard, 
promising  to  supply  the  place  of  her 
lost  father,  and  to  spare  no  exertions  to 
obtain  the  earliest  information  of  her  mo- 
ther's and  sister's  fate  ;  in  the  mean  time, 
he  was  confident  that  she  would   experi- 
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ence  maternal  attentions  from  the  Lady 
Gertrude. 

As  all  visiting  had  now  ceased^  in  con- 
sequence of  the  warlike  preparations,  the 
ladies  principally  employed  their  morn- 
ings in  works  of  embroidery  and  music; 
but  though  Emmeline  was  a  great  profici- 
ent on  the' guitar,  which  she  accompanied 
her  voice,  still  her  instrument  was  seldom 
touched,  for  it  rather  heightened,  than 
softened,  her  sorrows.  Their  attention  had 
])een  much  engaged  by  the  busy  scenes 
which  had  daily  passed  in  their  view :  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  troops,  the  fur- 
bishing of  arms,  and  exercise  of  the  sol- 
diers; but  these  amusements  had  entirely 
ceased,  and  it  was  only  the  approach  of  a 
courier,  that  roused  Emmeline  from  her 
deep  reveries,  but  sad  disappointment  ever 
awaited  her. 

Lady  Gertrude,  endeavoured,  by  the 
tenderest  attention,  to  attach  the  innocent 
girl  to  her,  in  hopes  of  relieving  her  me- 
lancholy;  but  Emmeline  declared,  ''  The 
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dreadful  uncertainty  of  my  mother's  and 
sister's  fate,  completely  overpowers  me; 
for  whilst  my  mind  dwells  on  the  miseries 
to  which  they  may  at  this  moment  be 
subjected,  all  my  efforts  are  insufficient 
to  procure  me  composure." 

Lady  Gertrude  replied,  '^  I  cannot  con- 
trovert the  reasonableness  of  your  obser- 
vations, and,  therefore,  can  only  endea- 
vour to  relieve  your  mind  from  the  weight 
which  oppresses  it,  by  employing  your 
time  with  agreeable  occupations  and 
amusements." 

But  her  chief  delight  was  in  the  society 
and  conversation  of  Sir  Ernest,  whenever 
his  military  avocations  permitted  him ;  for 
Sir  Rodolph,  being  of  an  active  and  enter- 
prising character,  did  not  allow  his  officers 
and  retainers  to  remain  idle  in  quarters 
when  they  might  be  so  much  better  em- 
ployed in  driving  back  the  foraging  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  and  in  obtaining  infor- 
mation of  his  movements.  He  had  now 
been  absent  two  days,  and  she  began  to 
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fear  that  she  should  soon  be  deprived  of 
the  solace  of  his  attentions,  since  the  pre- 
jDarations  for  war  were  so  far  advancedj 
and  the  Count  himself  had  already  march- 
ed to  Zurich. 

Although  her  young  friends,  the  Ladies 
Matilda  and  Agnes,  were  extremely  ami- 
able, and  breathed  the  sigh  of  tender  sym- 
pathy in  her  ear,  yet,  in  the  desolate  state 
of  her  heart,  she  experienced  no  relief  from 
their  kind  efforts  to  amuse,  and  even  felt  a 
strong  disinclination  for  the  simple  charm 
of  the  social  circle  ;  for  the  mind,  when 
oppressed,  sinks  into  the  contemplation  of 
its  own  sorrows,  and  loves  to  commune 
with  its  own  thoughts. 

The  garden,  which  commanded  an  ex- 
tensive view  of  the  surrounding  country, 
was  her  favorite  resort ;  and  being  remote 
from  the  sounds  of  busy  existence,  she  lin- 
gered one  evening  till  the  surrounding  ob- 
jects were  fast  fading  into  shadow,  and  the 
increasing  darkness,  and  the  owl  hooting 
from    the    antique    western     tower,    an- 


44  SIR  RODOLPH 

noimced  the  approach  of  night.  Feeling 
at  length  the  chilling  effect  of  the  dew, 
which  fell  heavily  in  those  mountainous 
regions,  she  was  retiring  to  her  apartment, 
when  she  encountered  Sir  Ernest  at  the 
garden  gate. 

''  My  dear  Emmeline,"  said  he, ''  I  fear 
you  will  injure  your  health  by  keeping 
these  night  vigils  in  the  open  and  damp  air, 
at  least  you  will  increase  your  mental  suffer- 
ings by  thus  constantly  indulging  in  your 
own  melancholy  thoughts.  Let  me  intreat 
you  not  to  abandon  yourself  to  this  soli- 
tary course:  we  were  born  for  the  duties 
of  social  life,  not  for  those  of  a  hermit ;  be- 
sides grief,  when  shared  with  others,  loses 
half  its  power.  Cultivate,  my  dearest  sis- 
ter, the  friendship  of  Agnes  ;  though  her 
spirits  are  lively,  yet  her  vivacity  is  not 
only  amusing,  but  tempered  with  the  nicest 
tact,  and  tends  to  soothe^  rather  than 
wound  the  feelings." 

''  My  dearest  Ernest,"  Emmeline  re- 
plied, ''  you  mistake  my  character:  I  am 
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too  much  indebted  to  the  advice  and  ex- 
ample of  my  excellent  mother,  and  to  the 
principles  which  she  early  endeavoured  to 
instil  into  my  mind,  to  incur  the  danger 
of  abandoning  myself  to  unavailing  grief, 
by  thus  deserting  the  pure  and  soothing 
pleasures  of  the  domestic  circle;  and  it 
would  argue  an  ungrateful  disposition, 
did  I  not  acknowledge,  and  sensibly  feel, 
the  various  instances  of  sympathising 
kindness  which  I  am  hourly  experiencing 
from  my  affectionate  friends.  But  you 
must  yourself  admit,  that  however  power- 
ful my  strength  of  mind  may  be,  still  it  is 
very  difficult  to  restrain  my  feelings  on 
all  occasions  (considering  the  severe  and 
painful  misfortunes  which  have  so  lately 
befallen  me)  ;  every  remark,  every  trifling 
incident  is  apt  to  arouse  them,  when  the 
mind  unburthens  itself,  and  is  softened  by 
the  tender  endearments  of  friendship;  and 
I  have  no  right  to  throw  a  gloom  over  the 
happiness  of  others.  The  case  is,  however, 
materially  altered,  when  appearing  in  pub- 
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lie  at  the  baronial  table,  for  then  the 
warmth  and  delicacy  of  womanly  feeling 
are  chilled  by  the  air  of  cold  formality, 
and  the  mind  which  softened  under  the 
influence  of  social  and  confidential  inter- 
course, retiring  into  its  own  lowliness, 
closes  itself  against  the  contact  of  the 
world's  selfish  and  calculating  passions, 
and  the  heart  burying  its  grief  in  its 
inmost  recesses,  finds  the  effort  easy  to 
conceal  its  sorrows  from  the  unfeeling 
gaze  of  others. 

^'  Perhaps  your  sentiments  are  just,"  re- 
plied Sir  Ernest,  ''  and  the  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  such  fond  parents,  certainly 
authorises  you  for  the  present  to  seclude 
yourself  from  the  busy  tumult,  and  passing 
pageantry  of  life,  until  time,  in  its  soothing 
course, restores  the  even  tone  to  your  mind. 
But  I  have  not  yet  imparted  to  you  the  ob- 
ject of  this  late  visit.  During  the  two 
days  of  my  absence,  every  exertion  has 
been  made  to  discover  some  trace  of  our 
lost   friends;    and  though  my  efforts    at 
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first  proved  fruitless,  yet  having  pushed 
my  reconnoisance  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Regensberg,  chance  at  last  favored  me ; 
and  a  small  party  of  Rinaldo's  condottieri 
being  surprised,  surrendered  at  discretion, 
and  gave  me  the  gratifying  information, 
that  your  mother  and  sister  had  escaped 
from  the  power  of  their  Lord;  and  on 
being  further  questioned,  declared,  that  as 
the  Squire  and  others  of  the  late  Sir  Her- 
Herman's  retainers  were  missing  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  generally  supposed,  that 
they  had  planned  and  accompanied  the 
flight  of  the  ladies." 

'^  This  does  indeed  lessen  the  load  of 
pain  which  festers  at  my  heart.  Oh !  may 
a  merciful  God  grant,  that  it  may  prove 
true ;  and  may  a  protecting  Providence 
restore  my  dear  relatives  to  my  arms ; 
yet  if  this  faint  gleam  of  hope  should  trea- 
cherously deceive  us,  it  would  heap  double 
misery  on  our  heads." 

"  Do  not  despond,  dearest  Emmeline," 
replied  the  Knight,  *'for  the  men  could 
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have  no  object  in  mentioning  their  escape; 
for  should  their  information  prove  false, 
they  well  know,  that  their  heads  would 
pay  the  forfeit.  I  would  not  mislead  you 
with  vain  expectations,  but  I  assuredly 
think,  that  the  dear  fugitives  will  soon 
arrive  at  the  castle." 

'^  But  had  they  escaped,  should  we  not 
have  met  ere  this?" 

'^  By  no  means,  my  sweet  Emmeline,  it 
is  necessary  for  them  to  advance  with 
great  caution;  but  retire,  for  you  have 
need  of  rest,  and  may  refreshing  sleep 
close  your  eyelids  in  soft  repose.  Adieu  ; 
may  to-morrow's  sun  rise  with  brighter 
prospects." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

What  the  feelings  of  Sir  Lutold  were, 
when  he  learnt,  that  the  chief  object  of 
the  violent  attack  on  Greiffen  had  escaped, 
can  easily  be  imagined :  he  had  reaped 
none  of  the  benefits,  but  all  the  odium  at- 
tached to  such  an  outrage.  Regret  was 
unavailing  ;  and  his  worthy  associate,  too 
powerful  and  necessary  at  the  present 
moment  to  permit  him  to  indulge  in  use- 
less invective,  yet  words  of  cutting  seve- 
rity did  occasionally  escape  him.  The 
most  active  measures  were  adopted :  the 
new  works,  commenced  to  strengthen  the 
principal  defences  of  the  castle^  were  car- 
ried on  with  unabating  ardour:  troops 
were  ordered  to  reinforce  several  impor- 
tant posts,  and  provisions  were  collected 
VOL.  ir.  D 
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for  a  long  siege,  when  Sir  Lutold  threw 
off  the  mask,  and  vessels  and  convoys  of 
merchandize,  in  lieu  of  being  subjected  to 
a  heavy  fine,  were  seized  and  confiscated. 
Although  Rinaldo  betrayed  some  symp- 
toms of  disappointment,  that  the  rich 
harvest  was  so  soon  to  terminate,  yet  he 
was  well  pleased  with  the  large  booty  he 
had  already  obtained,  and  his  troops  were 
highly  satisfied  at  the  liberal  conduct  of 
the  Lord  of  Regensberg,  who  indulged 
them  in  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  his 
adversaries'  territories. 

On  viewing  the  formidable  preparations 
making  against  him.  Sir  Lutold  clearly 
saw  the  object  of  the  league  was  the  ruin 
of  himself,  and  of  all  the  great  nobles  who 
were  opposed  to  the  pretensions  of  the 
new  republics,  or  who  possessed  castles 
commanding  the  commerce  of  Zurich,  and 
that  their  only  safety  depended  on  a  des- 
perate resistance^  or  on  the  chance  of  over- 
powering the  besieging  force  by  open  at- 
tack. Determined  on  the  course  he  would 
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himself  pursue,  he  yet  thought  it  necessary 
to  assemble  the  chief  leaders,  not  with  the 
intention  of  being  guided  by  their  opinions, 
but  of  convincing  them  that  their  true  inter- 
ests were  identified  with  his  own :  and  that 
if  his  formidable  power  was  assailed  with 
success,  they  might  bid  adieu  to  their  fu- 
ture prospects  and  hopes  of  independence. 
And  these  ideas  were  fully  confirmed  by 
the  arrival  of  a  Herald  from  Zurich,  with 
the  strong  Manifesto  already  mentioned^ 
which  was  received  with  the  following- 
contemptuous  answer : — 

'*  I  have  got  the  inhabitants  of  your 
town,  like  fish,  in  a  net  ;  and  they  shall 
not  escape  me,  unless  they  accept  me  as 
their  Lord,  when  I  will  rule  them  mildly." 

The  Herald  was  glad  to  escape  from  the 
enraged  Count  in  haste,  and  only  owed  his 
safety  to  the  usual  regard  paid  to  his  office. 
On  the  following  day,  the  Count  detailed 
his  opinions  at  length,  before  the  assem- 
bled w^arriors. 

"  What  has  been  the  disposition  of  the 
D  2 
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league  towards  us?  false  and  inflamma- 
tory charges  have  been  urged  with  viru- 
lence against  us;  hostile  armaments  are 
prepared^  not  with  the  haste  of  sudden  re- 
sentment, to  redress  immediate  and  partial 
grievances,  but  with  all  the  caution  and 
vigour  of  cool  determination,  carried  to 
such  a  magnitude,  as  to  give  us  just  grounds 
to  conclude,  that  a  decided  purpose  is  en- 
tertained of  effecting  our  total  ruin. 

"  We  are  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  what 
could  excite  so  much  acrimony  and  malig- 
nity against  us,  since  the  plunder  of  a  few 
bales  of  merchandize  by  straggling  parties, 
could  scarcely  provoke  such  measures. 
They  say  that  we  have  been  enriched  by  the 
wealth  of  their  allies'  castles,  and  that  the 
hard  earned  and  just  profits  of  their  trade, 
have  flowed  into  our  coffers:  but  where  is 
the  proof?  What  castles  have  suffered? 
except  indeed  the  late  splendid  success  of 
my  gallant  friend  Count  Rinaldo,  be  ad- 
duced as  a  solitary  instance.  Indeed  the 
Count  assures  me  that  it  was  not  an  act  of 
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premeditation,  but  occasioned  by  an  un- 
toward circumstance  at  the  moment;  yet 
if  they  demand  restitution  of  the  rich  spoil, 
I  am  confident,  from  the  well  known  ge- 
nerosity of  his  character,  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices  for 
the  common  advantage :  but  will  that  sa- 
tisfy them?  No!  forsooth,  we  must  eva- 
cuate our  own  dwellings  to  please  these 
disinterested  burghers.  Now,  in  regard 
to  the  plunder  of  their  rich  commerce, 
what  ostentatious  display  of  wealth  has 
been  made  ?  Have  we  risen  rapidly  from 
poverty,  and  humble  stations,  into  conspi- 
cuous notice?  Have  not  our  families  en- 
joyed distinguished  names  in  the  earliest 
records  of  our  land?  and  have  we  not  ac- 
cumulated our  possessions  in  the  slow  lapse 
of  ages  ?  Truly  there  is  no  security  against 
the  storms  of  Providence,  but  we  will  find 
means  to  repel  the  injustice  and  aggressions 
of  men,  and  will  not  be  intimidated  tamely 
to  surrender  our  just  rights,  should  even 
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the  invincible  Count  of  Hapsburg  com- 
mand us  to  submit." 

Born  in  a  country  whose  climate  encou- 
rages an  early  and  habitual  licentiousness, 
and  produces  a  disposition  unfriendly  to 
the  softer  virtues  of  compassion,  Rinaldo 
sought  only  his  own  gratification,  yet  ac- 
customed to  command  his  temper,  where 
his  interest  was  concerned,  he  was  enabled 
to  retain  a  partial  degree  of  composure 
during  Sir  Lutold's  speech,  although  the 
angry  flash  of  his  eye,  and  contracted 
brow,  declared  that  all  was  not  tranquil 
within.  At  the  conclusion  of  Regens- 
berg's  address  he  arose,  and  apologizing 
to  the  assembled  chiefs  for  offering  an 
opinion  on  a  subject,  with  which  they  were 
so  much  more  intimately  connected  and 
acquainted  than  himself,  he  briefly  said — ■ 

^^  I  think  our  gallant  leader  appears  to 
have  mistaken  the  purport  of  the  Zurich 
Manifesto,  which  relates  to  a  long  series 
of  extortion,  practised  by  a  numerous  and 
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powerful  nobility,  on  their  defenceless  and 
rich  commerce,  and  not  to  a  recent  and 
isolated  fact  of  a  plundered  castle,  in  which 
indeed  the  noble  Knight  had  a  deep  in- 
terest, although  the  richest  and  most  deli- 
cate part  of  the  spoil  has  unfortunately 
escaped.  As  a  soldier  of  fortune,  I  am 
particularly  pleased  and  amused  at  the 
remarks  regarding  restitution  ;  but  if  the 
noble  Lutold  and  his  Knightly  friends,  will 
restore  their  accumulated  plunder,  I  will 
gladly  follow  such  an  excellent  example, 
as  the  wrath  of  our  enemies  may  be  thus 
appeased,  and  I  shall  be  released  from  an 
engagement,  which  promises  to  me  and 
my  followers^  an  iron  rather  than  a  golden 
harvest.  , 

^'  Highly  as  I  respect  my  noble  friend,  I 
cannot  but  imagine  that  there  was  some  bit- 
terness mixed  up  in  his  remark,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  his  own  share.  But 
to  return  to  the  point.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  most  vigorous  offensive  measures 
should  immediately  be  adopted;  if  unsuc- 
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cessful,  it  will  be  full  time  to  retire  to  our 
fastnesses.'' 

The  Count  of  Tockenburgh,  possessing 
a  frank  and  chivalrous  disposition,  and 
scorning  any  species  of  dissimulation, 
warmly  declared — 

''  I  will  never  resign  the  spoil  which  I 
have  fairly  gained  with  my  sword,  but 
leave  it  to  those  whose  consciences  are  so 
tender  to  make  restitution  of  all  that  they 
consider  dishonorably  obtained  ;  and,  since 
the  leaders  of  the  league  demand  an  an- 
swer, I  will  refer  them  to  my  good  sword 
and  lance^  as  the  simplest  and  best  rea- 
soners." 

There  was  a  lurking  gallantry  in  his 
look,  which  admirably  seconded  his  obser- 
vation, and  infused  courage  into  the  hearts 
of  his  friends.  The  other  Chiefs  having 
rioted  in  the  rich  plunder  of  the  merchan- 
dize of  Zurich  and  its  allies,  were  unwil- 
ling to  abandon  their  hopes  of  future  spoil, 
and  w^ere,  therefore,  unanimous  in  their 
determination  to  support  Sir  Lutold  to  the 
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utmost  of  their  power  in  this  just  (as  they 
termed  it)  and  necessary  war. 

In  the  peasantry  of  the  surrounding 
districts,  the  Lord  of  Regensberg  found  a 
ready  support;  for,  insensible  to  their  mo- 
ral duties,  urged  by  their  poverty  and 
passions,  and  encouraged  by  the  pernici- 
ous example  of  those  who  knew,  and 
should  have  acted  better,  they  naturally 
joined  the  standard  of  their  feudal  supe- 
rior, and  plunged  into  all  the  excesses  of  a 
life  of  rapine.  Many  also  of  those  influ- 
enced by  purer  principles,  and  habituated 
to  the  labors  of  the  field,  quitted  their 
peaceful  occupations,  being  ruined  by  the 
constant  depredations  to  which  their  pro- 
perty  was  subject,  and  unwillingly  joined 
the  predatory  bands.  His  power  was 
also  strengthened  by  the  troops  of  needy 
adventurers,  collected  from  all  countries, 
who  were  captivated  by  the  alluring  pros- 
pects of  wealth  which  opened  to  their  view. 
But  the  principal  support  of  his  cause  was 
d3 
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the  alliance  of  the  formidable  Baron  of 
Tockenbur^,  who  united  with  him,  not  for 
the  paltry  regard  of  plunder,  but  for  the 
sake  of  upholding  the  power  of  the  great 
nobility. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  cave  to  which  the  party  had  been 
conducted  by  the  worthy  Leonhardt  was 
partly  natural,  partly  artificial  :  it  had 
probably  been  the  retreat,  at  an  earlier 
period,  either  of  some  recluse,  disgusted 
with  the  vanities  of  the  world,  and  willing 
to  atone  by  a  life  of  penance  for  the 
crimes  he  had  committed,  when  giving 
way  to  the  unbridled  license  of  his  impe- 
tuous passions ;  or  it  might  have  been  the 
rendezvous  of  banditti,  and  its  extent  na- 
turally warranted  the  latter  idea. 

Its  situation  amongst  a  ruggid  chain  of 
broken  and  disjointed  rocks,  (evidently  the 
effect  of  some  convulsion  of  nature,)  co- 
vered to  their  summit  with  groves  of  an- 
tique oak,  larch,  and  beech,  and  with  in- 
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numerable  shrubs,  rendered  it  admirably 
adapted  for  concealment;  independent  of 
which  advantages,  the  diflSculty  of  ap- 
proach, in  consequence  of  a  deep  and  wide 
chasm  in  the  rocks,  over  which  it  was 
necessary  to  pass,  rendered  it  still  more 
secure,  as  there  was  not  even  a  plank 
thrown  across;  but,  Leonhardt,  forhisown 
purposes,  had  formed  a  species  of  ladder 
bridge,  over  which  he  drew  the  bales  of 
goods,  and  then  carefully  concealed  it,  in 
a  deep  fissure  of  the  rock,  far  removed 
from  prying  eyes. 

The  mouth  of  the  cave  was  at  the  dis- 
tance of  twelve  paces  from  the  ground, 
and  the  ascent  was  over  great  masses  of 
granite;  the  entrance  was  narrow,  and 
concealed  by  a  thin  door  of  stone,  rough 
on  the  outside,  and  exactly  resembling  in 
colour  the  fragments  scattered  around  ;  a 
clear  spring  of  water  trickled  down  the 
rocks ;  the  interior  was  commodious,  and 
even  admitted  Hugo  to  stand  upright;  a 
stone  bench  was  carried  round  the  walls, 
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for  the  purpose  of  sleeping  or  sitting ;  and 
at  the  extreme  end  were  some  large  tables? 
of  the  same  material.  Several  hooks  were 
fixed  in  the  roof,  which,  from  the  black- 
ened surface  of  the  walls,  appeared  to 
have  been  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of 
suspending  lamps.  On  either  side  was  a 
large  excavation,  which  bore  evident 
marks  of  fire.  The  cave  was  perfectly 
dry  and  airy,  although  the  door  was  the 
only  aperture  visible. 

With  the  addition  of  some  dried  leaves, 
and  their  own  cloaks,  two  comfortable 
beds  were  formed  at  the  upper  end  for  the 
ladies  to  retire  to  at  night ;  but  during  the 
day  they  occupied  the  entrance,  as  being 
more  cheerful. 

When  Leonhardt  thus  generously  con- 
cealed the  party  in  this  retreat,  he  took 
the  wise  precaution  to  proceed  there  whilst 
it  was  yet  dark,  and  also  resolved,  when 
the  roads  were  free,  to  release  them  in  the 
early  dawn,  exacting  from  each  a  solemn 
oath  that  they  would  never  divulge  the 
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secret  of  the  cave,  and  that  during  the 
time  they  might  remain  there,  they  would 
not  extend  their  observations  around,  ex- 
cept in  the  event  of  extreme  danger.  But 
our  worthy  host  did  not  discover  all  his 
secrets;  for  in  the  wall  at  the  extremity  of 
the  cave  was  a  trap  door,  so  artfully  ar- 
ranged, as  even  to  escape  the  detection  of 
a  nice  and  attentive  observer,  which  led 
into  another  apartment,  where  the  valua- 
bles of  our  host  and  his  mercantile  friends 
were  arranged  in  order. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary  that  Leon- 
hardt  should  risk  exciting  the  vengeance 
of  his  feudal  Lord  and  benefactor,  Sir 
Lutold,  by  assisting  in  the  escape  of  the 
Lady  Matilda,  for  the  possession  of  whose 
person  he  had  loaded  his  reputation  with 
infamy,  by  the  employment  of  means  so 
disgraceful ;  but  the  retainer  played  a 
sure  game,  since  he  had  received  certain 
information  from  his  father,  an  influential 
Burgher  of  Zurich,  of  the  mighty  efforts 
in  preparation  for  the  suppression  of  the 
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power  of  the  haughty  and  hitherto  suc- 
cessful Count  of  Regensberg;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  the  protection  which  the 
Ladies  of  Greiffen  were  known  to  enjoy 
from  the  friendship  of  the  gallant  and 
powerful  Rodolph,  with  the  gift  of  a 
heavy  purse  of  gold,  and  the  promise  of 
another,  if  they  succeeded  in  reaching 
Hapsburg  in  safety,  were  reasons,  the  elo- 
quence and  force  of  which  Leonhardt  was 
unable  to  resist.  But,  to  do  him  strict  jus- 
tice, he  was  a  kind-hearted  man,  and  was 
ever  ready  to  perform  a  generous  action ; 
and,  when  once  his  word  was  pledged, 
his  honor  might  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

Secure  in  the  gloomy  wildness  of  this 
retreat,  in  such  a  pathless  part  of  the  forest, 
now  that  the  first  bitterness  of  Sir  Her- 
man's inhuman  murder,  and  the  excite- 
ment of  their  hurried  escape,  had  partially 
subsided,  and  the  minds  of  Lady  Ethe- 
linda  and  her  daughter,  began  to  recover 
from  the  intense  interest  occasioned  by 
these  events,  and  to  assume  some  degree 
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of  calmness,  the  singularity  of  their  pre- 
sent situation   naturally    alarmed    them, 
in  company  as  they  were  with  men   ac- 
customed  from    their  earliest  infancy  to 
scenes  of  blood,  and  surrounded  by  savage 
and  relentless  marauders,  whose   swords 
were  ever  ready  to  fly  from  their  scab- 
bards at  the  slightest  prospect  of  a  golden 
harvest;  but  when  they  reflected  on  the 
noble  bearing  of  Hugo,  the  kindness  and 
delicate  attention  which   he   evinced,    in 
numerous  trifling  instances,  for  their  safety 
and  comfort,  and  the  imminent  danger  to 
which  he  had  exposed  his   own   and  his 
companions'  lives,  in  thus  attempting  their 
rescue  from  the  power  of  such  a  formida- 
ble Chieftain,  whose  will  was  law  ;  these 
frightful  chimeras  quickly  vanished  from 
their  imagination,  and  renewed  confidence 
in  their  faithful  protectors  restored  peace 
to  their  bosoms. 

Their  attention  was  now  fixed  on  the 
passing  scene  of  the  moment ;  for  the  me- 
lancholy stillness  of  the  solitude  was  sud- 
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denly  interrupted  by  the  increasing  mur- 
mur of  the  mountain  blast  as  it  whistled 
through  the  branches  of  the  trees.  The 
dark  and  gathering  clouds  portended  one 
of  those  thunder  storms  so  frequent  and  so 
terrific  in  these  hilly  regions;  presently 
the  faint  sounds  of  distant  thunder,  and 
the  deep  gloom  which  prevailed  around, 
(save  when  the  forked  lightning  illumi- 
ned the  surrounding  objects  with  its  lu- 
rid glare^  and  drove  the  affrighted  animals 
from  their  lairs,)  then  the  large  drops  of 
rain  falling  heavily  on  the  dried  leaves, 
and  anon  the  wind  roaring  with  redoubled 
fury,  announced  its  rapid  approach. 
Louder  and  louder  rolled  the  frequent 
claps  of  thunder,  whilst  the  crash  of  dried 
and  decayed  branches  struck  on  their 
startled  ears,  until  at  length  the  tempest 
seemed  to  expend  its  fury  in  one  tremen- 
dous burst  over  their  devoted  heads ;  and 
a  large  ball  of  fire  falling  on  the  huge  and 
gnarled  oak  (coeval  with  the  mountains) 
which  shaded  the  entrance  of  their  cave, 
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rived  its  noble  trunk  to  its  centre,  and 
scathed  its  vigorous  limbs  with  its  wither- 
ing and  blackening  touch. 

A  fearful  and  mysterious  awe  pervaded 
the  whole  group,  and  made  them  start  in 
affright  from  their  seats,  at  this  terrible 
display  of  the  Almighty's  power.  The 
rain  now  fell  in  torrents:  the  late  suffo- 
cating sultry  air  was  exchanged  for  a  re- 
freshinof  coolness:  the  thunder  re-echoed 
in  fainter  and  more  prolonged  peals, 
through  the  gorges  of  the  Alps,  till  the 
sound  died  in  the  distance.  The  heavy 
clouds  had  passed  away :  all  nature  ap- 
peared revived,  and  the  previous  stillness 
reigned  again  in  the  solitude  around. 

Their  minds  softened  by  the  late  scene, 
were  impressed  with  the  most  melancholy 
feelings  with  regard  to  their  dear  Emme- 
line's  fate  ;  and  though  they  had  every 
reason  to  hope,  that  she  had  effected  her 
escape,  since  Count  Rinaldo  had,  after 
plundering  the  castle,  immediately  retired, 
and  had  not  attempted  to  send  any  party 
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in  advance,  to  pursue  the  fugitives:  yet 
maternal  feelings  naturally  raised  doubt 
and  anxiety  in  the  breast  of  Ethelinda. 

Hugo  had  assured  her,  that  the  secret 
entrance  was  closed  by  Albert  the  Page, 
and  had  escaped  the  notice  of  Rinaldo; 
but  observing  that  their  spirits  began 
to  droop,  now  that  the  fever  of  excite- 
ment was  over  ;  and  conscious  that  the 
mind,  if  allowed  to  dwell  on  its  own  mise- 
ries, only  becomes  more  weakened  and 
distressed,  and  surrenders  itself  to  a  thou- 
sand fancies,  more  frightful  than  the  re- 
ality, he  determined  if  possible  to  engage 
their  attention  to  other  objects,  by  relating 
some  of  the  wild  legends  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  which  he  was  well  versed:  sub- 
mitting therefore  his  proposal  to  the  ladies, 
to  which  they  readily  assented,  as  likely 
to  relieve  the  dull  monotony  of  their  situ- 
ation, which,  from  the  want  of  occupation, 
did  not  permit  them  to  withdraw  their 
thoughts  from  the  contemplation  of  their 
sorrows  ;    Hugo    related    the    following 
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veracious  history,  having  previously  sta- 
tioned Charles  in  such  a  situation  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  as  where,  entirely 
concealed  from  observation,  he  could  see 
all  the  objects  around,  and  be  enabled  to 
give  alarm,  if  any  person  should  approach 
their  retreat. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Alberto  Giovanni,  the  son  of  Giulio,  was 
Lord  of  Laremo,  in  the  principality  of 
Benevento,  and  also  of  Soro  and  Arpino, 
in  the  Campania  of  Rome  ;  distinguished 
for  his  enterprising  and  warlike  spirit,  and 
in  possession  of  such '  rich  and  extensive 
territories^  he  constantly  entertained  a 
numerous  body  of  soldiers,  and  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  signalizing  his  cou- 
rage, particularly  against  the  Saracens, 
who  made  frequent  incursions  from  Sicily, 
and  carried  their  dreadful  ravages  into 
the  interior  of  unhappy  Italy. 

His  valour,  his  genius,  and  that  happy 
success,  which  attended  all  his  enterprises, 
at  length  rendered  his  name  odious  to  the 
Saracenic  leaders  and  soldiers, so  that  when 
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mothers  and  nurses  wished  to  subdue  the 
turbulent  spirits  of  fractious  children,  the 
name  of  Alberto  Giovanni  was  pronounced 
with  great  solemnity,  and  they  were  threat- 
ened with  his  terrible  presence,  and  agree- 
able to  the  private  and  authentic  memoirs 
of  the  Princes  of  Messina,  this  formidable 
name  never  failed  in  subduing  the  young 
scions  of  ]Mahometanism. 

Foiled  in  their  frequent  attempts  to 
retain  permanent  possession  of  the  fruitful 
plains  of  fair  Italy,  the  Saracens  deter- 
mined to  make  a  more  vigorous  effort,  and 
fortunately  for  their  interests,  the  golden 
opportunity  at  length  arrived,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  pressing  invitation,  which 
Zizim,  the  leader  of  their  forces,  received 
from  the  Neapolitans^  to  assist  them  in 
their  war  wnth  the  Prince  of  Benevento. 

Secretly  resolved  to  take  every  advan- 
tage of  their  vain  allies,  Zizim  spared  his 
own  troops  as  much  as  possible  on  every 
occasion,  and  encouraged  the  Neapolitans 
to  deeds  of  renown,  and  to  expose  their 
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persons  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  by  praising 
their  valour,  and  comparing  their  actions 
with  the  acts  of  the  olden  time.  At  length, 
after  repeated  defeats  in  the  open  field, 
arising  from  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
combined  force,  the  dispirited  Beneventine 
army  was  driven  to  take  shelter  in  the 
different  fortresses  of  the  kingdom,  and 
Zizim,  at  the  head  of  the  main  body,  sat 
down  to  besiege  the  important  Town  of 
Zaranto;  but  as  the  garrison  was  nume- 
rous, composed  of  the  best  troops,  and 
animated  by  the  heroic  conduct  and  ex- 
ample of  the  gallant  Giovanni,  he  made 
little  progress  in  the  siege  ;  for  as  often  as 
he  erected  works,  under  cover  of  which 
he  hoped  to  carry  on  his  mining  opera- 
tions with  more  security,  the  besieged,  sal- 
lying from  the  gates,  drove  them  from  the 
walls,  and  destroying  the  fruit  of  their 
anxious  labours  with  fire,  returned  with- 
out much  loss  to  the  town. 

The  principal  leaders,  and  the  grateful 
inhabitants,  acknowledged  their  vast  ob- 
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ligations  to  Giovanni,  and  he  was  idolized 
by  his  own  retainers  for  his  valour  and 
justice;  but  there  was  one  amongst  the 
nobles  of  Taranto,  whose  base  soul  was 
inflamed  by  the  demon  passion  of  jealousy 
and  revenge;  and  in  whose  dark  eye,  cun- 
ning was  strongly  expressed.  He  had 
long  viewed  with  feelings  of  the  deepest 
malignity,  the  well  merited  praises  and 
honors  which  were  showered  on  the  noble 
defender  of  his  country;  but  when  the 
people,  on  his  return  from  his  last  success- 
ful attack  on  the  enemy's  works,  led  him 
in  triumph  to  the  public  square,  and 
crowned  him  with  a  simple  wreath  of  lau- 
rel as  the  saviour  of  their  town,  the  rage 
of  Pietro  was  beyond  all  bounds,  and  he 
swore  in  the  perfidy  of  his  own  venomous 
heart,  to  find  some  treacherous  means  of 
ridding  himself  of  this  canker  of  all  his 
hopes. 

To  account  in  some  measure  for  these 
fiendish  sentiments,  it  is  necessary  to  recur 
to  his   previous   history.     Pietro   Albano 
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was  three  years  younger  than  the  noble 
Giovanni,  and  had  served  for  some  time 
under  him ;  during  which  period,  he  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  the 
charms  of  the  amiable  Adelaide,  the  sister 
of  the  Count. 

Sprung  from  an  ancient,  but  decayed 
family,  his  patrimonial  estate  consisted 
only  of  a  strong  tower,  with  a  moderate 
domain  around  it,  situated  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Laverno.  During  his  father's 
life,  his  only  support  was  his  sword ;  and 
in  those  perilous  times  the  life  of  a  soldier 
was  hazardous,  the  harness  being  con- 
stantly on  his  back  ;  but  then  he  had  many 
opportunities  of  displaying  his  courage  (a 
quality  in  which  Pietro  was  by  no  means 
deficient),  and  carving  out  his  own  fortune. 

He  had  frequently  obtained  the  warm 
commendations  of  his  Lord,  and  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  about  one  year  previ- 
ous to  the  present  siege  of  Tarento,  had 
received  the  gift  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
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money  from  Giovanni,  to  enable  him  to 
repair  the  dilapidations  which  time  had 
made  on  his  antique  tower ;  and  shortly 
after,  this  gift  was  followed  by  his  Sove- 
reign (through  his  patron's  influence)  con- 
ferring on  him  the  title  of  Baron,  with  a 
small  territory  of  no  great  value,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  distinguished  gallantry  in 
the  bloody  affair  with  the  Saracens,  near 
the  mountain  pass  of  Gari. 

The  Saracens  had  almost  succeeded  in 
forcing  this  important  position,  when  Gi- 
ovanni's arrival  restored  the  fortune  of  the 
day ;  for,  charging  furiously  at  the  head 
of  his  retainers,  he  drove  back  the  enemy 
in  every  direction  ;  but  in  the  last  encoun- 
ter, his  standard-bearer  being  pierced 
through  the  heart  by  Al  Hamed,  the 
leader  of  the  party,  and  falling  to  the 
ground,  the  trophy  was  on  the  point  of 
being  seized  by  the  victor,  when  Pietro, 
arriving  at  full  speed,  unhorsed  his  adver- 
sary, and  regaining  the  flag,  bore  it  in  safety 
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to  his  victorious  Lord,  who  had  witnessed 
the  daring  exploit. 

In  consequence  of  a  wound  which  he 
had  received  in  the  action,  Giovanni  re- 
tired to  his  Castle  of  Laverno,  in  order  to 
recruit  his  strength  previous  to  the  en- 
suing campaign ;  and  Pietro  was  invited 
to  accompany  him.  Here  he  embraced 
the  favorable  opportunity  of  ingratiating 
himself  in  the  favor  of  Adelaide,  who, 
though  not  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a 
beautiful  person^  yet  was  easy  and  grace- 
ful in  her  movements,  and  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  more  sterling  qualities 
of  the  mind.  Her  disposition  w^ as  lively, 
and  she  had  the  enviable  talent  of  crea- 
ting amusement  out  of  the  most  trifling  in- 
cident. 

But  these  were  points  of  minor  conside- 
ration to  the  politic  Baron,  as  the  large 
dowry  which  he  had  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  generous  Count  would  bestow 
on  his  only  sister,  on  her  marriage,  was  the 
charm  for  which  he  sighed :  since,  by  the 
E  2 
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receipt  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  he 
would  be  enabled  to  support  a  numerous 
train  of  followers;  and  he  hoped,  with 
their  assistance,  and  the  aid  of  his  good 
sword  and  plastic  conscience,  to  advance 
his  own  interest  in  the  world. 

To  attain  this  desirable  object,  he  ex- 
erted all  his  energies,  and  assumed  the  air 
of  the  most  passionate  and  disinterested 
attachment;  but,  unfortunately  for  the 
success  of  his  projects,  his  intended  victim 
was  endowed  with  an  intuitive  perception 
of  character;  and^  as  her  heart  v/as  not 
touched,  and,  consequently,  her  reason  and 
judgment  unclouded,  her  mind  was  early 
impressed  with  the  suspicion  that  Pietro's 
admiration  was  not  sincere  ;  until  at  length 
his  superior  skill  in  the  arts  of  dissimula- 
tion effaced  this  adverse  feeling. 

Adelaide  entertained  strict  notions  on 
the  subject  of  religion,  and  evinced  her 
piety  by  the  regular  and  sincere  perform- 
ance of  its  offices.  Availing  himself  of  her 
sentiments  on   this  point,    he  frequently 
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made  it  the  topic  of  conversation;  and 
adroitly  contrived  to  draw  forth  her  opi- 
nions, when  he  cordially  assented  to  their 
force  and  justice,  as  if  convinced  by  her 
arguments.  This  similarity  of  feeling  be- 
gan to  have  its  due  effect ;  she  saw  his  ap- 
proach with  evident  pleasure,  which  did 
not  escape  his  penetrating  eye,  and  the 
consciousness  that  she  had  unintentionally 
betrayed  some  emotion,  threw  her  into 
great  confusion,  which  he  was  always 
prepared  to  turn  to  his  own  advantage, 
by  appearing  not  to  notice  it,  and  thus  al- 
lowing her  time  to  recover  her  self-poses- 
sion.  This  apparent  delicacy  of  conduct 
promoted  his  cause;  and  he  would  per- 
haps have  eventually  reaped  the  fruits  of 
his  tact  and  unwearied  patience,  had  not 
his  mistress  possessed  a  true  and  sincere 
friend,  who  gently  tore  the  film  from  her 
deluded  eyes,  and  exhibited  her  lover  in 
his  native  deformity,  stripped  of  all  his 
adventitious  attractions. 

Father  Anselmo  had  been  Confessor  to 
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her  mother,  for  whom  he  had  entertained 
a  sincere  regard,  and  at  her  death  this  af- 
fection had  been  transferred  to  her  daugh- 
ter, whose  sweet  disposition  and  captiva- 
ting mental  qualities  had  more  and  more 
endeared  her  to  the  estimable  old  man ; 
who,  observing  the  attentions,  and  aware 
of  the  real  character  of  the  deceitful  Ba- 
ron, resolved  to  rouse  his  dear  daughter 
from  her  impending  danger;  and  on  the 
following  day,  when  she  appointed  him  to 
hear  her  confessions,  he  questioned  her  re- 
garding her  sentiments. 

''  The  blessings  of  the  day  be  with  you, 
my  daughter  !"  said  the  aged  man,  as  Ade- 
laide approached  him ;  "  my  task  will  be 
light,  for  you  cannot  have  much  to  unbur- 
then  from  your  pious  and  well-regulated 
mind  :  besides,  your  life  is  so  secluded,  that 
it  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  new  emo- 
tion can  have  ruffled  the  placid  serenity  of 
your  soul."  As  he  regarded  her  with 
fixed  attention,  her  eye  sank  under  his 
gaze,  and  she  replied — 
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'^  Indeed,  my  good  father,  your  parti- 
ality leads  you  to  attribute  more  virtue  to 
me  than  the  reality  warrants.  I  fear  my 
passions  are  sometimes  rebellious." 

"  Some  little  disappointment  in  dress," 
replied  the  monk : — '^|this  vanity,  when  not 
carried  to  excess,  is  a  pardonable  sin." 

"  Now  you  alarm  me,"  replied  Ade- 
laide ;"  for,  if  all  the  emotions  to  which 
the  female  mind  is  subject  are  to  be  ac- 
counted sins,  I  fear  you  will  have  much  to 
overlook ;  but  are  you  so  charitable  as 
wont? — pardon  the  expression^  for  you 
have  indeed  encouraged  me  too  much 
by  your  kindness ;  but  why  do  you  ima- 
gine that  my  mind  is  not  so  calm  as 
usual?" 

"  Because,"  said  the  monk,  ^'  you  have 
not  been  so  regular  in  your  confessions  of 
late;  and  I  should  have  concluded  that  a 
warmer  passion  than  vanity  had  occupied 
the  chief  place  in  your  heart,  had  any 
one  deserving  of  your  regard  lately  visited 
at  the  castle ;  with  the  exception  of  Pietro 
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Albano,  however  no  other  Noble  has  been 
a  guest  at  your  brother's  since  his  return; 
and  I  am  quite  confident  that  this  licentious 
man  would  ill  assimilate  with  such  purity 
as  yours." 

There  was  a  slight  shudder  in  the  frame 
of  Adelaide^  and  a  tremour  in  her  voice, 
as  she  faintly  demanded — 

'^  Does  the  brave  Albano  bear  this  cha- 
racter?'^ 

Apprised  by  her  manner  that  it  was 
high  time  to  apply  the  antidote  to  the  poi- 
son of  the  serpent,  before  it  penetrated  too 
deeply  through  the  veins,  Alselmo  em- 
braced the  happy  moment  of  drawing  a 
true  picture  of  the  almost  successful  dis- 
sembler. 

^^  I  will  answer  your  question;  and  that 
the  more  readily,  that  you  may  be  on 
your  guard  against  his  specious  conduct, 
should  he  ever  attempt  to  gain  your  favor; 
but  I  trust  your  known  penetration  of  cha- 
racter, will  shield  you  effectually  from  the 
danger   of  his  delusive  arts.     I  will  not 
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shock  your  delicate  ears  with  the  relation 
of  the  dissolute  scenes  of  his  early  life^but 
will  at  once  proceed  to  that  point,  which 
will  undoubtedly  have  most  w^eight  with 
you.  I  allude  to  his  religious  principles; 
but  indeed  they  cannot  be  termed  so,  for 
he  believes  nothing,  respects  nothing,  in 
fact,  laughs  at  morals  and  truth,  as  idle 
fables  and  chimeras,  raised  by  designing 
priests,  to  frighten  women  and  children, 
since  no  man  of  spirit  would  attach  the 
slightest  faith  to  such  dreams  of  the  ima- 
gination. From  your  knowledge  of  my 
character,  you  will  give  me  ample  cre- 
dit, for  not  idly  making  these  assertions, 
without  having  the  power  to  substantiate 
their  truth  in  the  clearest  manner  ;  and  you 
will  also  allow,  that  my  disposition  gene- 
rally leads  me  to  palliate,  rather  than  con- 
demn: you  may  therefore  safely  conclude, 
that  neither  malice  or  hatred,  or  any 
other  unworthy  passion  actuates  me  in  the 
present  instance,  but  solely  duty,  and  the 
earnest  desire,  to  rescue  an  innocent  girl 
E  3 
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from  the  designing  machinations  of  an  in- 
fidel ;  and  though  he  has  affected  to  ad- 
mire, and  practise  the  duties  of  our  holy- 
religion,  in  order  first  to  obtain  your  es- 
teem, and  then  your  love,  yet  remember, 
that  an  agent  of  darkness  can  occasionally 
assume  the  appearance  of  an  angel  of  light, 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  iniquitous 
schemes;  but  by  his  works  you  must  judge 
him.  And  if  you  still  doubt,  I  have  too 
many  damning  proofs  of  his  guilt,  to  per- 
mit the  most  sceptical,  to  remain  in  un- 
belief;— and  now  daughter,  we  will  pro- 
ceed to  confession." 

The  innocent  girl  poured  out  her  whole 
soul  to  her  affectionate  guardian,  who  by 
this  timely  advice  had  saved  her  from 
destruction,  and  a  life  of  future  misery. 
Fortunately,  her  love  had  not  yet  made  a 
deep  impression  on  her  heart,  and  the  ef- 
fort, to  free  herself  from  his  snares,  was  not 
difficult. 

But  it  did  not  prove  so  easy  to  persuade 
Albano  to  enter  into  this  composition,  who, 
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in  the  first  interview  with  her,  after  her 
last  confession,  at  once  perceived  the 
change  in  her  sentiments,  yet  resolved  to 
persevere,  and  take  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents for  his  future  success. 

Dreading  his  vengeance,  should  she  ac- 
quaint her  brother  with  her  disapproba- 
tion of  his  addresses,  yet  unwilling  to  re- 
ceive his  attentions,  she  was  uncertain  what 
course  to  pursue,  when  the  sudden  and 
unexpected  departure  of  Albano  from 
Laverno,  relieved  her  for  the  present  from 
her  fears,  and  from  the  pain  of  his  pre- 
sence, and  enabled  her  to  consider  her 
future  line  of  conduct. 

Pietro  had  received  a  secret  communi- 
cation, which  created  great  alarm  in  his 
mind,  lest  his  licentious  conduct  at  Rome, 
during  his  visit  there  in  the  preceding  year, 
should  be  divulged,  and  thus  at  once  dis- 
solve all  his  dreams  of  ambition;  and 
therefore,  pleading  urgent  business,  he 
hastily  fled  from  the  castle,  hoping  to 
avoid  the  coming  storm. 
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During  his  attendance  at  the  evening 
service  at  St  John's^  he  was  much  struck 
with  the  figure  of  a  beautiful  girl,  who 
appeared  there  regularly,  and  was  par- 
ticularly devout  ;  he  soon  learnt,  by 
means  of  an  emissary,  that  her  name  was 
Agnes,  the  daughter  of  Count  Sorentius, 
of  Pavia,  and  that  she  had  visited  Rome, 
in  company  with  her  father,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  a  short  noviciate,  pre- 
paratory to  taking  the  veil. 

He  obtained  an  introduction  to  the  fa- 
mily, and  despite  of  her  great  predilection 
for  the  cloister,  soon  raised  doubts  in  her 
weak  mind,  of  the  propriety  of  her  choice; 
and  six  months  after  her  entrance,  suc- 
ceeded by  bribery  in  withdrawing  her 
from  the  convent.  Leaving  Rome  imme- 
diately with  the  partner  of  his  guilt,  a 
considerable  time  elapsed  before  the  place 
of  her  retreat  was  discovered ;  chance  at 
length  betrayed  the  miserable  and  de- 
graded Agnes,  for  the  Baron  soon  found 
her  presence  a  great  obstacle  to  his  future 
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prospects,  when  once  he  had  determined 
to  obtain  the  hand  of  Adelaide. 

Afraid  to  dismiss  her  unceremoniously, 
lest  the  story  of  her  wrongs  should  reach 
the  ear  of  his  intended  victim,  he  sought 
out  some  quiet  retreat,  where,  concealed 
from  the  eyes  of  the  world,  she  might 
pass  her  life  in  penitence  and  prayer.  Such 
a  residence  he  found  in  a  small  town  near 
Otranto,  and  having  made  the  necessary 
arrangements,  for  her  admission  as  a 
boarder^  he  sent  the  victim  of  his  seductive 
arts  to  the  Convent  of  "  Our  Lady." 

It  so  happened,  that  the  superior  of  the 
convent,  at  which  the  wretched  Agnes  had 
first  taken  the  veil,  came  on  a  visit  to  her 
sister,  and  immediately  recognized  the  new 
boarder,  on  which,  claiming  her  as  a  profess- 
ed member  of  her  convent,  she  had  her  pri- 
vately conveyed  to  Rome,  there  to  undergo 
the  severe  punishment  awarded  to  crimes 
of  such  deep  dye.  A  formal  accusation  was 
at  the  same  time  lodged  in  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal court,  against  Pietro  Albano,  for  the 
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betrayal  of  innocence,  and  the  still  more 
heinous  oifence,  the  abduction  of  a  nun. 
And  he  was  peremptorily  summoned  to 
appear,  to  answer  for  his  offences,  on  pain 
of  immediate  excommunication. 

Fearful  of  the  consequences  of  resistance, 
(for  the  Prince  of  Benevento  was  a  great 
supporter  of  the  papal  power),  yet  unwil- 
ling to  trust  to  the  mercy  of  the  reigning 
Pontiff,  unless  he  could  obtain  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney sufficient  to  purchase  a  ready  and  cer- 
tain acquittal,  he  determined  to  apply  to  his 
patron  Albei^to  for  the  loan ;  but  conceal- 
ing the  real  circumstances,  which  had  oc- 
casioned the  pressing  demand,  he  merely 
pleaded  general  distress,  and  found  a  ready 
acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  the  generous 
Count,  to  supply  his  wants. 

Posting  immediately  to  Rome,  he  cal- 
led on  his  uncle  Alvinzi,  and  acquainting 
him  with  his  distress,  entreated  his  advice 
and  interference,  at  the  same  time  profess- 
ing his  readines  to  undergo  any  penance 
the  church  might,  in  its  mercy,  impose. 
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At  the  suggestion  of  his  worthy  uncle,  he 
soon  made  his  peace,  at  the  sacrifice  of  a 
considerable  sum,  with  the  indignant  Ab- 
bess, who,  for  the  credit  and  reputation 
of  her  house,  was  heartily  glad  to  arrange 
the  affair,  without  informing  the  Count 
Sorentius. 

The  principal  prosecutor  being  thus 
happily  soothed^  his  offences  were  easily 
pardoned,  a  nominal  penance  only  being 
enjoined.  The  real  offender  thus  escaped 
the  punishment  due  to  his  cold  blooded 
villany^  through  the  means  of  bribery  ad- 
roitly applied,  whilst  the  miserable,  and 
comparatively  innocent  victim  of  the  se- 
ducer's arts,  mourned,  in  pain  and  shame, 
her  departure  from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Rejoicing  in  the  success  of  his  plans, 
and  his  escape  from  such  imminent  danger, 
at  a  rate  so  cheap,  after  passing  some  time 
with  his  uncle,  and  insinuating  himself  into 
the  good  graces  of  those  leading  men  of 
the  papal  court,  whose  interest  he  cal- 
culated might  eventually  be  useful  to  him, 
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Pietro  returned  to  his  own  domains,  where 
his  first  object  was  to  ascertain  whether 
the  real  motive  of  his  late  sudden  departure 
had  transpired ;  for  he  was  well  aware  that 
it  would  be  a  hopeless  attempt  to  succeed 
in  his  views  on  the  person  of  Adelaide, 
should  the  secret  of  his  villany  have 
reached  her  ears. 

Unfortunately  for  his  interests,  the  in- 
mates of  Laverno  were  already  informed 
of  his  unprincipled  conduct;  for,  the  day 
after  his  departure,  Alselmo  had  related 
to  the  Count  Giovanni  all  the  particulars 
of  his  early  life,  his  specious  desip^ns  on 
Adelaide,  and  the  progress  he  at  one  pe- 
riod had  made  in  her  affection ;  and, 
finally,  his  last  act  of  libertinism — the  ab- 
duction of  Agnes,  his  cruel  neglect  and 
desertion  of  the  poor  girl,  to  whom  he 
had  promised  marriage,  (until  having  pos- 
session of  her  person,  in  defiance  of  his 
solemn  oath,  and  every  principle  of  ho- 
nor, he  basely  contrived  to  rob  her,  by  the 
most  unjustifiable  means,  of  her  innocence), 
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and  then,  after  a  few  short  weeks  of  un- 
hallowed pleasure,  his  refusal  to  perform  his 
promises,  on  the  false  plea,  forsooth,  of 
his  scruples  of  conscience  in  marrying  a 
professed  nun. 

Albano  had  now  remained  for  some 
time  at  his  tower,  without  receiving  an  in- 
vitation from  Alberto;  tired  at  length  of 
his  seclusion,  he  boldly  ventured  to  visit 
at  Laverno,  unasked ;  but  the  coolness  of 
his  reception  clearly  evinced  a  total 
change  in  the  Count's  feelings  of  regard 
towards  him.  Undaunted,  however,  at 
this  marked,  but  silent  disproval  of  his  li- 
centious and  unfeeling  conduct,  he  re- 
quested an  audience  of  Giovanni,  and, 
making  a  formal  demand  of  the  Lady 
Adelaide's  hand,  met  with  a  cold  and  de- 
cided refusal. 

Inflamed  with  violent  and  unrelenting 
hatred,  which,  however,  he  concealed  in 
the  inmost  recess  of  his  breast,  he  express- 
ed his  regret  that  the  honor  of  an  alliance 
with  the  noble  House  of  Giovanni  was  de- 
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nied  him  ;  and,  bidding  his  final  adieu  to 
Laverno,  sought  his  own  gloomy  tower, 
secretly  vowing  that  he  would  embrace 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  being  bloodily 
revenged  for  this  decided  and  public  af- 
front. Giovanni  having  now  perfectly 
recovered  from  his  wounds,  rejoined  the 
army,  and  was  shortly  after  followed  by 
Albano. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  valor, 
merit,  and  constant  success  of  Alberto^  by 
which  he  obtained  the  noble  but  simple 
distinction  of  the  laurel  crown,  in  testi- 
mony of  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen, 
and  agreeable  to  the  custom  of  the  ancient 
Romans,  had  rankled  in  the  heart  of  the 
revengeful  Pietro  Albano^  and  excited 
him  to  devise  some  measures  by  which  he 
might  obtain  the  speedy  gratification  of 
his  base  desires,  by  the  death  or  defeat  of 
the  generous  and  gallant  Chief,  whom,  in- 
stead of  injuring,  he  ought  rather  to  have 
supported  with  his  utmost  power,  in  re- 
membrance of  the  numerous  benefits  which 
he  had  received  from  him  ;  but  the  refusal 
of  his  sister's  hand  appears  to  have  can- 
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celled  all  former  obligations  in  his  wicked 
mind. 

The  long-expected  moment  at  last  ar- 
rived :  defeated  on  so  many  occasions,  the 
enemy  commenced  a  work  of  great  mag- 
nitude, in  the  form  of  a  tower  of  several 
stages;  by  means  of  which  they  not  only 
hoped  to  overlook  the  walls,  but  also  to 
force  a  passage  over  the  ramparts,  and 
thus  securing  possession  of  one  of  the 
gates,  obtain  an  easy  entrance  into  the 
town.  For  this  purpose  they  formed  se- 
veral strong  ladder-bridges,  with  slight 
railings  on  either  side,  and  large  hooks  at 
one  end,  to  grapple  the  walls ;  these  they 
attached  to  the  upper  stage  of  the  tower, 
and  proposed,  when  it  approached  suffi- 
ciently near  the  town,  to  let  them  fall 
suddenly,  by  which  a  numerous  and  select 
body  of  their  bravest  men  might  at  once 
secure  possession  of  the  rampart  near  the 
eastern  gate. 

To  defend  the  assailants  from  the  darts 
and  arrows  of  the  besieged,  strong  bulls' 
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hides,  well  saturated  with  water,  were 
fastened  over  the  front  and  flanks,  and  to 
prevent  the  chance  of  injury,  from  the  sor- 
ties of  the  garrison^  the  work  was  prepared 
at  some  distance  from  the  advanced  posts, 
and  strong  and  numerous  wheels  were 
placed  under,  to  facilitate  its  approach. 
When  the  tower  had  attained  a  conside- 
rable height,  its  further  progress  was 
closely  watched  ;  and  as  the  workmen  com- 
menced fastening  the  hides  on  the  enor- 
mous frame,  Giovanni  proposed  that  the 
whole  garrison  should  sally,  at  the  hour 
when  the  Saracens  retired  to  cook  their 
dinner,  as  they  would  find  them  unpre- 
pared at  that  moment.  The  chiefs  readily 
assented  to  this  proposal,  and  the  Count 
was  requested  to  superintend  its  execution. 
Having  however  found  the  enemy  always 
prepared  on  several  occasions^  he  suspected 
some  treachery,  and  in  this  instance,  only 
communicated  his  ideas  to  the  Prince,  and 
a  few  of  his  most  confidential  friends:  and 
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the  garrison  was  silently  assembled,  a  few 
minutes  before  the  appointed  hour. 

Having  divided  his  troops  into  three 
divisions,  he  appointed  the  first  to  attack 
the  guard,  and  destroy  the  tower  by  fire; 
the  second  received  orders  to  attack  the 
camp,  and  the  last  to  afford  succour  to 
both  parties,  as  occasion  might  require^ 
and  also  to  cover  their  retreat  when  the 
affair  was  achieved. 

All  being  prepared,  the  gates  were  sud- 
denly thrown  open,  and  the  Tarentines 
sallied  out,  with  full  confidence  in  their 
invincible  leader :  all  went  on  prosperously ; 
the  enemy  was  taken  completely  by  sur- 
prise, and  made  but  slight  resistance;  and 
the  garrison  might  have  returned  with 
little  loss,  had  not  an  unexpected  obstacle 
detained  them :  for  the  workmen  in  throw- 
ing w^ater  to  keep  the  hides  wet,  had 
soaked  the  lower  timbers,  and  a  consider- 
able period  elapsed,  before  the  combusti- 
bles took  effect. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  terrified  Saracens 
recovered  from  their  panic,  formed  their 
squadrons,  and  again  assumed  the  offen- 
sive. Alberto  however  maintained  his 
ground  against  all  opposition,  until  the 
flames  surmounting  all  opposing  obstacles, 
enveloped  the  whole  mass  in  one  sheet  ot 
fire,  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  triumphant 
Tarentines.  Giovanni  having  strewed  the 
field  with  heaps  of  slain,  now  slowly  com- 
menced his  retreat  in  good  order ;  but  at 
the  moment  of  his  being  charged  by  the 
gallant  Zizim,  the  leader  of  the  Saracens, 
the  treacherous  Pietro  hamstrung  his 
horse,when  Giovanni  falling  to  the  ground, 
and  unable  either  to  rise  or  make  any  re- 
sistance, was  made  prisoner ;  and  the  whole 
Saracenic  host  rushing  forward,  the  Ta- 
rentines, now  dispirited  by  the  fall  of  their 
leader^  were  driven  with  great  loss  to  the 
town. 

The  base  Albano  did  not  long  exult  in 
his  successful  infamy,  for  the  attack  of  the 
enemy  had  been  so  sudden  and  impetuous, 
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that  he  was  himself  wounded  and  unhorsed, 
and  fell  into  their  hands. 

Though  relieved  from  an  immediate  ap- 
prehension by  the  fortunate  destruction  of 
the  tower,  still  the  garrison  considered  its 
success  too  dearly  purchased  by  the  loss 
of  their  gallant  leader.  A  council  was 
summoned  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of 
affairs,  and,  to  their  honor  be  it  ascribed, 
that  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  ran- 
som the  Count,  dead  or  alive,  at  the  pub- 
lic expense  ;  and  when  this  resolution 
was  known,  so  general  was  the  enthusi- 
asm, that  ladies,  even  the  poorest  class, 
hastened  to  present  their  contributions  at 
the  treasury.  A  flag  of  truce  was  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  treat  on  the  subject 
with  Zizim  ;  but;,  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, he  declined  their  brilliant  offers. 
They  had  the  satisfaction,  however,  to  as- 
certain that  Alberto  had  only  received 
some  slight  bruises  by  his  fall;  but  when 
they  learnt  the  treacherous  act  by  which 
his   capture   was  occasioned,    they  were 
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filled  with  generous,  but  useless  indig- 
nation. 

Suspicion  naturally  attached  to  Pietro, 
as  his  sentiments,  despite  his  cunning,  in 
regard  to  Alberto,  were  well  known  ;  but 
then  he  could  reap  no  benefit  from  his 
malice,  as  he  also  was  a  prisoner,  and  it 
did  not  appear  probable  that  he  would 
have  risked  his  own  safety  for  the  mere 
gratification  of  his  revenge.  The  mystery 
was  at  length  satisfactorily  cleared.  The 
Venetian  fleet  shortly  afterwards  appear- 
ing to  relieve  the  town,  the  combined 
army  broke  up  the  siege  ;  the  Saracens 
embarked  for  their  own  country,  on 
the  conclusion  of  a  truce  between  the  con- 
tending parties;  and  warlike  preparations 
ceased  for  the  present  on  both  sides. 

The  noble  Zizim  treated  his  prisoner 
with  great  distinction ;  and  on  their  ar- 
rival at  Messina,  he  was  lodged  at  the 
palace^  on  his  simple  parole  of  honor.  It 
may  appear  extraordinary,  that  whilst  the 
Saracen  Prince  rejected  the  most  brilliant 

VOL.  II.  F 


98  SIR    RODOLPH 

offers  as  the  price  of  his  ransom,  that 
he  should  treat  his  prisoner  with  such 
courtesy  ;  but  an  event  which  happened  in 
the  early  part  of  the  war  will  easily  ac- 
count for  his  conduct. 

Shortly  after  the  landing  of  the  Sara- 
cens in  Italy,  Alberto  had  surprised  a  de- 
tachment of  the  enemy,  in  a  small  wood 
near  the  sea  shore,  escorting  some  ladies  of 
distinction ;  and  on  sending  them  to  La- 
verno,  ascertained  that  it  was  the  Princess 
Mumtaza  Lemana,  daughter  of  Zizim, 
Prince  of  Messina,  and  her  attendants. 
She  was  kindly  received  by  the  Lady 
Adelaide,  and  when  she  had  recovered 
from  the  fatigues  of  her  march,  Alberto 
demanded  permission  to  pay  his  respects 
to  her.  On  his  first  entrance,  bethought  he 
had  never  before  seen  a  being  of  such  sur- 
passing loveliness,  and  his  imagination  be- 
came excited.  "■  If  the  Houriesof  Mahom- 
med's  paradise  resemble  this  beautiful 
object  (more  enchanting  than  the  creations 
of  the  painter's   pencil,   or  the    inspired 
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poet's  dream),  it  is'indeed  no  wonder  that 
the  arch  deceiver  should  obtain  so  many 
converts.'' 

Giovanni  was  himself  a  fine  model  of 
the  noble  Italian  figure,  and  his  delicate 
and  respectful  attention,  and  winning 
gracefulness  of  manner,  created  an  im- 
pression in  his  favor,  which  calmed  her 
rising  fears,  and  soothed  her  melancholy. 
He  tenderly  assured  her  she  should  be 
treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  her 
rank  and  sex,  and  that  he  would  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  dispatching  a  con- 
fidential agent  to  the  Saracenic  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in  order  that  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  to  restore  her  with- 
out delay  to  his  fond  paternal  arms. 

Day  followed  day,  whilst  they  both  im- 
perceptibly drank  deep  of  the  intoxicating 
cup  of  love,  until  at  length  the  period  of 
parting  arrived.  Alberto  himself  an- 
nounced the  sad  hour  of  separation  ;  and, 
as  he  led  her  to  the  litter  which  was  pre- 
pared for  her  journey,  whispered  soft  sighs 
F  2 
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of  passion  into  her  willing  ear,  and  found  a 
responsive  chord  in  her  beating  heart ;  and 
the  trembling  form  of  the  lovely  girl  too 
plainly  shewed  that  the  termination  of  her 
captivity  had  produced  the  deep  emotions 
of  sorrow,  rather  than  those  of  joy. 

The  Count  escorted  her  to  the  confines 
of  the  Beneventine  territory,  and  on  de- 
livering her  to  the  hands  of  her  father, 
generously  refused  to  take  the  proiFered 
ransom,  declaring — 

''  I  wage  war  on  men,  noble  Zizim, 
and  not  on  the  weaker  sex: — but  no  price 
could  purchase  such  a  treasure." 

The  Saracen  leader  warmly  thanked 
the  protector  of  his  child;  and  with  the 
chivalrous  feelings  of  those  warlike  times, 
said,  '*  That  it  would  be  his  highest  ambi- 
tion to  break  a  lance  with  so  distinguished 
an  adversary." 

When  Giovanni  therefore  by  accident 
became  the  prisoner  of  Zizim,  although 
his  generous  conduct  had  made  a  deep 
impression,  and  he  followed  his  example 
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in  refusing  the  splendid  ransom  offered  for 
his  release,  still  the  duty  he  owed  his 
country  was  paramount  to  all  other  feel- 
ings,  and  he  felt  justified  in  detaining  a 
leader,  whose  genius  and  courage  had  in- 
variably defeated  all  their  furious  attempts 
to  gain  possession  of  Taranto:  he  therefore 
resolved  to  keep  him  in  custody  until  the 
termination  of  the  war. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

The  meeting  of  the  father  and  his  daugh- 
ter, on  her  return  from  captivity,  had 
indeed  been  aifecting,  for  Zizim  was  pas- 
sionately attached  to  one,  who  bore  such 
a  striking  resemblance  to  his  idolized  and 
beautiful  Elvira.  And  he  loved  to  trace 
in  her  speaking  countenance,  that  sweet 
expression,  and  those  graces,  which  had 
first  captivated  his  youthful  imagination 
in  her  deceased  mother.  The  change 
which  a  few  short  weeks  had  wrought, 
filled  him  with  alarm;  for  instead  of  that 
brilliant  smile,  which  occasionally  played 
over  her  varying  face,  as  her  laughter 
loving  maidens,  in  the  innocent  gaiety  of 
their  hearts,  chased  the  light  hours  away 
with  mirth  and  song,  a  deep  and  settled 
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gloom  pervaded  every  feature  :  the  favor- 
ite lute,  once  the  solace  of  her  leisure  hours, 
charmed  her  no  more;  nought  could 
arouse  her  from  a  state  of  apparent  apathy ; 
she  seemed  only  to  gaze  on  vacancy. 

The  anxious  father,  fondly  imagining, 
that  she  sighed  for  the  sweet  and  endear* 
ing  ties  of  her  kindred  friends,  in  order  to 
forget  the  shame  occasioned  by  her  invo- 
luntary pollution,  in  so  long  residing  under 
a  christian  roof,  (yet  a  moment's  conside- 
ration would  have  shown  him  the  folly  of 
such  an  idea,  for  her  mother  was  a  Chris- 
tian), and  fearful,  by  detaining  her  any 
longer  in  Italy,  of  encreasing  the  anguish 
of  her  heart,  determined  to  send  her  back 
to  Messina,  although  the  separation  was 
indeed  painful,  for  he  doted  on  this  his 
favorite  daughter. 

Change  of  scene  had  no  effect  in  extin- 
guishing the  inward  flame,  which  con- 
sumed her  strength;  for  love,  almighty 
love,  such  as  poetic  fictions  create  in  all 
the  glowing  colours  of  fancy,  reigned  with 
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despotic  sway  in  her  tender  bosom,  and 
absorbed  all  her  thoughts: — religion,  fa- 
ther, country,  all  that  she  had  formerly 
esteemed  most  dear,  she  was  now  ready 
to  abandon,  for  him,  whom  she  acknow- 
ledged as  the  lord  of  her  affections — the 
idol,  at  whose  shrine,  she  would  henceforth 
offer  incense. 

What  a  revulsion  took  place  in  her 
sinking  frame,  when  fame,  with  her  hun- 
dred brazen  mouths,  announced  the  cap- 
ture of  her  heart's  lord!  the  smile  of  joy 
again  illumined  her  countenance ;  again 
the  rose,  like  the  blush  of  morning,  o'er- 
spread  her  cheeks :  her  thoughts,  which 
lately  were  fraught  only  with  sadness,  now 
sported  with  visions  of  happier  days :  the 
lute  resumed  its  place,  and  the  apartments 
devoted  to  her  use  again  re-echoed  to  the 
tones  of  mirth. 

Was  itunfeminine  triumph,  at  her  noble 
protector's  calamity,  which, like  the  touch 
of  a  magician's  wand,  suddenly  turned 
the  darkness  of  melancholy  into  the  light 
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of  joy  ?  Ah  no!  such  base  and  grovelling 
feelings,  could  obtain  no  entrance  into  that 
lovely  temple,  which  enshrined  a  heart  so 
pure ;  but  hope,  which  oft  in  its  full  stream, 
pours  balm  on  the  anguished  mind,  and 
restores  confidence  to  the  drooping  spirit, 
whispered  consolation  to  the  anxious  mai- 
den. 

Daily  she  ascended  the  lofty  minaret  of 
the  palace,  and  strained  her  eyes  to  catch 
the  distant  glimpse  of  a  faint  white  speck, 
until  the  approach  of  envious  night,  com- 
pelled her  to  leave  her  interesting  occu- 
pation, till  the  following  morning.  At 
length  the  wished  for  objects  met  her 
eager  gaze  on  the  horizon;  at  first  an  in- 
distinct mass,  gradually  enlarging,  and 
soon  ^her  quick  eye  traced  the  numerous 
masts,  with  their  undulating  motion;  now 
the  hulls  became  visible ;  and  a  fresh  and 
favorable  breeze  arising,  filled  the  bellying 
canvass,  and  rapidly  wafted  the  vessels  to 
their  destined  port. 

A  stately  ship  led   the  van,  and  as  it 
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proudly  dashed  through  the  hissing  foam, 
she  hailed  with  rapture  the  crimson  stand- 
ard of  her  father  floating  in  the  wanton 
breeze.  Many  a  noble  and  turbaned  figure 
graced  the  lofty  poop ;  her  affectionate 
father,  the  portly  Abdul  Rahman,  the 
gallant  Fazel; — but  her  anxious  and  un- 
satisfied eye  glanced  from  form  to  form, 
until  it  rested  on  a  Christian  warrior,  who, 
leaning  o'er  the  rail,  seemed  to  be  musing 
on  the  passing  waters,  as  emblematic  of 
the  rapid  flight  of  happiness,  from  the  weak 
grasp  of  man.  But  presently  as  the  ship 
entered  the  ,busy  port,  and  touched  the 
pier,  he  raised  his  head  to  that  lofty  tower, 
where,  in  all  the  silent  luxury  of  bliss,  the 
true,  the  lovely  Mumtaza,  with  clasped 
hands,  and  bended  knee,  was  fervently 
invoking  blessings  and  happiness  on  their 
young  affection.  Pity !  thought  she,  that 
one  so  richly  gifted  with  the  finest  qualities 
of  the  heart  and  mind^  should  call  on  Mec- 
ca's saint,  instead  of  turning  to  those  purer 
^kies,  where  this  mortal  frame,  when  once 
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it  fades  away,  shall  alone  find  truth  and 
heavenly  joy. 

The  prows  had  all  touched  the  shore ; 
the  hoarse  and  warlike  clang  of  brazen 
trumpets,  the  loud  and  frequent  huzzahs, 
announced  the  landing  of  a  popular 
prince:  on  every  side  was  heard  the  joy- 
ful greeting  of  the  busy  throng,  as  fa- 
ther clasped  his  manly  son  to  his  beating 
heart ;  brother  met  brother ;  friend  con- 
gratulated friend ;  and  many  a  dark  and 
sparkling  eye,  pierced  through  the  dense 
crowd,  and  singled  out  the  object  of  aifec- 
tion.  Joy  beamed  on  every  face,  save 
where  the  anxious  parent,  or  tender  mis- 
tress, in  vain  sought  for  some  beloved 
form,  which  had  long  since  fallen  beneath 
the  edge  of  the  christian  sword,  and  dyed 
the  Italian  plain  with  its  purple  tide ;  as 
the  freed  soul  winged  its  flight,  to  attempt 
the  passage  of  the  wonderful  and  dan- 
gerous bridge. 

The  scene  became  still  more  animated, 
as  the  vessels  discharged  their  remaining 
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thousands,  and  poured  forth  their  nume- 
rous captives  on  the  strand,  who  were  all 
assembled  in  front  of  the  arsenal,  and  after 
being  exposed  to  the  hootings  and  revilings 
of  the  savage  Moslems,  were  marched  to 
the  various  quarters  of  their  conquerors. 

Erect  in  figure,  and  undaunted  in  mien, 
the  Baron  Pietro  accompanied  the  gallant 
Almanzor  to  his  palace ;  yet  ever  and  anon, 
he  turned  an  indignant  glance,  as  some 
haughty  Arab  reviled  him  as  a  christian 
dog ;  but  as  the  slightest  appearance  of 
resentment,  would  only  expose  him  to 
greater  insults,  he  succeeded  in  controlling 
his  rising  temper,  and  passed  on,  appa- 
rently regardless  of  their  abuse,  and  con- 
soled himself  with  the  mean  idea,  that  his 
detested  foe  was  under  the  same  restraint 
and  subjected  to  the  like  contempt. 

Poor  in  worldly  goods,  and  conscious 
that  little  reliance  could  be  placed  on  his 
uncle's  assistance,  in  pecuniary  matters, 
he  had  little  prospect  of  raising  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  obtain   his  ransom ;  yet   other 
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means  might  be  found,  to  facilitate  this 
desirable  object;  and  he  prudently  re- 
solved, that  false  scruples  of  conscience 
should  offer  no  impediments  to  his  release. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  Zizim, 
having  conducted  Count  Giovanni  to  his 
palace,  and  ordered  suitable  apartments 
to  be  appropriated  to  his  especial  use, 
hastened  to  the  more  retired  part,  where 
his  daughter  resided,  and  was  received 
with  great  delight  and  emotion.  Her 
whole  countenance  was  flushed,  her  frame 
trembled,  her  eyes  sparkled  with  unusual 
brilliancy,  and  the  affectionate  but  de- 
ceived parent,  pressing  her  with  ardour  to 
his  breast,  fondly  imagined,  that  his  own  re- 
turn had  caused  this  excessive  agitation. 

Mumtaza  listened  with  breathless  at- 
tention, whilst  Zizim  related  the  acci- 
dental circumstance,  which  had  caused  the 
captivity  of  Count  Alberto,  yet  her  cheek 
turned  deadly  pale,  when  her  father  re- 
gretted, that  fortune  had  waywardly 
deprived  them  of  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
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playing  their  prowess  in  a  single  encounter; 
but  her  heart  palpitated  with  encreased 
violence,  as  her  father  announced  the  ar- 
rival of  her  noble  protector,  and  that  he 
had  demanded  permission  to  enquire  after 
the  health  of  his  former  captive,  and  pro- 
posed introducing  him  to  her  presence  on 
the    following    morning.      The     maiden 
blushed,  and  placing  her  hands  to  her  fore- 
head, with   a   low  obeisance,    said,    "  It 
is  my  duty  to  obey  my  father's  commands," 
and  then  with  as  much  indifference  as  she 
could  assume,  carelessly  enquired,  ^'  If  the 
Count  would  be  detained  longin  Messina?" 
'^   Until  the  peace  is   concluded,"   re- 
plied her  father,  *'  which  will  probably  be 
in  a  few  weeks,  as  hostilities  have  entirely 
ceased,  my  generous  prisoner  shall  then  re- 
turn unramsomed  to  his  native  land.  Would 
that  he  were  a  true  follower  of  our  Pro- 
phet! for  he  would  indeed  be  worthy  of  a 
Saracen  maiden's  love  (Mumtaza  sighed, 
as  though  she  thought  the  same) ;  but  fate 
haswilled  it  otherwise, and  some  fair  Italian 
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girl,  straight  and  graceful  as  the  cypress 
tree,  will  reward  his  splendid  valor  with 
her  love.  But  it  rejoices  my  heart  to  find 
that  your  native  air  has  restored  the  bloom 
to  your  sweet  countenance.  Thou  art  not 
fit  to  be  a  warrior's  daughter;  thou  lovest 
not  the  din  of  arms,  the  tumult  and  dan- 
ger of  a  campaign;  for  you  then  drooped, 
as  if  touched  by  the  blast  of  the  Simoon: 
but  now,  in  the  bosom  of  peace,  your  head 
is  again  raised  in  all  its  youthful  pride. 
But  duty  obliges  me  to  fly  from  your  dear 
society;  the  assembled  warriors  demand 
my  presence  on  affairs  of  moment.  Adieu, 
my  delight;  may  the  guardian  genii  close 
your  eyes  in  soft  slumber,  and  may 
pleasing  dreams  attend  your  couch." 

Kissing  the  polished  temples  of  his 
adored  child,  the  noble  Zizim  joined  the 
Chiefs  of  Messina's  Court  in  the  lofty 
marble  hall,  which  was  splendidly  illumi- 
nated on  the  occasion  with  variegated 
lamps,  suspended  amongst  the  graceful 
wreaths    of  aromatic    flowers :     cooling 
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fountains  played  on  various  elegant  speci- 
mens of  illuminated  wax-work,  represent- 
ing memorable  scenes  in  their  native  land ; 
and  when  the  repast  was  concluded,  the 
dancing  girls  exhibited  their  alluring 
graces  to  the  admiring  circle,  whilst 
others  recited  in  elegant  verse  the  heroic 
deeds  of  their  ancestors,  and  all  the  glo- 
ries of  their  Prophet.  In  softer  measure, 
now  they  chaunted  the  enticing  pleasures 
of  love,  and  all  the  charms  of  the  black- 
eyed  Houries,  who  were  ever  ready  to  re- 
ward the  faithful,  when  falling  on  the  en- 
sanguined plain  in  their  holy  Prophet's 
cause. 

At  length,  when  night  in  her  sable  car 
had  nearly  ran  her  course,  the  dance 
and  song  ceased,  and  the  deserted  hall, 
shorn  of  its  splendor,  was  abandoned  to 
its  loneliness.  No  sound  was  heard  in  the 
vast  corridors  of  the  palace,  save  the  mea- 
sured step  of  the  watchful  sentinel,  as  he 
slowly  paced  along  his  appointed  beat. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

Pleased  with  the  splendor  and  novelty  of 
the  Moslem's  banquet,  Giovanni  had  lis- 
tened with  gratified  attention  to  the  me- 
lodious and  plaintive  strains  of  the  singers 
as  they  warbled  the  delights  of  love,  and, 
forgetting  that  he  was  a  captive,  his  intoxi- 
cated senses  had  been  steeped  in  sweet  ob- 
livion of  the  passing  scene,  whilst  the  fairy 
form  of  his  beloved,  in  all  its  graceful 
symmetry,  had  floated  before  his  excited 
imagination.  And  truly  had  each  well- 
remembered  feature  of  that  beautious  face 
turned  his  soul  to  thoughts  of  future  bliss ; 
the  ruby  mouth,  with  its  winning  smile ; 
the  blue  vein  meandering  through  the 
clear  surface  of  her  transparent  skin;  then 
the  rapturous  dream  of  those  rosy  wreaths 
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that  bind  fond  hearts  in  mutual  sympa- 
thy: but  suddenly  the  spell  had  been 
broken,  the  music  ceased,  and  the  pleasing 
vision,  with  all  its  inspiring  thoughts,  had 
vanished,  and  awakened  him  to  the  sad 
reality  of  his  fate,  as  his  wandering  eye 
gazed  on  the  turbaned  heads  of  the  Sara- 
cen Chiefs. 

Secluded  in  the  privacy  of  his  own 
apartment,  he  reflected  on  the  folly  of 
abandoning  himself  to  a  fruitless  passion, 
an  insuperable  bar  being  opposed  to  their 
union;  for  how  could  a  Saracen  maiden 
wed  a  Christian  Noble?  But  then  the  de- 
lusive  hope  would  steal  over  his  senses, 
and  suggest  the  question,  "  Might  not  this 
fairy  being,  be  converted  to  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Cross?  for  purity  like  her's 
could  not  long  remain  in  darkness,  but 
w^ould  eagerly  embrace  the  faith  of  her 
deceased  mother.  Then  love,  that  so 
often  succeeds  in  smoothing  the  greatest 
difficulties,  and  even  in  removing  almost 
insurmountable  obstacles,  readily  answered 
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in  the  affirmative  to  his  beating  heart, 
*^  What  sacrifices  will  not  a  confiding  girl 
make  for  the  chosen  of  her  heart  ?" 

His  fancy  wafted  him  to  the  bowers  of 
Laverno,  where  the  lemon,  and  the  orange 
w^ith  their  silvery  blossoms,  and  golden 
fruit,  perfumed  the  air  with  their  fra- 
grance, and  delighted  the  eye  with  their 
beauty.  Here,  with  all  the  feeling  and 
delicacy  of  genuine  affection,  he  would 
breathe  the  sweet  aspirations  of  love,  and? 
by  the  tenderest  assiduities,  console  her  for 
the  loss  of  country,  friends,  and  father. 

But  reason  again  resumed  her  empire ; 
for,  though  Mumtaza  might  willingly 
agree  to  share  in  these  rapturous  delights 
would  the  haughty  Zizim  consent  to  unite 
his  daughter,  the  idol  of  his  heart,  to  a 
Christian  husband?  whom,  as  regarded  his 
religion,  he  probably  considered  in  the 
most  contemptuous  light,  however  he 
might  honor  and  esteem  him  for  his  noble 
qualities  as  a  warrior.  Supposing  even 
that  the  Prince  did  not  in  reality  entertain 
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these  sentiments  of  abhorrence  for  his 
creed,  yet^  however  high  his  station,  he 
would  nevertheless  be  compelled,  from 
motives  of  interest  and  policy,  to  bow  to 
the  strong  prejudices  of  his  subjects  in  this 
particular. 

There  was  no  evading  the  force  of  these 
considerations,  and  his  mind,  yielding  to 
the  melancholy  impression,  dwelt  only  on 
the  bitter  necessity  of  tearing  her  lovely 
image  from  his  heart.  Conscious  that  ab- 
sence alone  could  enable  him  to  support 
his  present  resolution,  he  determined,  on 
the  following  morning,  to  demand  his  re- 
lease at  the  ransom  originally  offered,  with 
the  solemn  condition  annexed,  that  he 
would  not  serve  against  the  Saracens  du- 
inng  the  remainder  of  the  war. 

He  was  fortified  in  this  line  of  conduct 
by  pity  for  his  dear  Adelaide's  situation, 
who  would  be  inconsolable  at  the  idea  of 
his  captivity;  for,  unfortunately,  there 
was  not  that  happy  facility  which  we  now 
enjoy  of  communicating  our  thoughts  and 
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intentions  by  letter;  and  months,  nay 
perhaps  years  (should  the  war  continue), 
might  elapse  before  she  could  receive  any 
information  of  his  present  state.  He,  how- 
ever, derived  considerable  comfort  from 
the  idea  that  she  would  not  be  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  any  evil  intentions  which 
the  infamous  Pietro  might  entertain 
against  her  ;  and,  as  long  as  he  remained 
in  the  power  of  the  Saracens,  he  was  fully 
confident  that  she  would  be  safe  under 
the  protection  of  his  faithful  Chatelain 
Gonsalvo.  In  regard  to  Pietro,  to  whose 
revengeful  disposition  he  attributed  his 
late  disaster,  he  firmly  resolved,  that 
when  once  set  at  liberty,  he  would  never 
rest  until  he  had  made  him  pay  the  forfeit 
of  his  villainy.  The  morning  had  already 
began  to  dawn  before  he  threw  himself 
on  his  couch,  in  order  to  soothe  his  distem- 
pered brain  with  a  few  hours  of  refreshing 
sleep. 

How  did  Mumtaza  pass  the  long  hours 
of  night  ?   did  no  vision  of  disastrous  love 
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disturb  the  quiet  of  her  slumbers?  No, 
all  was  hope  ;  all  was  joy!  No  distract- 
ing thoughts  of  a  stern  father's  refusal 
alarmed  her  imagination,  for  Zizim  had 
ever  treated  her  with  the  fondest  affec- 
tion; had  ever  endeavoured  to  anticipate 
her  wants,  and  the  casual  acquisition  of 
any  object,  which  he  imagined  might  con- 
tribute to  her  comfort  or  happiness,  af- 
forded him  the  most  exquisite  enjoyment. 
But  then  the  idea  of  parting  with  this  be- 
loved parent  filled  her  with  regret,  yet 
they  might  often  meet,  as  the  distance 
from  Messina  to  Laverno  was  not  great. 
The  difference  of  religion  never  interfered 
with  her  hopes,  as  she  was  daily  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  many  Christian  ladies, 
the  wives  of  the  Lords  of  Messina's  Court. 
Of  the  love  of  Alberto^  she  could  not 
doubt,  as  he  had  confessed  it  at  their  part- 
ing scene  : — and  had  he  not  demanded  an 
interview  ? 

Rising    refreshed    from    her    peaceful 
couch,  she  early  summoned  her  favorite 
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maidens,  to  prepare  her  toilet.  The  per- 
fumed bath,  the  transparent  muslin,  stiff 
with  its  rich  patterns  of  embroidered  gold, 
and  redolent  of  the  sweet  scented  armoire, 
in  which  it  had  been  suspended  ;  the  costly 
pearls,  and  the  rich  treasures  of  the  east, 
were  all  called  into  requisition,  to  adorn 
her  lovely  person.  Even  the  splendid 
zone,  glittering  with  Golconda's  finest 
gems,  and  which  was  only  worn  on  days 
of  peculiar  ceremony,  now  clasped  her 
slender  waist.  The  toilet  completed,  she 
moved  in  all  the  freshness  of  youthful 
loveliness,  the  queen  of  beauty;  and  her 
attendants,  impressed  with  admiration, 
confessed  her  superior  attractions. 

Surprised  at  the  unusual  and  studied 
care,  with  which  she  adorned  her  person, 
(for  she  had  of  late  entirely  discarded  her 
splendid  habiliments,  and  clothed  herself 
in  the  simplest  attire),  her  maidens  whis- 
pered with  each  other,  demanding  the 
reason  of  this  sudden  change ;  but  all  their 
surmises  were   vain,  as  no  fete  had  been 
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proposed  on  the  preceding  day :  their 
doubts  were  however  soon  cleared,  as  the 
approach  of  her  father  with  a  Christian 
Knight,  was  announced,  by  one  of  the 
attendant  mutes. 

As  the  noble  Zizim  and  his  companion, 
advancing  along  the  corridor,  appeared 
at  the  entrance  of  the  saloon,  many  of  the 
ladies  who  had  resided  at  Laverno  during 
their  captivity,  at  once  recognised  the 
manly  figure  and  handsome  features  of 
Giovanni  ;  and  the  cause  of  the  studied 
care  of  her  dress  was  apparent,  nor  did 
her  choice  excite  wonder,  for  many  a  ten- 
der heart  confessed  by  its  tumultuous 
throbs  the  impression  his  entrance  made. 

Possessed  of  charms  which,  like  those 
of  the  fair  Fatima  of  a  later  age,  could 
melt  the  heart  of  the  coldest  philosopher 
on  earth  into  passion,  the  beautiful  Mum- 
taza  arose  from  her  reclining  posture,  and, 
gracefully  touching  her  forehead  with 
her  taper  fingers,  and  bowing  her  lovely 
head,  saluted  her  visitors  ;  but  whether  to 
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9D10A  9qjL  •p9qsiu^q  j|9siniq  pu^  ^p9|B0STj 
-uoo  pu^i  siq  ^p9Xoj;s9p  uotsuBui  siq  'i^u'bj 
siq  mojj  p9|jnq  U99q  p^q  9q  ^U9in  9Ai| 
-oipuiA  o.w:^  JO  sg^j^qo  p9i|DiAi  puB  9S[bj 
9q|  Aq  A\oq  i  Xa9siin  p9Aa9S9pun  jo  9p| 
Suoj  13  p|0|  *90U9S9ad  siq  o|  p9||iinp^  Sui9q 
uo  puB  '^unoQ  9q:^  jo  90U9ipn^  u^  p9pu^in 
-ap  J9^u^a:^s  -b  ^;u9A9  siq|  J[9;j^  iCj^Joqg 

•s^jods  9q| 
JO  U99n^  9q|  JO  spu^q  jpj  9q|  Xq  p9J9p 
-iojqiU9  '^Q(\  U9T[|is  qoLi  -B  o;  p9pu9dsns 
^IB;9UIT0S  SnOSBUIBQ  TS — 9zud  s^JopiA  9q; 
m^S  pu^  ^uoi:^^|nd9j  J9injoj  siq  :jjoddns 
9q  pip  i^iqou  puB  ^siUJBqo  s^9piB[9pY  Ap'erj^ 
9q:^jo  j9A\od  9q;  Auoip  O'].  9a^p  p[noqs  oqAV 

i£l  -OHnaSdVH    dO 


qoiqM  ;b  'p|aq  sbav  :ju9ra^ujno|  pu^jx^  y 
•uoisBDOo  aq;  uo  a|;s^o  9q|  0|  pg^iAui  qiqax 
^punoj^  sanSB9[  joj  uoipur^sip  jo  uosjad 
Ai9A9  q;iAv  *zC{ira^j  oq^  jo  spuai.Tj  aq^  i[e 
i  josuods  SB  Sui;oB  o^uaAauag  jo  aouij^j 
aqi  '.lopua^ds  ^sa^^ajS  aq;  q:^iA\  paiiuoj 
'JLod  si3A\  Xuoaiaaao  aq|  ^|BpnBos  snounfui 
!^uaAaad  o;  japao  iii  'puB  ^  qii^J  u^i^suqQ 
aq(j.  JO  s^qSij  aq|  01  a^qBaaa^B  pazr^^d^q 
SBAi  piyqo  aqi  ^^auii:^  pa^^uioddu  aq|  %t3  puB 
$i^oq  aug  b  jo  q:^.nq  aq:^  ui  uoipajjB  s^pu^q 
-snq  jaq  o:^  >[ut|  jaq|oiiB  pappB  'BZB|imi]/\[ 
|nji|nBaq  aq^  q;Sua[  '\Ta  uaqAV  ^ssauiddBq 
paz{o||Bun  m  q^uom  aa^jB  passed  q|uo];\[ 

•i^po[aui  a^^Tsinbxa  s;i  q^iAv  uiaq;  pa 
-^UBqoua  aoioA  {BOisnai  puB  qoij  aaq  'ajoJiD 
SuiuaAa  Jiaq^  pauiof  iuubaoijc)  uaqA\  puB 
'  saioBou^ui  aiaq^  ip  ui  uoiuBdiuoo  ajioop 
Jaq  (^onj:^sui  o:^  'BZB^mnj\[  o|  {^uauiasniiiB 
JO  aoanos  v  sba\  ;i  joj  'iC|:^qSij  ^bavb  passed 
sSuiujoitiJTaqi^suaDJBg  aq;  jo  s^^jb  ^UB^ap 
puB  paqsT][odaq;  ui  pajyi^g  '{jliS  Sui|saja:^ 
-ui  siqi  JO  ^laioos  ajqeaajSe  piiB  X|^q^uds 

Htnoaoa  his  gCX 


8q|  ui  |iAa  8jn;nj  jo  s.i^aj  aioq;  ||^  |0^J0j 
ja'jsis  siq  puB  o^jaqjy  q'^oq  puT2  *p8M9U8J 
s^A\  uoip9jg:B  pu^  Xo^uii^ui  jainaoj  Jiaq; 
^  9oui3j;u8    s^9piB{9pY    JO    |n9Tn9ounouu^ 

(JSJIJ    9q|    S^M   ^[99q0     SuiMOj.^    J9q    UO     p9 

-^ui.idiui  sst:^  .T9pu9)  v  puT3  ^Xa9pT0J[qin9 
J9q  UI  p9SbSu9  sba\  u90'BJ^g  piji;n^9q  9q:^ 
9J9qA\  uoo|^s  Qii'\  p^qoBOjdd^  a\ou  ^9qjL 

j/J9q  Spa^MO|  J[9:^SIS  -B  S13  ^OB  91U  puij  .I9A9 

||TM.  9pTjq  X|9AO|  anOi^  ^i^^isj9Ap^  ao  X}U9d 
-sojd  uKT9q'^9qA\^jj9Si^m  spj^S9J  sy  'xC^jgd 
-Old  puBuosj9d  jnOi:Co;j9Su^p  9;iuijm9onp 

-Ojd    pUtJ    *UOSIod  S^T  9|^UlUI9SSTp    ||IA\   UOI| 

-•B|U9S9jd9JSitti  ^^qi  aB9j  qonui  j  ^qojnqQ 
qsimo^  Qt[l J<^  ^^TO  P^^ ;S9 j[9|ui  9q^ o:^  9|T:^soq 

OS  UOl^BU  TB  q^^lAV  p9p0UUO0  pUB  S9{dT0Uiad 
Ul  p9|^0np9  Ap^l  "B  9JTA\  JLUoA  s^  ^uTonpoj^ 
-UI  i{qs9iin9U9  Sum.§is9p  »mo;{  o;  qSisiuva^ib 
l^uoi^ipp^  u^  u9AiS  9A^q  noX  ^^q^  a\oj^ 
•nOiC  ttiojj  ojog  JO  sut^inop  9q;  ;s9ja\  o:^ 
9p^Tn  U99q  iCpB9.qB  9Ai3q  s|diii9:^|'B  Autswl 
I^Jll  .T9qui9iU9J  joj  ^qojnqQ  9q:^  jo  uoi:^ 
-iqiii^  ^uidsBjS  puB  S9n.^iJ^ui  9q|  0%  joop 
V  p9U9do  9Ai3q  pu^  'j|9SjnoXuo  iC^tjiqisuods 


-9 J  pijJB9j  V  U9:5[^:^  aA^q  no.^  ;nq  '^;nt?9q 
J9q  o;  \vub9  QJLTS  s9T|T|t3nb  i^'^uain  J9q 
joj  ^o:^J9q|Y  'nox^  9iii^|q  j  u^o  aou  ^9in 
p9sudjns  sBq  ;u9A9  siq|  Xi3S  ^ouu^o  j  „ 

^/SlT0l|^t9J  A\9U  J9q   JO  q^iT2j 

9q:^  90U9J9A9JO^*s9n^.iTApuB  9|dini3X9  .ino;C 
Xq^uoA\  9q  A^m  aqs  |Bq^  ^ua\o  jaq  joj  ;ou 

JT    ^9^-63  Am  JOJ    U0ip9JJ^  iC|J9jSIS  UlTAV  J9q 

9A0|  ijiAV  noX  ^9pi^[9py  j^ap  'adoq  j  „ 

•OUJ9AB'^  :j^ 

sureqo  j^9A\  0|  ui^Se  p9:^u9suoo  ;qnop  ou 
p^q  oqA\  *9AT:^d^o  Jipj  9q;  aas  o|  aouai^^d 
-nil  ^B9jS  p9ss9adx9  9qs'q|nj|9q|SuiuiATp 
i(|ipB9J  pmin  J9q  pu^  $s;niod  9;T20T|9p  9S9q| 
uo  U9UI  msi{\  J93[oinb  ons  u9rao^Yi  ct^  '^^^ 
-SIS  a9q  9:^B{n;^jSuoo  osp  :^ou  p|noA\  9qs  jj  ,, 
^p9T[s^  ^Siii|uns  ^A^uuoo  siq  o|  pu^  Xv^^^H 
o^  uot:^^jo;s9J  siq  |^  9jnsB9jd  jo  suoissaad 
-X9  Suu^apua  ;soiu  aq^  q^'oj  paanod  aqs 
^s[iqA\  *oqAV  'J9q|oaq  a9q  jo  90Bjqiii9  9q; 
o;  Sunp  i^ipuoj  9qs  ^uoi|09jg:^  J9q  jo  jopj^ 
9q:^  0|  9SOO|  SutatS  *U9qA\  i9AOjS  qSwsjlo 
aqi  ut  J9q  p9a9AOosTp  uoos  o^aaqiy  ^nq 
^;u9sq^   SBA\  9pi^{9pY  *Suiuaotti  SUIA\0||OJ 


Qlll    UO    *0lTJ9A'Brj-     ^^    Y8AUJL1S     Jiaqi     UQ 

--Bqui  9q|  Ac[  p9J9qiiT9ra9J  ^uo|  s^AY  qoiqAV 
^Avip  i^l^Bj  9q^  JO  S9jns^9|d  9q:^  p9:^mnuiJ[9| 

90UT3p  ^UT:^'BJI[TqX9  9qj^    -TUU^AOTJC)  SuiAJ9S 

JO  jouoq  9q|  joj  p9pu9;uoo  iCp9SB9  S9jqou 
9q^  pu^  *i3Z^:^Tnnj\[  uo  p9pu9:^;'B  ^s^oq 
pjnoo  o;u^jBj^su9pi^iti  :^s9jtbj  9q|  jo  dnoa^ 
Y  •i{jqin9gST3  AvS  9q|  jo  g^noqs  9q^  ^'\]^ 
:^U9J  si8A\  dw  9q|  ;s|TqA\  ^uoi^'B^s  p9'^uiodd^ 
Ji9q|  o^  p9oiT^Ap^  md  9|qou  9q|  ^^uos  jo 
pu^  oisniu  JO  puiios  9q:^  oj^  's;s9n.§  p9JOUoq 

Jil9\\l    JOJ    p9piT9^UI  S|139S    9q|  a9AO  p9p9J9 

^qo.ii3  i^qdiiinui  9q|  m  iC|pi09ds9  pu^ 
^S9|q^;  9q;  jo  suoi^^.ioo9p  {njiou^j  snoiJ^A 

9q:^    JO    iC0U13S9[9   9q|    Ul    '9'\^TS%    S;i    p9i^^|d 

-sip  Xpij  JO  snm9S  9At;u9Aut  9q|  9a9jj 
•uoiSBOOo  snoiCof  siq|  uo  p|9q  ^9nbu^q 
oqqnd  9q;  pu9;^B  o:|.  ^9aBnbs  pui3J^  9q|  o'^ni 
spuBsnoqi  a9q   pg-inod  o^u^at^j^  pu^  'M]^ 

-I|S9J  JO  AlSlp   V  SBM  11       -UOI^^^JIttipB  |'BSJ9A 

-Tiin  p9;T0X9  9pijq  Xj9AO[  siq  ;s|iqA\  'ujn^ 
-9J  Addisii  siq  uo  spu9uj  siq  jo  sSui|99aS 
0T;smsnq^u9   9q^  p9Ai909J   9q  '90^[^d  siq 

£21  •oanasdVH  ^o 


o;  uo^jad  lit  aouij J  9q;  .^q  p9;Dnpno3 
'uA\o|  Q\l%  qSnojq^  s|U900^  pno|  m  paoqoa 

-9JSBA\  ^ttl0p99.1J  S^i^J^UnOO  Siq  JO  J9pU9J9p 

OA^.iq  9q;  ^911.1;  9q:^  'iuu^aoij^  jo  9UBU  aq:^ 
puB  'jw  aq^  q.U9J  Xof  jo  s;noqg  ^/J9pu9j 
-ap  oi:^ou|^c[  p9Jo;s9J  s;i  o;  uoi;^u  inp%^j2 
y  „  'o;:^oui  9q:^  q^ixW  ^piuj9q  giq  o|  pgqo^:^ 

-^13  piTB  p9J9A\0[  SBA\  q|^9.IAS.  9|c[[IIIS  IB  'A'eA\ 

'9%-e!^  puBjS  9q}  J9pun  i{{MO|s  p9fe*s^d  iuu^a 
-OI0  s^  pu^  i  q^ed  Ji9q|  uo  p9A\9j:^s  put? 
^noip9Jip  i^a9A9  ui  papa9dsns  aaaAv  s'a9 
-Avog  JO  spu-Bja^S  'iii9q:^  aAiaoaj  o;  Xp^aj 
SBAv  uoi^^pidod  ajoqM  aqj^  'qo^o.idd^^ 
Jiaq:).    aounouuB    o;    aaunoo     ts    p9qo|'Bd 

-sip    OZU9JO^    I^UnOQ   'O'^WedTSJ^    J'B9U   U9qAV 

'puB  ^qoaBtti  aT9q|  jo  iC^qimbu'Bj:}.  aq:^  |dnj 
-aa^UT  o:^  p9j.inooo  :^ui3SB9|dun  Suiqjo^ 

^/sSui.t;s  9sjnd  siq  jo  .'§uiu9do  9q| 
Suiqsipj  q.ou  9pun  siq  '•luosu^j  stq  5uii{'Bd 
JO  SUB9UI  ou  si3q  aq  se  Aii^sinoiimd  'sao; 
-dt?o  siq  JO  sjauu-eq  aq|  japun  9un;joj  siq 
5[3as  ||iAV  aq  ^^q;  ayqt^qojd  si  :^i  ^^Cin^jui  pn 
-jLQ'io  01  pauSisuoo  'aaojaaaq^  ^si  jap^j^qo 
siq  sy     'uoiinoaxa  a:^'Bipararat  o^ni  suoi-^iq 

HJ/ioaoH  HIS  Z2l 


-0S9J  9saq^  iCjj^o  o'\  p9i|o;^dsip  si?m  sdooj^^ 
JO  Xpoq  Ts  'pag  ui3ipu9^  oqi  jo  qoBOjd 
-d^  9q^  uo  p9ap9J  Avluts  p9Uiqraoo  9qi. 
uaif^W  'q^Bap  o:^  uirq  '^nd  oi  uosj9d  Aug 
joj  piJM^l  9q  ppoqs  )i  :^^q^  ^ui9q:^  uiq|iA\ 

punOJ    JT    pUB      ^0|U9A9U9g     JO      S9UO^UJ9^ 

0q^  mojj  paqsiu^q  j|9siiTiq  pu^  'pa^^osijuoD 
spii^[S[q'punojS  9q|  raojj  p9ZBJ  9q  pjnoqs 
j9MO^  siq  %T2i\%  p9A{os9.i  i{[snoinTu^un  s^a\  ^i 
'pnpuoo  siq  JO  S!S9U9SBq  9qnB;u^n.§ipni  „ 

•ou^qiy 
snoini3jiii     aqi     jo     Suip990oad     snojgqo 

--09.11  Siqi  SmipJB^dJ.  ^9£>U9pTA9  JT9q)  p9:}t3.i 
-OqOJ.tOO  9SIA\9:^r|  SJ9iqD    |13J9A9g       'AuiQUQ 

9q|  JO  Q^jmiD  pid^a  9q^  Xq  a9uosT.id  9p^in 
pu^  uA\oaq'^J9AO  s^av  9q  '9SJoq  siq  q2t8 
'UTBUi  pu^  '|S9J  m  9DU^{  siq  90^jd  p{noD  9q 
9JOj9q  ^nq  iumS^a  9|pp^s  siq  o;iii  Suuds 
i^l^u^jsui  uaq^  pu^  ^putqaq  J9.§a^qo  siq 
punoA\  pu^  (^unouisip  ou^qj y  U99s  p^q  i^9q^ 
^^^nnoQ  9q^  9^a^qo  o|  x^iiiJ^d9jd  sum  J9pi39| 
U90\3jug  9q;  ludmom  9q:^  ']T3  puu  ^iC[A\ojaua 
iniq  9Aj9sqo  o:^  p9uimvi9^9p  Aoii'].  ^^onpuoo 
pnsnun  puu  ji8|nSuis  siq^^^Cq  papua^i^  uaaq 


siq  Suiqo;^A\  ^^unoQ  9{qou  9q|  jo  avqj.  9q| 
ui  paui^inaj  iC|^uT2^suoo  p^q  ^uiiq  pauiof 
-U9  X;np  siq  SB  puB  ^9Uop  p^q  o;a9q;iq 
9q  SB  ^9{|^Bq  oil).  JO  ^uojj  m  SuuB9ddB 
JO  pB9;sui  ^oqA\  ^0J!^9ij  jo  ^onpuoo  9q;  ui 
snoToidsns  iCa9A  Suiqpuios  p9:5[JBiii9j  ptjq 
iC9q;  ;Bq;  *9aoA\.s  raaq:^  jo  oa\|  *au9piooB  9q:^ 
JO  ^u9ttioTn  9q;  ;b  ;s9aB9u  9.19  a\.  oqM  ^sj9ip{os 
9q;  JO  |BJ9A9S  JO  uoi|BuiaiBX9  ao  puB  ^ou^q 
"IV  ^1^  p9qoB;|B  p^q  uoioidsns  ^uoj^jg  „ 

•9Jn;dBD  s^o:^J9q{Y  »I9;jb  pgugdd^q 
p^q  qoiqM  s|U9A9  {Bdioniad  9q|  p9|iir}9p 
ozu9aorj;    ^^SBd9J   ^uiu9A9   9q^   SuunQ 

•9pBin  UOOS  9J9AV 

suoi;BaBd9ad  iCjBss909U  aq;  puB  'p9!ju9suoo 

Xjip^aJ    TUUBAOI0        •S9T;T|USOq    :^U909J    9q; 

JO  uoi|BuiraJ9:^  9q)  %v  p9^JBqosip  saaipjos 
puB  T^iipuBq  snoj9iunu  9q:^  Xq  p9;s9jui 
qonui  9a9A\  sp^oa  9q;  sb  'j^uiAidmoo  jo  iC:^is 
-S909U  puB  90U9pnad  9q:^  p9SS9jd  9q  p99p 
-ui — :;joos9  siq  jo  ;d90DB  p[noA\  9puq  siq 
puB  pu9Uj  siq  ji  ^9ansB9[d  aB|noi:|JBd  iniq 
pjogB  p|noM  ^i  iTBi]}  puB  'A^sp  SurMO{|oj  9q| 

Hc[^oaoH  HIS  OCl 


go 

no  o^u^JBj^  o^  Suiiun^aa  pasodojcl  p^q  9q 
^uoisnpuoo  Addisii  b  o^  ;i  ^qSnojq  .SuiA^q 
%v\\').  ^S9i|j^  aqi  pu«  J9;s^ra   siq  u99A\|9q 

80B9C[    JO    iC^^9J^    9q;     9SUT8J.JLT3    0|  p9^UI0d 

-dB  ii99q   p^q  9q  ^^q:^  p9|^|9J   ouiaoq 

•|9|oq  siq  o;  p9p9900jd 
S^JTsd  9|oqA\  9q;  ^ss9;uno3  9q^  o:^  p9:}U9s 
-9jd  ^ui9q  uoj^g  9q^  :  90'i3jqai9  tiij^xW  v 

Ul    p91|00|    9J9A\  SpU9UJ  9q:^  S9^nUIUI  Ai9J  V 

III  pu^  *iuu^A0iJ3  JO  9jnSg  Sui:^tj^s  9q:^  tio 

p9:^S9a    9X9  siq    '|9SS9A  p9ALlJU    iC{M9U    9q| 

uiojj  Suipui3[  sdnOviS  snoiJ^A  9q^  J§uipa^.§ 
-9J  i^|ss9{9JBD  ;s{TqAV  pu^   ^9Z99aq  J3ttiians? 

9q^  JO  SS9UqS9JJ  9q:^  p9XofU9  OUIAOQ  OZU9a 

-orj  uoj^g  9q|  s^  ^pu^j;s  u^:^i[odi39^  9q^ 
p9qono^  'Bini9|n^  diqs  poo^  9q|  '^-^m  'atb]/^ 
JO   Suiuioin  ^ui3q[uq  ^  uo  iC|aB9  s^av  xj 

•X  HaXdVHO 


ggX  'OHaasdVH  do 


p9uins9a  aa^uo]  ou  pu^  ^pu^a^s  oqi  mojj 
paai^^aa  X[;ub;sui  oqA\  ^lajajgns  ojqou  oq^  o; 
uo[;^ttuojui  91U0S  9ou^«i9qo  Avo|  q;iM  9A^^ 
pu^^a.ioqs  9q|  p9qo^9J  a9;sBin  9q^  i{|5|om^ 
•iC-eq  9q|  ui  aoqouB  s|i  :^sbo  ut^Sb  |9ss9a 
ain^s  9q^  niun  ^J9|^a\  jo  9su^dx9  9piAi 
9q|uodn  p9ZBSpuB^p9ddo^s  9q  yo  $d99MS 
!^U90S9J0  s^i  ui  anoqj^q  9q:^  p9[OJiou9  qoiqAV 
^Am\h  JO   9m|  Suo|  aq:).   p90^d  'p9pid9p 

I^T^S    SISAH    J9US    90U13U9:^UnOO    9|qOU  9S0qAV 

uo  ^pnpiAipui  9in^fe'  9q:^  ^II^Q  *9U90S  9q; 
raojj  Avojjos  ui  p9ujn:).  X[mo[s  9q  *aozuoq 
|UT3:^sip  9q:|.  uo  9jqisiA  s'bay  :5[09ds  v  aoj^os 
U9qM  pui8  i  0^9  snoixu^  ^'\]^  raaoj  p9qsr 
-UIlUip  a9q  A\0[|0J  Ol  p9TU99S  ^9Ji;f^^  qoij  ui 
p9q^oio  ^aan^ij  p9y:Tu5ip  pu^  |p|  b  ^s|tqA\ 
*;seoo  u^q^^^j  9q|  spj^A\o;  ^p9qo:^9a|s  ss^a 
-u^o  a9q  IP  q^iAv  9sanoD  pid^j  J9q  Suippq 
u99Sfe'^.vi  [9SS9A  i{[9:^B:^s  ^  'uA\^p  A\.nsd  '^Y 

•oua9A^rj  JO  p.io'^j  u^T;suq3  9q:).jo  9puq 
9q|  9m^09q  ^U90BaBg  iC|9AO|  pu^  :^U90 
-ouui  9q:).  ;}^q|  'A^siioi  ^i  9Dgjns  fsAvoA  jo 

9Sm3qOX9  Sa9AO|  JO  S9IJ9:^Sx{lU  9q|  J9A0  [19A 

H<noaoH  ais  851 


IS  jAVJip  ||iA\  9A\  ;nq — '.  %viQUX%moddTS  aq^ 
o|  pau9)s^q  TUUBAOTJ3   pajnouiBua  oqj^ 

ji^^-^i  spuBiuLUOo  .laq^^j  j^op  iCai  ji 
^X{ure;j9Q;„  'paijdaj  'Suiqsniq 'BZ^;ttinj\[ 

^^^  JO^ISTA  9pin  tJ  9AI909J  o^  noiC 

;imj9c[  X^S9poin  n9pi^in  jnoX  niAV  *"^^ 
-J9d  m  uiaqi  Sut:^^9c[9J  j9J9 jd  ||ia\  9q  sd^q 
-J9d  ^sn9Tp'B  J[9pu9;  9ttios  q^TM  9iu  p9SjBqo 
SBq  ^unoQ  9q|  ^nq  :  ;qSiu  9J9  p9.§u^jJB  aq 
0%  SI  qonin  pu-B  'sassaad  9inij^  'ssgiiiddi^q 
jtioX  9JHSU9  ||TA\  :^T  U9q|  |nq  'pjTqo  ^ux 
^[njui'ed  9q  p99pui  j|ta\  uoT|i2a^d9s  jiiq  ,, 
•9AO{  JO  Qi^i  9q|  p[0|  90UBU9;unoo  pjqs^q 
J9q  J9AO  uoisnjgfns '^u^;sui  9qj^     ^^^ouj9A 

-TSfJ    JO    S9A0jS   9q|    !^TSIA9J  O^J.  :^U9SUOO  nOi^ 

WiW.  ^?     ''^^^  '^^^  ^^  noT|S9nb  SLiisB9][d   9q; 

p9J9dsiqAV    i^|9|Bip9ttlLUl     piIB      ^UOT^^IHTU'B 

o:^  J9q  p9Jo;s9J  uoos  ^g9][din9|  J9q  Suiqqnj 

iC||U9S  pU^    'spj^^SOU    J9q  O:^  901I9SS9  ."§UOJ^S 

pai^dd^  ^awQi^  ou  Smi^ism  J9q:^^j  p9pTgjB 
aqi  i  [JiS  Sui:^ui^j  9q|  jo  s>[99qe)  9{q.iBai 
aqi  oiojj  pag  Xpi3aa|B  p^q  jnojoo  9q^]^ 

-ujom  Avojjoui-o|  ^mss9j\[  9a^9|  X^q^qoad 


— ponuT^uoo  Xissaiaj-BO  uaq:^  pu^  ^ao^ad 
Qm  JO  SA\8U  9i||  i{:^iM  jaq  pa^ui^nbo^ 
iC{snoi;n^D  gq  'sSuTjaaj  j[omh  jaq  Suu^aj; 
•p8JT;9J  iju  s:^u^pua^l^  aqi  ^(Xpioos  s^.ia:!. 
-qSn^p  siq  a^^Ai.id  ui  SuiJiokiQ  jo  gsodjnd 
8q;  joj  ain^o  aq  uaqA\)  maj^jj  aq^  jo  sa[nj 
paqsiiq-B^sa  aq|  q^iM.  aou-epjooo^  ui  ^aouaqM 
raojj  '  s:juaui;j^d^  s, ja:^qSn^p  siq  o:^  papaao 
'Old  ^raiz^^  paSe  aq:).  passirasip  SuiA^q 
puB  i  a:^^;s  aq^  jo  pooS  aq;  aoj  ^sa^dn  Jos  siq 
aAreA\  o|  pa^iiasuoo  'aou^pnpj  |ua.i^dde 
q;iAi  ^aouTJ J  oi|qod  aq^  ^^aopajip  pn:^uids 
siq  JO  uoipu^s  aqi  pauiijjqo  snq^  Suia^jj 

-uani  noiC  aoi.xd  aq'^  ()b  uaAa  ^0|uaAauag  jo 
asn^o  aqi  raoaj  raiq  qoi3pp  o:^  X^np  aAi^isod 
anoX  si  ^t  'u^ui  siq:^  jo  sniuaS  aq:^  Xq  pa^-eaj 
-ap  uaaq  o^jaq'^iq  aA-eq  ^^pij  ui  ssaoons 
JO  sadoq  jnox^  sb  P^V  'Ai'^unoD  stq  jo 
^gauaq  aq|  JOj  'ajq  siq  aoijijo^s  o%  i^p^ajc 
aq  saaqi  \\g  %t8  p|noqs  raajsoj^r  aiij|  iCaaAa 
%vi{'].  'UBJO^J  aq:).  Xq  paui^pjo  pu^  pauoi:^ 
-ouiss  ^[ssaadxa  si  :^i  pu^  i  aSe^^u^Ap^  ojiqnd 
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— pai^daa  "^^uaosaao  aq^  jo  :jS9ja;ui  aq(^  .loj 
l^az  siq  JO  SS90X9  8q|  ui  Huiz^^  snoid  9q^ 
puB  ^pjoqo  anal  9q|  p9qono;  p-eq  mizi^ 

^^•jaiqo  u^i;siaqQ  -b  q|iA\  ja| 
-qSti^p  ^ui  JO  uoiun  aq|  uoipu^s  o;ain  spiq 
-joj  ]ai  uoiSi^aj  'i(a|unoo  iCuj  o;  aq  ppoM 
sa.^^luBAp'B  asaqi  sb  (pi^s  aq)  %t8q.i2  ^ng  ,, 
•asn^o  Jiaq;  o;  aou9nb9SUOO  ivuqitsui  jo  9q 
p[noAv  (A;ipj|nan  siq  s^uaAa  \iu  ^ts)  uoi; 
-madooo  puB  ^aouangiiT  ^aouBi|p  siq  ^:^sbod 
uBipiI  aqi  uo  ^uaosap  ajn:^nj  Awq  uo  i^q^ 
pa^uasaadaj  lu^i^siaqQ  aq|  jo  suoissassod 
pijo^uja;  i^a jS  pu^  's|uap:^  iCa^^iliin  ^ino[ 
--BA  aq;  uo  pa^JB^ua  aq  (^ao|{asunoo  siq  jo 
sSuqaaj  oi;oiJ|Bd  aq;  q;TA\  pa^uiBnboB  wqax 
puT3)  :asjnooaa)m  iC|i^p  aiaq;  jo  aouanb 
-asuoo  pan^'BU  aq;  puB  ^;unoQ  aq;  uiojj 
paouauiadxa  p^q  aqs  ;uara;Baa;  a^q^jouoq 
aq;  $ajn;dBO  jaq  jo  aouB;smnojToaq;pa;.iBd 
-uii  ^[pipuBD  aq  moqA\  o;  'uiiz^^  H^IFM 
aq;   'aasiAp^  puB  puai-ij   pi;uapTjuoo   siq 

aouasaad  siq  o;  pauottiiims  aq  ^uoT;Buiiiija; 
-ap  Aw8  o;  Suiuxoo  o;  snoiAaad  ;ng     'ni^A 
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%OQ[oid  joiJ9;|n  AwQ  japu9j  pjnoqs  ^unog 
oqi  JO  aan^JBdap  Qiii  o.Tojaq  ^pjup  siq  jo 
ssamdd^q  oqi  ojnsua  o:;.  jap  jo  ut  'uoisiogp 

9!JBip9lUttlT    9ttI0S    0%    SuililOO    JO    iC^TSS909U 

9q!^  AVBS  ^90i3J  siq  JO  suoiss^d  snon^gdiuT 
9q;  q:^TA\    pa^ui^nboe    j[9av    oo|  'mizi^; 

^^•;99J  J9q  |TJ  oun^joj 

pu^  9|:^i:^  Am  A^ai  p|noA\  j  ^9J9jj9^ui  :^ou  pip 
9oipnf9jdji  i^qi  pu^  iLiom^m  Am  raojj 
9p«J  J9A9U  ||IM.  ^i^|n^9q  J9q  puB  *uoi^Tsod 
-sip  9||U9S  J9q  JO  90U^jqin9iii9J  9q^  ;^q|  ^, 
'p9pp'B  9q  ^/Jaq  tp^  P^^V  "  'iu^tii9^  'bzb:^ 
-mnj\|;  o  j  s&'9Uiddi3q  J9q  joj  S9qsiA\  ;s9J9pu9| 
9q;  iC9Auoo  oi  luiq  p9|^9J}U9  9q  *^qSi{  os 
spuoq  siq  p9a9pu9J  SuiA^q  ui  'iCs9|anoo  siq 
joj  9onU(j  9q:^  Suii^u^qj^  *J^1»^^  Jo  su^is 
|n9piA9  p9i^^j;9q  90UBU9:^iinoD  siq^i^ai3.i;uoo 
9q:^  uo  |nq  ^9gi39|9 j  jo  p9dso.id  Xjj'B9  siq;  ;b 
'Xof  JO  uoi;otti9  ou  p9)iqiqx9  iuu^aotj^ 

^/}09ds9J  JO  T^J^in  Xj9A9 

q:^iA\  ^iCj;unoo  9ai;bu  anoX  o%  noX  iC9Anoo 
o;  ss9UTpB9J  m  9q  n^qs  |9SS9A  -b  ^uns  s^a\oj 
-jotti-o|  A^  •9Joqs  9q;  jo  spu^s  9q|  sb 
snoj9ranu  s^  9q  9ji|  9jn;nj  jnOi^  jo  sAvip 
Qm  Avm   pu^    $X)U9dsojd  anoiC  jo  aB9q 
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-p  ||TA\.  1]  ;nq    SuI^Sb    |98UI  J9A9U  AtbUI  9A\ 

iCjqissoj  -puiai  i^ai  mojj  p90Rjj9  9q  j9A9U 
|pA\  ^i9;qSn^p  p9AO|9q  Am  o;  'suoi'^U9;|'B 
9}^0T|9p  puB  ^pnpuoo  snoj9U9S  anOi^  jo 
9SU9S  9q|  :^^q|  ^9J^p9p  j  U9qAi  9ra  |ip9ao 
||iA\  nOiC  ^snj|  I  puB  '  in99^S9  pu^  jouoq  O!^ 
:^.iB9q  Am  JO  qsiA\  :jsjg  9q|  s^a\  :^t  moqA\ 

'9UO     X:^TAT|C[^0    UT     UTB:^9a      9UI    p9|{9clui00 

9!^B)s  Am  JO  ^S9J9:^UT  .9q|  ^Bq'^  ^sSui|99j  Am. 
0%  ui^cl  9:^iuTjui  JO  9oanos  ts  U99q  s^q  %i  'noA 

9JnSS^  x^|UttI9jOS  UT8D   J    pu^    '  99aj  A\OU   Ql^S 

noA    i  paptqouoo  si   jbav    9q:^    '^unory  „ 

•A|i|^ipjoo  %T8Q.iS  q;iAV  uiiq  p9ss9app^ 
puB  *iuu^AOTJ3  |uno3  jo  s|U9iu^a^dB  9q:^ 
o^  pgjmda.i  j9pB9[  u90BJBg  9q|  '90U9Sn|9:^ 
-ui  siq:^  JO  :^di909J  9q;  uo  i{|9:^^ip9ttiuij 

•|U9ttl 

-ua9AOt)  u^;i|odB9^  9q|  mojj  9np  iCpisqns 
9q^  JO  J9pui^iii9J    9q|    P9AI909J    p-Bq   9q 

^'Bq^OSp  '0|U9A9U9g  JO  90UIJJ  9q;  pUT3  S9IJ 

-p  9q|  ii99A\;9q  p9pn{ouoo  U99q  p^q  90B9d 
•^Tsill  uop'Btajojui  SuiSB9|d  9q|  q^iAv  .§ut^i^a\ 

III    S^A\     p9ttlinBqOJ\[     9J9JJ       -9:^110.1   ;U9J9J 

-jip  -y  Xq  90T3|Bd  9q:^  o^  p9Ujn;9a  A^ivd  9q; 


'aoi)ou  JO  iCq^.iOiW  s;iiaaiqsi|qB'^s9  snoij^A 
9\\l  Suipadsiir  Jayy  moujbav  |u^||v»S  -b 
JO  uofi^inaoj  om  joj  Xa^ssaoau  os  sasio.ia 
-xa  iC|u^tti  Gsoq:^  |p  ui  pu^  ^sjasanoo 
pnojcl  Jiaqi  SuiS^u^ui  tii  paS^Sua  qjb/a 
A'lio  aq:^  jo  sq^noiC  Suuvp  ipwe  a|qou  aq| 
IP  ajaqA\  ^snoatQ  u^TJjsanbg  aAisua;xa  aq| 
o^  UAvo^  snopdod  aq:^  q.§nojq^  P^^HJ  ^!^ 
papnpuoo  cnizi^  ^uT^j|snojarann  'b  Ac[  paiu 
-'ediiiooo^   pu^    'sas.ioq  Jiaq^  SLTi;uno];\[ 

•X^^n^aq  |njq:^nOi{  aq|  o|  ^oads 
-aa  JO  saiuoraaaao  XjBiiio^stiD  aq|  Suii^^d 
ja;jB  ^^junoQ  pa.inoai^ua  aq|  q;ix\\  ;jBdap 
oi  asojB  aq  ^ssautnpo  pn^iq'eq  giq  Suiiunsaj 
'puB  '  aAO|  s^ja^qSn^p  siq  o|  snoi^^ido.id  raiq 
pajapuaj  pu«  'iCjoraaai  siq  ssojob  paqsB[j 
jaq^oin  paseaoap  aaq  joj  uoiss^d  oi:^s^isnq| 
-ua  uA\o  siq  JO  aou-Baqinaiuaj  aq:^  puB  *[nos 
siq  JO  ssauuja|s  Suisli  aq^  panpqns  jaAa 
'\TS\\l  sauo|  ;aaA\s  jaq  ut  oiStbui  v  s^av  ajaqj^ 
•poo|q  s^jaq^o  qo^a  ^uippaqs  raojj  aaAjas 
"Qid  pu^  Jsq^^J  J^ap  jaq  pa:|.uaAajd  peq 
Q'^TSj  '\G\i}  sy[UBq}  JO  ja^C^ad  aq^  paqj^aaq 
aqs  Suiuan:^  sb  '{opi  siq  jo  aouBjS  ^uiua|jos 
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O  'U  'TOA 

QV[%  .Topnn  popTsqns  uoissBtt  Smsu  siq  lys  ;nq 
^pji^iiSiod  siq  padsi^jS  X][[njg:  pu^q  siq  ^aXa 
(^u^uSipm  siq  uiojj  paqst^g  9Jij  ^Aiojq  Sui 
-j9A\o[STq  uo  p8|;;9S  LiA\ojj  T[j^p  "B  :  mizi^ 
JO  A\9iA  paqsiuo^sB  9q^  uo  '^^T|^9a  SuTJia[S 
jT9q^  IF  "J  '^s^inq  ^SJ9A0|  9q|  jo  9SBnSu^| 
p9uoissBdmi  9q:^  'S5[00{   ^ui5[T39ds    9qx 

•suoip^j; 
-:^^  J9q  o|  raiiOTA  SaiijiAV  ^  j|9Siuiq  p9.i9p 
-u9Jjns  9q  puB  ^u9:^ojq  gq  o:^  iC[UO  9p^iiT 
'pu^s  JO  gdoj  13  SB  9J9AV  suoi|n|os9J  siq  ||Y 
•^jB9q  siq  punoj  X{injij  p9A0iu  sm^qo  ug^jis 
J9q  p9;pATJ  uoos  puB  'Aj-Owlqui  siq  ui 
p9Aq  p^q  qoiqM  jo  otsnm  9q^  ^s9uo^  jgA^is 
9soq;  m  raiq  p9ss9.ippB  9qs  ^m9ia  SuiJirap^ 
siq  o|  sgi^n-egq  p9j|BALmn  J9q  pgsopsip 
puB  ^|i9A  J9inBSsoS  9qq.  p9qjn;sip  X|{buois 

--BOOO  JIB  UO:^UBA\  9q|  ^S{tqA\   ^I9a9AT|9p  J9q 

SuT;99ai  uibSb  ui  ;q.§i|9p  pUB  9SI.KLmS 
JO  sj09jg:9  ^sjij  9q|  luo.ij  .§uu9aoo9'^ 
•pnsn  uiaqi  agSuoj  p9nui;uoo  pB9qjo  uop 

-BUqOUl  9q]    *5[09U  pUB   90UBU9|UnOO  9{0qM 

J9q  JO  qsng  uosuilid  aq|  p9ouoD  o^  jo 
*:^S9nS  s^J9q^'Bj  J9q  o^  jouoq  pi09ds9  AV9qs 
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faith,  and  become  a  follower  of  their 
Prophet.  With  affected  scruples  of  con- 
science^ Albano  consented  to  this  proposi- 
tion, and  conformed  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal ceremonies ;  but  remarked,  that  if 
he  assumed  their  dress,  and  wore  the  tur- 
ban, his  influence  would  be  at  once  lost, 
and  his  countrymen  would  regard  him 
with  suspicion.  The  reasonableness  of 
this  argument  was  fully  admitted,  and  the 
sanction  of  the  Prince  given,  on  condition 
of  his  adopting  the  regular  Saracen  garb 
on  their  attaining  possession  of  Taranto. 

Prov^ided  with  a  small  sum  of  money, 
as  it  w^as  necessary  to  be  moderate  in  his 
demands,  for  fear  of  exciting  distrust, 
Albano  landed  at  Naples,  and  proceeded 
from  thence  to  Taranto,  where  he  intended 
to  obtain  fresh  supplies ;  but  great  was  his 
consternation,  when  he  ascertained,  that 
his  treacherous  conduct  had  been  disco- 
vered, and  banishment  pronounced  against 
him  :  rejected  by  all  his  former  acquaint- 
ance, in  danger  of  being  executed,  (con« 

VOL.  II.  H 


146  SIR  RODOLPH 

formably  to  the  sentence),  he  had  no  other 
resource  left,  but  to  apply  to  the  injured 
Alberto  for  assistance ;  and  he  was  actually 
in  abject  distress  when  he  appeared  at 
Laverno. 

Here  he  heard  from  Stefano,  his  former 
partner  in  many  a  guilty  deed,  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Giovanni  with  a  Saracen  lady ;  his 
astonishment  was  great ;  although  residing 
at  Messina  at  the  same  period,  and  long 
after  the  departure  of  the  Count,  yet  he 
had  not  received  the  slightest  hint  of  this 
event,  as  all  transactions  regarding  the 
females  of  the  moslem  families,  are  gene- 
rally enveloped  in  secrecy;  and  the 
Prince  was  particularly  cautious  on  the 
occasion  of  his  daughter's  marriage  with 
a  Christian. 

Revenge,  which  had  long  slumbered  in 
the  breast  of  this  wicked  man,  now  burst 
forth  with  all  its  former  virulence,  and 
though  actually  receiving  bounty  from 
the  noblest  of  the  noble,  he  at  the  very 
instant,  without  the  slightest  compunctions 
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of  remorse,  decided  on  his  future  destruc- 
tion. His  fertile  brain  soon  suggested  the 
means;  and  entering  into  a  league  with  his 
old  friend  Stefano,  he  bribed  him  with 
the  Count's  own  money,  to  rob  the  fair 
Mumtaza  of  some  of  her  valuables,  which 
were  contained  in  rich  boxes.  Watching 
his  opportunity,  the  treacherous  domestic 
abstracted  the  articles  already  mentioned, 
and  joining  Albano,  hastened  in  his  com- 
pany to  Rome. 

On  becoming  a  disciple  of  Mecca's  pro- 
phet, Albano,  to  give  a  proof  of  his  zeal, 
had  been  obliged  to  learn  the  Arabic  cha- 
racter, and  he  now  resolved  to  turn  this 
accomplishment  to  a  good  account ;  he  ac- 
cordingly forged  a  treaty,  between  the 
Prince  of  Messina,  and  the  Lord  of  La- 
verno,  in  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  on 
consideration  of  receiving  the  hand  of 
the  Prince's  daughter  in  marriage,  he 
(Alberto)  would  abjure  his  faith,  although 
outwardly  conforming  to  the  ceremonies 
enjoined  by  the  Romish  Church : — that 
H  2 


148  SIR  RODOLPH 

the  children,  the  fruit  of  his  marriage, 
shou4d  also  be  instructed  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Koran;  and  that  he  would  more- 
over join  the  Saracens  with  all  his  retainers 
on  their  first  landing ;  that  he  would  open 
the  gates  of  Taranto  to  their  forces,  by- 
means  of  his  friends,  and  assist  in  over- 
powering the  garrison  and  inhabitants. 

It  was  also  agreed,  in  another  separate 
article,  that  in  the  event  of  the  Saracens 
becoming  masters  of  the  Beneventine  ter- 
ritories, that  Giovanni  should  be  appoint- 
ed Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army,  and 
Governor  of  Taranto,  for  the  Prince  of 
Messina;  and  should  then  openly  profess 
the  Moslem  religion,  and  make  converts 
of  his  countrymen.  To  render  this  instru- 
ment wore  worthy  of  credit,  Pietro  at- 
tached a  signet,  cut  in  the  Arabian  charac- 
ter, as  the  warrant  of  Zizim,  and  also  the 
signet  of  Alberto,  which  Stefano  had 
stolen  for  the  purpose.  This  document 
was  carefully  concealed  at  the  bottom  of 
the  casket,  and  the  wily  Albano,  in  full 
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exultation  at  the  approaching  success  of 
his  scheme^  presented  himself  at  the  pa- 
lace of  his  uncle;  where  demanding,  with 
an  air  of  great  mystery,  a  private  audience 
on  affairs  most  important  to  the  interests  of 
the  state,  he  disclosed  to  his  Eminence  the 
pretended  discoveries  he  had  made  at 
Laverno ;  but,  before  proceeding  to  detail 
the  proofs,  stipulated,  on  the  event  of 
being  able  to  substantiate  his  charges,  that 
the  lordship  of  Soro  should  fall  to  his 
share.  Onthe  Cardinal  demanding  to  know 
the  main  points  of  accusation,  Albano 
briefly  answered,  "  Abjuration  of  the  faith 
of  his  ancestors^  and  a  treasonable  league 
with  the  Saracens."  The  Cardinal  as- 
sured him  of  his  interest  to  obtain  his 
wishes,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
secure  the  sanction  of  the  Pope  to  ratify 
the  condition. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  conference,  the 
Lord  of  Soro  was  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Roman  Court,  to  answer  grave 
matters  urged  against  him.    Conscious  of 
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innocence^  but  fearful  of  treachery,  Gio- 
vanni, attended  by  the  Prince  of  Otranto, 
who  had  lately  joined  him,  boldly  pre- 
sented himself,  and  heard  with  the  greatest 
surprise  and  indignation  the  false  accusa- 
tion read;  but,  preserving  his  firmness, 
demanded  that  the  prosecutor  should  in 
person  make  good  his  charges. 

Albano  now  came  forward  with  un- 
blushing effrontery,  and  deposed  to  the 
following  effect : — 

^'  Being  a  prisoner  among  the  Saracens,  I 
was  often  solicited  to  change  my  faith,  and 
enter  into  a  treaty  to  betray  my  country, 
but  unable  to  repress  my  rage,  I  expressed 
myself  in  strong  terms  against  the  insult 
offered  to  my  honor.  It  was  then  insinu- 
ated that  there  was  no  occasion  to  be  so 
scrupulous,  as  men  of  greater  consequence 
than  myself  had  consented.  On  repelling 
this  insinuation  as  false,  an  Arabic  docu- 
ment was  produced,  which  bore  the  cy- 
phers of  Zizim,  Prince  of  Messina,  and 
Alberto,  Count  of  Laverno.  Suspecting 
it  to  be  a  forgery,  and  merely  exhibited  to 
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entrap  me,  I   still  firmly  declined  their 
splendid  offers. 

*^  At  this  period,  Count  Giovanni  reco- 
vered his  liberty,  and  returned  to  his  na- 
tive land;  but  the  Saracens,  enraged  at 
my  contemptuous  refusals,  now  threatened 
vengeance,  when  a  due  regard  to  my  own 
safety  induced  an  apparent  change  of  sen- 
timent, and  I  listened  with  seeming  cor- 
diality to  their  renewed  proposals.  Thrown 
off  their  guard  by  this  behaviour,  my  ene- 
mies relaxed  in  their  precautions,  and  I 
embraced  the  favorable  opportunity  of 
escaping  in  a  Venetian  vessel.  Firm  in 
my  belief  of  the  innocence  of  the  noble 
Alberto,  I  returned  to  Taranto;  but  what 
words  can  express  my  astonishment  at 
finding  that  a  sentence  of  confiscation  and 
banishment  had  been  passed  against  me  at 
the  instigation  of  this  false  friend!" 

Pietro  was  here  interrupted  by  Count 
Giovanni  throwing  down  his  gauntlet,eall- 
ing  him  false  knave  and  base  recreant,  and 
challenging  him  to  mortal  combat. 
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Cardinal  Rosalvius,  the  President,  in- 
terposed, and  said — 

''  Sir  Count  5  take  up  that  iron  pledg'e; 
at  Rome  we  war  not  with  the  sword,  but 
with  spiritual  weapons." 

Pietro  continued,  "  Still  unable  to  cre- 
dit the  Count's  baseness,  I  proceeded  to 
Laverno,  and  there  my  confidence  in  his 
honor  was  at  once  dissipated.  His  prin- 
cipal domestic  unfolded  such  a  tissue  of 
treason,  that  I  was  glad  to  escape  at  once 
from  his  power;  but  not  before  Stefano, 
duly  impressed  with  a  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  our  holy  religion,  presented  that 
box,  which  is  now  in  the  custody  of  this 
honourable  court;  the  contents  of  which 
will  at  once  corroborate  my  evidence. 

''  With  regard  to  the  second  charge, 
the  Count  cannot  deny  that  he  has  endan- 
gered his  soul  by  uniting  himself  to  a  Mos- 
lem wife,  to  the  great  disgrace  of  our 
holy  faith." 

Stefano,  being  examined,  corroborated 
these  charges ;  and  now  the  box  being  un- 
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sealed^  the  fatal  treaty  was  produced,  and 
read  in  open  court. 

The  Count  of  Laverno  arose,  and,  in 
energetic  terms,  asserted — 

''  The  entire  accusation  is  a  perfect 
falsehood,  with  the  exception  of  the  fact 
that  my  wife  is  of  Saracen  origin  on  the 
father's  side;  her  mother,  however,  was  a 
Christian,  the  daughter  of  the  Count  of 
Buindisi,  and  she  herself,  within  one  month 
of  her  arrival  in  Italy,  abjured  the  Maho- 
medan  faith,  and  has  since  publicly  con- 
formed to  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  My  son  received  his  bap- 
tism in  the  presence  of  the  Sovereign 
Prince  of  Benevento,  who  stood  as  spon- 
spor,  and  of  the  principal  nobility.  With 
regard  to  my  treason,  in  uniting  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  Saracens,  my  for- 
mer exploits  will  prove  that  I  am  not 
likely  to  assist  those  whom  I  have  so  often 
defeated.  I  now  demand  of  the  accuser, 
if  the  treaty  which  he  exhibits  is  the  same 
H  3 
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document  which  was  presented  to  him  at 
Messina  ?" 

''  The  very  same,"  replied  Albano. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  two  years  have 
elapsed  since  that  period;  and  I  might 
safely  rest  my  defence  on  this  fact  alone, 
that  the  freshness  of  the  ink  on  this  parch- 
mentj  in  such  a  climate  as  this,  is  decisive 
of  the  truth  that  the  characters  have  been 
lately  traced."  The  paleness  of  death 
overspread  the  countenance  of  Albano; 
his  head  sunk  on  his  breast.  "  Miscreant/' 
*^  knave/'  and  '^  liar,"  assailed  him  on  all 
sides. 

The  Count  resumed.  ^'  Since  my  whole 
conduct  is  attacked  in  this  infamous  and 
open  manner,  I  must  insist  that  time  be 
allowed  me  to  prepare  my  evidence,  in 
order  to  clear  my  fame  by  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  the  nobles  of  Benevento." 

To  this  reasonable  request  the  chief 
Judge  replied — 

*^  You  are  called  upon  to  answer  as  the 
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Lord  of  Soro,  and  not  as  the  Count  of 
Laverno;  besides^  by  your  own  testimony, 
all  the  nobility  of  Benevento  cannot  clear 
you  of  the  charge  of  having  married  a  Sa- 
racen wife,  and  thereby  endangering  not 
only  your  own  soul,  but  that  of  all  your 
numerous  retainers  by  such  a  perni- 
cious example ;  however,  the  Court,  with 
its  accustomed  leniency,  will  allow  you 
two  days'  consideration;  if,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  you  do  not  consent  to 
dismiss  your  wife,  and  send  her  back  to 
her  own  country,  you  must  then  expect  to 
have  your  lands  seized, and  the  terrible  sen- 
tence of  excommunication  passed  against 
you." 

''  So  then,"  replied  the  Count,  "  the 
Church  enjoins  its  disciples  to  make  con- 
verts, and  now  that  my  wife  has  abjured 
her  errors,  threatens  to  punish  us  both  for 
our  obedience  to  its  dictates." 

The  Prince  of  Otranto,  enraged  beyond 
endurance,  furiously  exclaimed — 

^*  I  presided  at  the  Court  which,  on  the 
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clearest  evidence,  condemned  the  infamous 
Pietro  to  banishment ;  and  since  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  ink  on  that  parchment,  which 
has  satisfied  every  reasonable  and  honora- 
ble man  of  the  falsehood  of  his  accusation, 
is  not  sufficient  evidence  for  his  pure 
Judges,  and  you  refuse  to  admit  the  most 
satisfactory  testimony,  I  protest  in  my 
own  name,  and  that  of  my  noble  brother 
of  Benevento,  against  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Court  which  can  countenance  such  in- 
famy." 

*'  Sir  Prince,"  replied  the  President, 
''  beware  of  the  consequences  of  such  an 
outrage  on  our  dignity." 

The  Count,  casting  a  look  of  mingled 
contempt  and  defiance  on  the  Court, 
pointed  to  the  numerous  train  of  nobility 
who  had  accompanied  Giovanni,  and  the 
formidable  squadrons  drawn  up  in  battle 
array  in  the  extensive  square,  and  then, 
taking  the  arm  of  his  friend,  slowly  with- 
drew, and  returned  in  safety  to  Soro. 

Assembling    his    principal    friends,   in 
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whose  judgment  he  could  confide,  it  was 
unanimously  determined  to  proceed  to 
Laverno,  as  the  vicinity  of  Soro  to  the 
seat  of  the  Roman  power,  might  perhaps 
enable  his  enemies  to  devise  some  treache- 
rous means  of  entrapping  his  wife  and 
child,  while  if  once  at  Laverno,  he  might 
set  the  Pope  and  his  whole  power,  earthly 
or  spiritual,  at  defiance.  This  prudent 
advice  being  adopted,  and  a  strong  gar- 
rison being  stationed  to  defend  the  castle, 
the  whole  party  proceeded  on  the  follow, 
ing  morning  to  Laverno. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Indignant  at  the  infamous  treatment  of 
their  favorite  leader,  the  nobles  of  Bene- 
vento  assembled  their  numerous  retainers, 
and  advancing  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rome,  declared,  that  if  measures  of  seve- 
rity were  adopted  against  the  Lord  of 
Laverno  and  Soro,  they  would  consi- 
der it  as  an  insult  offered  to  themselves ; 
and  at  the  same  time  demanded  the  imme- 
diate delivery  of  the  infamous  Pietro 
Albano,  and  his  accomplice  in  crime,  Ste- 
fano,  into  their  hands,  as  being  traitors; 
also  the  restitution  of  the  effects  of  Count 
Giovanni,  which  had  been  feloniously 
taken  from  his  castle.  In  the  event  of 
non-compliance  with  these  just  demands, 
they  threatened  to  lay  waste  the  country 
with  fire  and  sword. 
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Sensible  that  it  could  not  levy  any  force 
capable  of  acting  with  any  prospect  of 
success,  against  this  formidable  army,  the 
papal  court  was  obliged  to  confess  its  weak- 
ness, and  immediately  dispatched  Cardi- 
nal Anselmo  with  a  splendid  retinue,  and 
full  powers,  to  soothe  the  irritated  Count, 
at  the  same  time  restoring  the  ivory  box, 
and  all  its  contents,  declaring,  that  on 
comparing  the  manuscript  with  others, 
the  judges  had  become  sensible  of  the 
fraud,  and  had  in  consequence  ordered 
the  arrest  of  the  Baron  Albano,  but  un- 
fortunately, having  probably  some  suspi- 
cion of  their  design,  he  had  escaped  in 
company  with  Stefano,  and  no  traces  of 
his  route  had  yet  been  discovered. 

The  Count  coldly  replied,  "The  go- 
vernment should  have  examined  this  do- 
cument with  serious  attention,  before  it 
presumed  to  institute  such  grave  and  un- 
just accusations  against  an  innocent  per- 
son." And  calling  the  attention  of  the 
assembly  to  the  freshness  of  the  ink,  the 
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document  was  received  with  marks  of  scorn 
and  derision,  and  with  many  loud  invectives 
against  the  baseness  of  a  government  which 
could  sanction  such  proceedings.  The  Car- 
dinal affected  not  to  hear  these  violent  ob- 
servations, and  saluting  the  nobles,  hastily 
withdrew,  happy  to  escape  from  their  me- 
nancing  looks;  for  excommunication  at 
that  period,  was  not  always  so  formidable 
to  the  powerful,  who  were  living  on  the 
spot,  whatever  it  might  have  been  to  the 
inhabitants  of  more  distant  countries. 

The  affair  having  been  thus  amicably 
arranged,  the  army  retiring  from  the 
frontier,  escorted  Giovanni  to  Laverno, 
where  the  chiefs  having  partaken  of  its 
splendid  hospitalities,  again  assured  its 
noble  owner,  that  they  would  at  any 
moment  reassemble,  and  place  themselves 
under  his  orders. 

Another  year  had  passed  in  continued 
happiness,  when  Alberto  was  summoned 
to  repress  the  incursions  of  the  Neapoli- 
tans, and   acting  with    his    usual  vigour. 
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he  cleared  the  country  of  all  their  hostile 
parties,  and  marched  with  his  united  forces 
into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  kingdom, 
making  severe  reprisals  for  all  the  atroci- 
ties they  had  committed,  and  even  threat- 
ening Naples  itself  with  a  siege.  But  this 
final  measure  was  suspended,  on  the  arri- 
val of  commissioners  w^ith  proposals  to 
terminate  hostilities,  the  enemy  consenting 
to  pay  all  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  to 
give  hostages  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
treaty.  The  terms  were  accepted,  and 
the  first  instalment  being  paid  down,  the 
army  of  Benevento  commenced  its  home- 
ward march. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  eagerness  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  to  greet  his  ar- 
rival, and  if  Alberto  suiFered  pain  at  the 
infamous  attempt  to  cover  his  character 
with  suspicion,  he  was  more  than  repaid, 
in  the  unbounded  praises  and  confidence 
with  which  he  was  every  where  received. 
Grand  fetes  were  prepared  in  honor  of 
his  exploits,  and  several  days  elapsed,  be- 
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fore  the  grateful  capital  would  part  with 
its  favorite  hero,  for  this  happy  and  light 
hearted  people  loved  to  indulge  in  these 
splendid  festivities. 

As  the  Count  approached  the  castle  of 
his  ancestors,  his  thoughts  were  entirely 
absorbed  in  the  delightful  anticipation  of 
again  embracing  his  soul's  idol,  after  so 
long  a  separation.  Scenes  of  domestic 
bliss  floated  in  pleasing  succession  before 
his  eyes;  his  fancy  at  one  time  painted  his 
own  Zelinda,  (for  she  had  received  a  new 
name  on  her  conversion),  tracing  with  her 
delicate  fingers'  some  elegant  pattern  for 
an  embroidered  belt,  with  which  she  in- 
tended to  surprise  him  on  his  arrival, 
whilst  the  lovely  cherub,  the  sweet  image 
of  his  beautiful  mother,  prattled  at  her 
feet.  Again  he  saw  her  seated  on  the  lofty 
western  tower,  leaning  pensively  o'er  the 
battlement,  as  with  fixed  attention  she  re- 
garded every  rising  cloud  of  dust  in  the 
direction  of  Taranto. 

There    is    something    pleasing    in   the 
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thoughts  of  meeting  with  some  dear  friend 
from  whom  we  have  been  long  separated; 
but  far  more  powerful  is  the  feeling  when 
two  fond  hearts  are  united  in  the  silken 
wreaths  of  faithful  love;  and  the  nearer 
we  approach  the  beloved  object,  the  more 
intense  the  desire  becomes.  Such  was  the 
case  with  Giovanni;  as  springing  from  his 
panting  horse,  he  hastily  ascended  the 
steps  of  the  castle,  and,  with  joy  beaming 
from  his  eloquent  eye,  flew  to  the  em- 
brace of  his  idolized  wife.  But  great  and 
painful  was  his  surprise  at  observing  the 
downcast  and  solemn  looks  of  his  retain- 
ers, as  they  evidently  seemed  more  inclined 
to  avoid,  than  anxious  to  press  forward  to 
meet  him.  A  cold  chill  seized  his  heart, 
the  painful  presentiment  of  some  heavy 
calamity  overwhelmed  his  mind  with  fear, 
as  hurrying  with  frenzied  speed  along  the 
corridor,  towards  his  wife's  apartments, 
he  met  the  old  steward,  and  hastily  de- 
manding news  of  his  lady,  received  no 
answer,   save    those   of    tears    and    sobs. 
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Bursting  open  the  door  of  the  ante-room, 
lamentations  assailed  him  on  every  side, 
the  weeping  maidens  exclaiming, — my 
mistress,  my  kind  mistress  is the  con- 
eluding  word  fell  not  on  his  ear,  but  died 
in  the  distance,  he  was  already  at  the  side 
of  his  nuptial  bed,  and  beheld,  not  the 
living  image  of  his  day  dream,  fresh  in  all 
its  youthful  loveliness,  but  the  pale  corpse 
of  his  murdered  love,  whilst  her  garments 
were  stained  with  the  purple  tide  of  her 
own  pure  blood. 

The  faithfulsteward,  who  had  followed 
his  master  as  fast  as  his  aged  limbs  would 
permit,  beheld  him  standing  iSxed  to  the 
spot  like  a  statue — his  arms  extended,  his 
eyes  wildly  staring,  his  parched  tongue 
clinging  to  his  mouth.  Prudently  allow- 
ing nature  to  resume  her  power,  the  old 
man  remained  stationary,  regarding  the 
distressing  scene.  Presently  some  motion 
was  observable  in  the  muscles  of  the  face, 
his  hands  fell  powerless  to  his  sides,  as 
the  canvass  clings  to  the  mast  when  the 
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faint  breeze  suddenly  expires,  and  reel- 
ing round,  the  wretched  victim  sank  on  a 
chair,  muttering,  "My  God,  my  God!" 
again  in  an  instant  starting  up,  he  threw 
himself  on  the  body  of  the  departed  angel : 
then,  as  if  some  sudden  recollection  had 
flashed  across  his  brain,  vehemently  de- 
manded, ''  My  boy,  my  child  ;  he  surely 
yet  lives  to  lament  his  parent's  fate." 

A  dead  silence  prevailed,  when,  ob- 
serving the  weeping  countenance  of  his 
faithful  domestic,  the  Count  mournfully 
said — 

"  You,  my  faithful  Francis,  will  at  once 
end  my  misery,  and  relate  the  awful  par- 
ticulars your  looks  too  truly  announce — 
the  destruction  of  my  last  hope." 

*'  Your  son  is  indeed  gone;  but  let  me 
use  the  privileges  of  my  long  services,  and 
entreat  you  to  leave  this  room,  for  the 
painful  scene  can  only  tend  to  increase 
your  grief." 

The  Count  thanked  him  for  his  affec- 
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tionate  solicitude,  but  firmly  declined  his 
request. 

The  steward  proceeded.  ''  The  Coun- 
tess usually  sought  the  refreshing  shade  of 
the  orange  grove  during  the  intense  heat 
of  the  day;  but  on  the  preceding  evening, 
as  the  v^eather  proved  much  cooler^  she  ex- 
tended her  walk  with  her  son  to  the  ches- 
nut  wood,  her  attendants,  as  usual,  keep- 
ing at  a  respectful  distance,  agreeably  to 
her  orders.  She  had  scarcely  entered  the 
wood,  when  a  piercing  shriek  was  heard; 
and  the  maidens,  rushing  forward,  beheld 
their  unfortunate  lady  extended  lifeless  on 
the  ground,  with  this  dagger  sticking  in 
her  heart :  but  on  strictly  searching  the 
wood,  no  traces  could  be  discovered  of 
the  young  Count  Guilio.  Scouts  were 
dispatched  in  every  direction,  and  the 
last  party  only  returned  an  hour  ago;  but 
all  without  success." 

The  funeral  was  private,  and  the  body 
of  this  victim  of  devilish  malice  was  con- 
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signed  to  the  mausoleum  of  the  noble  fa- 
mily of  Laverno.  Shortly  after,  the  dis- 
tracted Count,  collecting  a  chosen  body 
of  retainers,  departed  from  the  castle, 
with  the  firm  resolution  of  traversing 
Italy,  in  search  of  the  lost  heir  to  his 
honors. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Years  rolled  on,  still  the  Count  returned 
not  to  his  castle,  though  Robert,  the  son 
of  the  steward,  had  occasionally  during 
that  period  arrived  to  receive  the  rents, 
and  on  being  questioned  in  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  his  master,  replied — 

"  My  Lord  has  repeatedly  traversed 
Italy,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
without  meeting  with  the  desired  success ; 
once  indeed,  in  the  commencement  of  his 
search,  he  ascertained  at  the  Three  Cups 
tavern,  that  a  dark  visaged  man  had,  two 
days  previous  to  our  arrival,  rested  there 
for  some  hours,  having  in  his  charge  a 
beautiful  boy  about  four  years  of  age  ; 
that  the  child  wept  bitterly,  and  seemed 
to  tremble  at  the  slightest  movement  of 
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his  supposed  father,  who  kept  aloof  from 
the  rest  of  the  travellers,  evidently  court- 
ing" privacy.  The  dress  of  the  child  was 
described  as  very  costly,  whilst  that  of  the 
man  was  faded  and  much  worn,  and  they 
bore  not  the  slightest  resemblance  in  fea- 
ture. The  conduct  of  the  father  appeared 
so  suspicious  and  reserved,  that  some  tra- 
vellers questioned  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  child,  but  he  only  returned  evasive 
answers,  and  to  avoid  farther  importuni- 
ties, called  for  his  bill,  and  pursued  his 
journey  towards  Rome. 

"  On  the  Count  demanding  why  this 
mysterious  stranger  had  not  been  detained  ? 
the  landlord  declared  that  as  no  charge  had 
been  made  against  him,  it  was  not  his  duty 
to  interrogate  or  seize  his  person :  that 
few  of  his  guests  would  escape  suspicion, 
if  every  peculiarity  of  manner  was  to  be 
considered  as  a  symptom  of  guilt ;  on  the 
receipt  of  this  information,  my  Lord  rode 
rapidly  forward,  occasionally  dispatching 

VOL.  II.  I 
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flanking  parties,  but  no  success  attending 
our  efforts,  he  abandoned  the  pursuit  in 
despair. 

*^  We  now  frequently  joined  in  the  nu- 
merous wars  which  desolated  our  unhappy- 
country,  my  Lord  seeking  death  in  every 
encounter,  but  ever  with  a  charmed  life. 
Suddenly  he  would  be  seized  with  a  me- 
lancholy fit,  and  retire  into  some  wild 
solitude,  where,  deeply  absorbed  in  his  own 
thoughts,  all  attempts  to  rouse  him  would 
prove  ineffectual,  until  awaking  as  if  from 
a  long  dream,  he  would  start  up  and  cry, 
'  to  horse,  to  horse,  the  enemy  is  at  hand  ; 
let  us  charge  him  home,  and  spare  neither 
man  nor  steed.'  Then,  with  his  former 
youthful  impetuosity,  couching  his  lance, 
he  would  rush  on  the  imaginary  foe,  and  in 
all  the  pride  of  fancied  triumph,  exclaim, 
*  the  dastards  fly,  and  leave  us  a  blood- 
less victory.' — Again  reining  his  panting 
charger,  he  would  hold  sweet  converse 
with  his  imagination,  and  anticipate  the 
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delight  of  his  approaching  meeting  with 
his  beloved,  forgetting  all  his  sorrows  in 
the  delirium  of  the  moment." 

Fifteen  years  had  elapsed  since  the  death 
of  the  beautiful  Zelinda,  when  the  Prince 
of  Otranto,  who  occasionally  resided  at 
Laverno,  v/ith  Adelaide,  was  disturbed 
by  the  loud  and  frequent  blasts  of  the 
wardour's  horn,  and  the  clatter  of  a  nu- 
merous body  of  horse.  The  wardour  de- 
manding, "  Who  claims  admittance  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  night?"  a  well  known 
voice  replied,  *'  Open  to  the  Count  of 
Laverno." 

Alas  !  how  changed  in  appearance !  his 
robust  form  how  attenuated !  colourless 
were  his  lips; — his  cheeks  of  sickly  and 
sallow  hue ; — lost  too  was  the  lustre  of  his 
piercing  eye; — his  forehead  was  bald; — 
there  was  a  restless  wild  expression  in  his 
countenance,  as  he  occasionally  appeared 
to  look  on  vacancy.  But  when  he  en- 
countered his  old  domestics,  that  alluring 
smile  which  used  to  inspire  confidence  in 
i2 
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their  hearts,  would  illumine  his  face  for  an 
instant,  as  he  made  some  kind  enquiries 
regarding  their  families,  or  recalled  some 
instance  of  their  attachment  to  his  person, 
or  some  noble  deed  in  arms.  The  good 
old  steward  had  expired  about  five  years 
before  his  return,  and  Robert  was  ad- 
vanced to  his  father's  situation,  as  a  reward 
for  his  long  and  tried  services;  and  the 
other  surviving  retainers,  who  had  accom- 
panied him  in  his  wanderings,  were  amply 
provided  for. 

In  the  society  of  his  sister  and  the 
Prince  of  Otranto,  he  appeared  to  enjoy 
some  moments  of  comparative  happiness, 
and  they  began  to  entertain  faint  hopes 
that  he  had  subdued  the  overpowering 
passion,  which  preyed  upon  his  vitals,  but 
his  page,  who  slept  in  the  adjoining  apart- 
ment to  his  Lord,  declared,  "  That  he  fre- 
quently paced  up  and  down  his  chamber 
during  the  whole  night,  and  seldom  re- 
signed himself  to  rest  until  morning 
dawned." 
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He  passed  the  mornings  at  the  monu- 
ment of  his  deceased  wife,  and  would  after- 
wards make  a  desperate  effort  to  appear 
cheerful,  but  there  was  a  melancholy  gloom 
in  his  gaiety,  which  caused  involuntary 
tears  to  start  from  Adelaide's  eyes,  and 
she  carefully  avoided  all  allusion  to  the 
past,  but  her  brother  only  conversed  on 
that  subject  which  was  nearest  his  heart, 
and  whenever  she  attempted  to  withdraw 
him  from  this  theme,  he  relapsed  into  si- 
lence, until  a  pause  in  the  conversation  ena- 
bled him  to  resume  his  favorite  discourse. 

The  Count  had  now  arranged  all  his  af- 
fairs,and  this  minute  attention  to  his  duties, 
encouraged  the  most  pleasing  expectations 
on  the  part  of  his  friends,  especially  as  he 
became  very  lively  during  the  evening, 
and  spoke  of  the  termination  of  his  mise- 
ries, as  the  morrow  would  be  the  era  of 
a  new  life  to  him.  On  parting  for  the 
night,  he  embraced  Adelaide  with  greater 
tenderness  than  usual,  and  seemed  to  lin- 
ger on  the  last  adieu. 
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The  morning  sun  arose  with  splendour, 
and  the  whole  body  of  his  numerous 
tenantry  began  to  assemble  in  the  grand 
court  of  the  castle,  when  Giovanni  clothed 
in  complete  armour^  led  his  sister  down 
the  steps,  and  having  assisted  her  to  mount 
her  horse^  he  thus  addressed  his  retainers. 

"  Brave  associates !  you  have  shared 
with  me  the  dangers  of  many  a  bloody 
field,  and  in  return  for  your  faithful  ser- 
vices, I  trust  you  have  ever  received 
kindness  and  justice;  I  now  call  on  you 
boldly  to  declare,  if  any  of  your  claims 
remain  unadjusted? — Since  then  you  all 
appear  satisfied,  I  have  only  to  say  in 
conclusion,  that  I  had  hoped,  when  age 
should  have  incapacitated  me  from  lead- 
ing you  in  person  to  the  battle  field,  that 
my  son  would  have  supplied  my  place, 
and  with  the  courageous  efibrts  of  your 
children,  have  nobly  upheld  the  honor  of 
his  race ;  but  Providence  has  willed  it  other- 
wise. And  now  that  I  am  called  to  other 
scenes,  it  is  my  duty  to  provide  you  with 
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another  leader  ;  in  the  son  of  my  beloved 
sister,  you  will  own  then  your  future 
Count;  and  as  you  have  been  faithful  to 
me, show  the  same  fidelity  to  him. — I  know^ 
what  your  full  hearts  would  say,  but  my 
resolution  is  firmly  fixed,  and  I  bid  you 
all  adieu  for  ever.  Blessings  attend  you, 
my  Adelaide!  your  husband  and  children 
will  console  you  for  the  loss  of  your  affec- 
tionate but  wretched  brother;  adieu, 
adieu ! " 

Putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  accom- 
panied only  by  Robert,  he  rode  out  of  the 
gate,  whilst  all  the  assembled  multitude  re- 
mained as  if  enchanted,  so  great  was  their 
surprise  at  this  unexpected  conclusion  of 
the  scene.  On  the  following  day  his 
steward  returned  with  his  horse  and  ar- 
mour, but  no  entreaties  of  Adelaide  could 
extract  more  than  the  simple  reply  from 
him: — "  My  master  has  commenced  his 
preparation  for  a  better  world." 

It  was  late  on  a  summer's  evening  that 
a  Pilgrim,  on  approaching  the  lake  of  Zu- 
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rich,  heard,  when  near  Einsicllin,  the  faint 
groans  of  some  one  in  distress  and  agony : 
looking  amongst  the  thick  bushes  from 
whence  the  noise  proceeded^  he  discovered 
a  wounded  man,  evidently  approaching  his 
end,  who,  opening  his  glazed  eyes,  pite- 
ously  demanded  a  drop  of  water  to  moisten 
his  parched  tongue.  The  good  father  at 
once  complied  with  his  request;  when  the 
man,  somewhat  refreshed,  entreated  him  to 
hear  his  confession,  that  he  might  endea- 
vour to  make  his  peace  with  Heaven  before 
his  final  departure. 

'*  I  have  a  black  catalogue  of  crimes  to 
unfold.  My  name  is  Pietro  Albano"  (here 
the  pilgrim  drew  his  cowl  closer) — and, 
after  detailing  many  iniquities,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  that  part  of  his  life  which  re- 
lated to  Count  Laverno. — "  Foiled  in  all 
my  evil  designs  against  the  Count's  cha- 
racter and  fortune,  my  revengeful  disposi- 
tion urged  me  to  attempt  some  bolder, 
yet  more  secret  plan;  and  hearing  that  he 
was  engaged  in  war  with  the  Neapolitans, 
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I  determined  to  steal  his  only  child  from 
his  mother's  arms,  conceiving-  that  this 
would  affect  them  both  deeper  than  any 
other  injury,  as  the  uncertainty  of  the 
boy's  fate  would  never  allow  their  sorrows 
to  lighten.  Acquainted,  from  my  long 
residence  at  Laverno,  with  all  the  intrica- 
cies of  the  woods  and  grounds,  I  soon  as- 
certained that  the  Countess  was  daily  in 
the  habit  of  frequenting  the  orange  grove 
with  her  son;  taking,  therefore,  my  sta- 
tion in  the  neighbouring  chesnut  wood, 
I,  to  my  infinite  satisfaction,- saw  her  ad- 
vance towards  me,  the  evening  before  her 
husband's  return.  Watching  my  oppor- 
tunity, I  seized  the  child ;  but  the  mother 
uttering  a  piercing  cry,  contrary  to  my 
original  fiendish  intention,  I  struck  my 
dagger  into  her  heart,  and  escaped  with  my 
prize  (the  dying  man  was  here  startled  at 
the  deep-drawn  sigh  of  the  pilgrim).  You 
may  indeed  shudder,  holy  father,  for  it 
was  a  wicked  deed,  I  remained  concealed 
for  two  days,  until  the  heat  of  the  pur- 
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suit  was  over,  and  then  hastened  towards 
Rome;  but  the  curiosity  of  some  travel- 
lers at  the  Three  Cups  tavern  nearly  be- 
trayed me.  Fortune  again  favoured  me, 
however,  as  she  did  on  several  other  occa- 
sions, when  the  unhappy  Count  was  within 
a  few  yards  of  my  retreat. 

''  The  child  had  arrived  at  his  eighth 
year,  when  a  putrid  fever  carried  him 
off." 

''  Why,"  demanded  the  pilgrim,  ''  did 
you  preserve  his  life,  for  it  must  have 
added  to  the  chance  of  detection?" 

^'  Because  I  intended,  at  a  future  pe- 
riod, to  present  him  at  Laverno,  on  con- 
dition of  a  free  pardon  and  a  large  sum  of 
money.  And  this  seeming  act  of  repen- 
tance and  kindness  w^ould  only  have 
tended  to  increase  the  Count's  misery,  for 
my  constant  practice  was  to  instil  the 
most  vicious  principles  into  his  tender 
mind." 

"  The  dispensations  of  God  are  merci- 
ful," said  the  pilgrim. 


OF  HAPSBURG.  179 

"Some  years  after  this  event,  I  joined 
a  gang  of  robbers  in  this  country^  and  had 
amassed  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  in 
order  to  return  to  my  own  country,  when 
I  was  attacked  by  Stefano  and  two  others 
of  my  companions,  and  left  in  the  state 
you  now  find  me ;  but  Stefano  received  a 
severe  wound  in  this  treacherous  attack, 
and  will  not  long  enjoy  his  plunder. — But 
my  strength  begins  rapidly  to  fail ; — death 
is  fast  approaching ;  pity,  oh  father!  the 
dreadful  miseries  of  the  dying  sinner ; 
speak  but  one  word  of  comfort." 

"  Do  you  sincerely  repent  of  all  your 
crimes?"  asked  the  Pilgrim,  ''for  God 
shows  mercy  even  to  the  greatest  sinners." 

Pietro  faintly  replied,  "  I  truly  repent 
of  my  numerous  atrocities ;  but  particu- 
larly of  my  base  ingratitude  to  my  gene- 
rous benefactor,  the  Count  of  Laverno. 
If  ever,  holy  father,  you  proceed  in  that 
direction,  and  the  noble  Giovanni  yet 
lives,  acquaint  him  with  my  miserable  end, 
and  the  whole  of  this  confession  :   perhaps 
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it  might  yet  poiu^  balm  on  his  wounds,  to 
know  that  his  son  has  fled  to  happier 
reahus.  It  would  be  a  consolation  to  my 
soul,  were  I  assured  that  you  would  meet 
him." 

During  this  recital,  the  Pilgrim  had  fre- 
quently sobbed  aloud,  whilst  the  warm 
tears  coursed  down  his  wan  cheeks,  and 
after  a  violent  internal  struggle,  placing 
his  hands  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  he 
fervently  exclaimed — 

^*  May  you  obtain  that  pardon  hereafter, 
which  the  wretched  Giovanni  now  grants 
you."  A  faint  ray  of  comfort  passed  over 
the  haggard  countenance  of  the  robber,  as 
his  spirit  fled  to  another  world. 

The  pious  St.  Benno,  (for  the  Count  had 
assumed  this  name  on  becoming  a  monk), 
covered  the  body  with  loose  stones,  as  the 
ground  was  too  rocky  to  admit  of  digging 
a  grave;  and  admiring  the  situation  of 
Einsidlin,  he  repaired  the  hermitage,  and 
there  terminated  his  earthly  career.  The 
thinly  scattered  population  of  the  neigh- 
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bourhood  regarded  him  with  feelings  of 
affection  and  devotion  ;  and  when  in  after 
times  the  wood  was  cleared  away,  and 
cultivation  spread  its  fostering  hand  over 
the  now  fertile  country,  the  miracle  was 
attributed  to  the  all-powerful  influence  of 
the  holy  St.  Benno,  and  his  name  was  long 
cherished  in  grateful  veneration  for  his 
many  beneficient  acts,  and  it  became  a  pious 
duty  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of  his 
abode. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  morning  sun  had  not  yet  chased  the 
shades  of  night  away,  and  by  its  powerful 
rays  dissipated  the  heavy  mists  which  en- 
veloped all  objects  in  obscurity,  when  the 
attention  of  the  party  in  the  cave  was  ar- 
rested by  the  sound  of  the  dried  and  crack- 
ing underwood,  as  some  person  forced 
his  way  through  it;  but  their  suspense 
did  not  long  continue,  as  the  broad  and 
good-humoured  countenance  of  the  worthy 
Leonhardt  soon  appeared  at  the  mouth  of 
their  cavern,  where  offering  the  salutations 
of  the  morning  in  the  most  friendly  man- 
ner, he  informed  them  that  their  captivity 
was  concluded,  as  all  the  parties  of  the 
Count  of  Regensberg  and  his  allies  having 
been  withdrawn,  they  had  entirely  quitted 
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this  part  of  the  forest,  leaving  the  route 
to  Hapsburg  open,  and  that  he  would 
accompany  them  as  their  guide  to  the 
small  Hamlet  of  Reussfeldt,  where  they 
might  obtain  protection  from  one  of  Count 
Rodolph's  parties,  which  had  arrived 
there  some  time  during  yesterday  even- 
ing, from  whence  they  might  proceed  in 
safety  to  their  destination.  Grateful  for 
deliverance  from  their  late  dangers^  they 
offered  up  their  prayers  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  who  had  watched  over  their  safety 
hitherto,  and  recommending  themselves 
to  his  protection,  accompanied  their  wor- 
thy guide,  with  a  buoyancy  of  spirit 
which  astonished  him,  for  he  expected 
to  find  them  languid  and  broken  in  energy 
from  their  recent  misfortunes ;  but  he  was 
mistaken  in  his  opinion  of  the  female  cha- 
racter, for  women,  in  cases  of  danger  and 
emergency,  frequently  display  the  great- 
est fortitude  and  fearlessness,  and  call 
forth  that   firmness  and   decision,  which 
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had  remained  dormant  in  the  enervating 
times  of  tranquillity. 

Their  route  lay  through  paths,  frequently 
so  intricate  and  entangled  with  matted 
creepers,  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  cut 
them  asunder  with  their  swords^  and  the 
scene  was  altogether  wild,  for  in  many 
places  the  boughs  and  branches  of  the 
trees  were  so  interlaced,  that  the  brilliant 
rays  of  the  summer  sun  could  scarcely  pe- 
netrate the  gloom.  They  proceeded  in 
silence,  for  the  stillness  of  such  vast  soli- 
tudes fills  the  mind  with  melancholy 
sensations,  and  unfits  it  for  social  con- 
verse; but  emerging  at  length  into  an 
open  part  of  the  forest,  where  it  was  more 
free  from  underwood,  they  proceeded 
with  greater  ease,  and  a  fresh  and  balmy 
air  springing  up,  inspired  and  invigorated 
all  their  thoughts,  and  lightened  their 
severe  labours  and  fatigue. 

After  proceeding  for  several  hours,  the 
strength  of  the  ladies  began  to  fail,  al- 
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though  they  had  derived  considerable 
support  from  Hugo's  nervous  arm,  and 
they  were  glad  to  take  some  rest  in  a  de- 
serted cottage,  to  which  Leonhardt  had 
directed  their  steps.  It  had  lately  been 
inhabited  by  Andreas  Huber,  a  worthy, 
but  superstitious  man  ;  who,  blindly  trust- 
ing in  all  those  wild  phantasms,  that  gave 
rise  to  so  many  romantic  and  improbable 
legends,  fancied  himself  subjected  to  the 
hatred  of  a  demon,  and  lived  under  the 
incessant  anticipation  of  some  dreadful 
calamity,  ready  also  to  devote  himself  to 
destruction,  through  the  all-powerful  influ- 
ence of  this  invisible  spirit.  The  ladies  ex- 
pressing a  desire  to  hear  his  whole  history, 
Leonhardt  proceeded  in  his  narrative. 

"  Hiiber's  thoughts  by  day,  and  dreams 
by  night,  were  haunted  with  imaginary 
evils;  every  untoward  circumstance  and 
accident  was  turned  into  an  omen ;  his 
former  vivacity  was  exchanged  for  gloom 
and  despondency,  and  abandoning  those 
healthful  recreations  of  a  mountain  life. 
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which  give  a  tone  of  manliness  to  the  cha- 
racter, he  fell  into  a  state  of  apathy,  and 
gradually  wasting,  sank  into  the   grave, 
the   victim  of    a    superstitious    imagina- 
tion." 

Ethelinda,  lamenting  his  fate,  remark- 
ed, "  He  must  have  been  a  man  of  very 
weak  mind  to  indulge  in  such  vagaries." 

'^  By  no  means,"  replied  Leonhardt, 
who  was  then  himself  a  firm  believer, 
and  supporter  of  these  fabulous  stories. 
'*  Hiiber  was,  on  the  contrary,  noted  for 
his  strength  of  mind  and  sound  sense,  and 
occasionally  indulged  in  a  satirical  remark 
when  his  neighbours  expressed  their  belief 
in  these  events." 

"  Then  what  induced  him  afterwards," 
asked  Ethelinda,  "  to  abandon  himself  to 
such  idle  and  mistaken  fancies?" 

"  He  was  returning  home  from  Zurich, 
one  summer's  night,"  replied  Leonhardt, 
''  along  the  bank  of  the  lake ;  and  just 
as  he  was  entering  the  wood,  near  the 
spot  where  the  ruined  cell  of  St.  Anthony 
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stands,  he  suddenly  beard  voices  in  the  air, 
and,  looking  up  the  steep  side  of  the  hill, 
saw  several  figures  flitting  about.  At  first 
he  thought  it  was  only  a  dream,  for  he 
had  seated  himself  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
and  was  leaning  his  head  against  it ;  he 
rubbed  his  eyes,  and  even  spoke  aloud,  to 
assure  himself  that  he  was  broad  awake. 
He  was  afraid  to  move,  but  kept  his  eye 
steadily  fixed  on  the  figures,  and  at 
length  saw  them  flying  down  and  enter- 
ing the  cell.  That  was  proof  enough  that 
they  were  not  flesh  and  blood,  for  what 
mortal  man  would  approach  within  fifty 
yards^  much  less  enter  that  haunted  place, 
after  sunset?  But,  to  settle  the  point, 
he  saw  them  sinking  into  the  earth  ;  then 
reappear  again.  This  was  several  times 
repeated. 

'^  Whilst  considering  what  all  this  could 
mean,  and  wishing  himself  safe  in  his  own 
quiet  cottage,  he  suddenly  received  some 
severe  blows;  his  senses  fled,  and  when 
he  recovered,  he  found  himself  lying  on 
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he  ground,  in  a  different  situation,  from 
that  in  which  he  fell,  covered  with  blood. 
Fortunately,  the  place  was  not  far  from 
his  home,  which  he  reached  with  some  diffi- 
culty; and  from  that  hour  became  an 
altered  man,  and  ever  after  avoided  the 
chapel  and  its  imps." 

"  Is  it  possible  you  can  believe  this 
story?"  asked  Ethelinda.  "  The  man  had 
probably  taken  too  much  wine,  and  on  his 
return  missed  his  road,  and  followed  that 
which  leads  to  the  ruined  cell,  which  cer- 
tainly was  the  resort  of  evil  spirits,  but 
composed  of  substantial  flesh  and  blood  ; 
and  you  may  remember  that  my  late  hus- 
band (whom  may  God  in  his  mercy  par- 
don), when  exterminating  the  bands  of 
I'obbers  which  had  so  long  infested  the 
country,  came  by  surprise  on  a  party 
near  this  same  chapel  of  St.  Antho- 
ny, and  discovered  the  secret  cave  ;  by 
means  of  which  they  had  so  often  found 
refuge,  and  eluded  his  strictest  search. 
Now  the  mystery  can  be  easily  solved  ; 
for  these   aerial  figures,  which  poor  An- 
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dreas  saw,  were  only  robbers,  who  de- 
scended from  the  perpendicular  rock 
above  by  means  of  ropes  attached  to  the 
top,  in  order  to  avoid  leaving  the  trace  of 
their  footsteps,  by  the  more  easy  route 
from  the  lake,  and  thus  appeared  to  fly ; 
having  gained  the  entrance  of  the  concealed 
cavern,  they  ascended  and  descended  for 
the  purpose  of  stowing  away  the  plundered 
goods  which  they  had  brought  with  them. 
At  length,  seeing  the  honest  woodman, 
intently  watching  their  movements,  they 
naturally  suspected  him  to  be  a  spy,  and, 
stealing  quietly  behind,  struck  him  seve- 
ral blows,  and  carried  the  body  of  the 
supposed  murdered  man  into  the  wood, 
and  there  threw  it  down.  I  verily  be- 
lieve that  all  similar  stories  would  prove 
on  strict  investigation,  to  be  equally  de- 
void of  any  foundation,  but  the  ima- 
ginary phantoms  of  a  weak  disordered 
brain." 

Leonhardt  replied    in  doubt;    '^  Some 
people  certainly  accounted  for  Andreas' 
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misfortune  in  this  manner,  and  perhaps  it 
might  all  be  true ;  still  we  have  heard  some 
very  marvellous  adventures,  which  could 
hardly  be  explained  in  this  natural  way  ; 
and  your  nurse,  old  Dorothy,  noble  Lady, 
told  me  herself,  that  her  husband  was  not 
a  man  to  be  frightened  by  any  woman^ 
composed  of  good  flesh  and  blood;  and 
that  he  would  never  acknowledge  it  pos- 
sible, that  he  could  have  mistaken  some 
pretty  maiden  for  a  dead  abbess;  and 
though  he  might  have  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  the  worthy  Andreas,  and  enjoyed 
too  much  of  the  juice  of  the  grape,  which 
in  moderation  is  no  bad  thing,  on  such  a 
misty  morning,  (taking  a  large  goblet  full 
himself),  still  his  horse  was  sober,  and 
evinced  the  same  dread  of  the  unearthly 
figure,  snorting,  kicking,  and  absolutely 
refusing  to  go  near  it.  Besides,  did  not  the 
figure  rise  higher  and  higher," —  "  till  it 
lost  its  head  in  the  clouds,"  said  Hugo, 
laughing. 
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^^  No,  Sir  Squire^  not  in  the  clouds,  but 
in  the  trees/' 

"  Well/'  replied  Hugo,  ''  this  is  the 
man's  account,  perhaps  the  horse  would 
give  a  different  version:  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  he  kicked  and  moved  back- 
wards, since  a  sharp  and  heavy  bit  in  the 
iiands  of  a  frightened  man,  is  enough  at 
any  time  to  produce  the  effects  you  des- 
cribe, without  supernatural  aid." 

"  Good  Leonhardt,"  the  Lady  added, 
''  eyes  are  apt  to  magnify  ;  and  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing,  when  the  head  is  full  of 
wine,  to  see  double ;  but  hear  what  will 
clear  away  all  doubt: — when  Sir  Ernest, 
to  destroy  the  effect  of  this  superstitious, 
silly  tale,  threatened  that  the  ghost  should 
be  punished,  the  supposed  old  lady  no 
longer  appeared  in  her  favorite  seat,  to 
frighten  honest  rustics  out  of  their  senses." 

Leonhardt's  catalogue  of  recent  events 
was  exhausted,  and  as  his  memory  was 
not  sufficiently  retentive,  to  enable  him  to 
detail  any  of  the  more  ancient  legends,  he 
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contented  himself  with  shaking  his  head 
significantly,  saying : — 

"  Perhaps  your  Ladyship  may  know 
best,  but  you  will  hardly  succeed  in  per- 
suading the  people  out  of  the  belief  of 
these  stories ;  and  even  yet,  if  I  could 
rightly  recollect  all  the  particulars  of  the 
King  of  the  Lombards,  and  his  five  hounds, 
how  he  used  to  hunt  every  night  between 
Friburg  and  Berne;  how  the  echo  of  his 
horns  was  heard  by  thousands  in  both  can- 
tons, and  no  person  dared  to  travel  that 
road  after  dark,  until  St.  Jerome  cut  out 
his  hermitage  in  the  solid  rock  at  Neu- 
neck,  and  the  prayers  of  the  holy  man 
drove  the  demon  King  and  the  whole  pack 
away." 

"  You  have  related  quite  enough,  good 
Leonhardt,  to  satisfy  me,  not  of  its  truth, 
but  of  its  utter  improbability ;  but,  as  we 
are  now  quite  refreshed,  we  will  proceed 
on  our  journey." 

After  travelling  a  short  distance,  they 
encountered   a  party   of    the    Count    of 
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Hapsburgh's  horse,  and  the  ladies,  being 
mounted,  dismissed  their  guide  with  grate- 
ful thanks,  and  soon  reached  the  hamlet, 
where  they  were  accommodated  for  the 
night,  and  on  the  following  day  arrived 
in  safety  at  the  castle  of  Hapsburg. 


VOL.  II 
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CHAPTER   XV. 

The  meeting  of  Emmeline  with  her  mo- 
ther and  sister  was  indeed  affecting ;  she 
wept,  she  laughed,  and  threw  herself  into 
their  arms  alternately,  as  if  she  were  fear- 
ful of  parting  from  them  again ;  then  she 
encircled  their  waists,  and  scrutinised 
their  features,  to  assure  herself  of  their 
real  identity;  and  when  this  genuine  burst 
of  passionate  feeling  was  over,  seating 
herself  between  them,  and  taking  a  hand 
of  each,  she  questioned  them  on  their  mi- 
nutest sensations,  during  their  sad  trials, 
and  hung  on  the  words  as  they  related 
their  hair  breadth  escapes,  from  the  hands 
of  their  desperate  pursuers;  but  when 
they  mentioned  the  tenderness  and  inter- 
est shewn  in  regard  to  their  misfortunes 
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by  the  excellent  Hugo,  the  innocent  girl 
declared  with  great  feeling,  that  she 
should  ever  regard  him  with  a  sister's 
affection. 

When  they  had  recounted  all  their  ad- 
ventures, and  interchanged  in  the  privacy 
of  their  apartments,  the  endearing  proofs 
of  mutual  love,  Ethelinda  prepared  to 
join  the  Countess  of  Hapsburg  and  her 
daughters,  who  had  considerately  retired 
on  conducting  them  to  the  rooms  prepa- 
red for  their  reception ;  and  Matilda  also 
thought  it  necessary  to  follow  her  mother's 
example,  but  perhaps  with  this  observa- 
tion of  etiquette,  some  little  expectation 
was  mixed,  of  meeting  an  old  and  valued 
acquaintance,  in  the  person  of  Sir  Ernest 
who  had  not  yet  prepared  his  retainers 
for  the  ensuing  campaign,  but  intended  to 
follow  the  Count  of  Hapsburg  to  Zurich 
on  the  ensuing  morning. 

As  they  approached  the  gallery,  in  which 
the  family  usually   assembled,  Matilda's 
trepidation    considerably   encreased,   and 
K  2 
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she  entered  the  room  with  graceful  but 
bashful  timidity,  as  Sir  Ernest,  who  had 
long  anxiously  awaited  her  arrival,  ap- 
proached with  great  emotion  to  congratu- 
late her  on  her  fortunate  escape,  from  all 
the  appalling  dangers  which  had  lately 
surrounded  her.  Being  in  the  presence 
of  so  many  observers,  his  eyes  usurped 
the  power  of  his  tongue,  as  he  tenderly 
raised  her  passive  hand  to  his  lips,  and  then 
led  her  to  the  Countess,  who  having  cor- 
dially embraced  her,  placed  her  mother 
in  the  seat  next  herself,  and  said  with  great 
feeling  and  warmth : — 

"  It  does  indeed  afford  me  infinite  plea- 
sure to  be  enabled  to  offer  you  an  asylum 
after  such  a  dreadful  loss  and  escape  from 
sufferings  and  anxiety,  more  painful  than 
death  itself;  and  I  trust,  that  omitting 
those  dull  forms  of  ceremony,  which  only 
freeze  the  kindly  affections,  you  will  aban- 
don yourself  to  the  sweet  and  unreserved 
endearments  of  friendship ;  and  consider- 
ing our  castle  as  your  ow^n,  retire  to  the 
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Iprivacy  of  our  apartments,  whenever  it 
suits  your  inclination  :  it  shall  be  the  study 
of  my  daughters  and  myself,  to  render 
your  residence  amongst  us,  as  agreeable 
as  circumstances  will  permit.''  The  sin- 
cerity of  her  manners  corresponded  with 
the  cordiality  of  her  words,  and  smiling, 
she  recommended  the  sisters  to  the  espe- 
tjial  protection  of  Sir  Ernest,  whom  she 
named  her  chamberlain. 

Gertrude  Anne,  Countess  of  Hapsburg, 
was  rather  above  the  common  standard, 
with  an  easy  and  graceful  carriage,  and 
though  plain  at  first  sight,  her  countenance 
improved  on  acquaintance,  and  lighted  up 
well  when  any  animating  subject  was  dis- 
cussed ;  and  there  was  that  natural  benig- 
nity of  expression,  which  stole  its  way  to 
the  heart,  and  impressed  those  with  whom 
she  conversed,  with  the  sincerity  of  her 
conduct  and  feelings ;  she  also  possessed 
that  happy  art  of  making  her  friends  satis- 
fied with  their  own  importance,  and  act 
with    perfect   ease    in   her   society,   and 
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evinced  that  sincere  desire  of  saying  and 
doing  kind  things,  which  rendered  her 
acquaintance  always  desirable.  Her  two 
eldest  daughters  resembled  her  in  the 
amiability  of  their  disposition,  but  indeed 
they  also  derived  this  charming  quality 
from  their  noble  father,  who  was  early 
distinguished  for  the  frankness  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  his  readiness  to  perform  beni- 
ficent  actions. 

The  ladies  having  now  resumed  their 
places  at  their  embroidery  frames,  their 
attention  was  occupied  in  listening  to  the 
interesting  details  which  Ethelinda  was 
giving  of  the  various  events  of  the  last  few 
days;  but  Ernest  had  adroitly  contrived 
to  withdraw  Matilda  into  the  deep  recess 
of  the  window,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
gallery,  under  pretence  of  pointing  out 
the  encampment  of  Sir  Rodolph,  which 
he  imagined  he  could  just  distinguish,  until 
his  eyes  were  soon  more  deeply  interested 
in  regarding  the  beautiful  prospect  within. 

Matilda,  sinking  her  eyes  under  his  ar- 
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dent  gaze,  innocently  asked — "  Are  you 
not  a  great  admirer  of  the  works  of  na- 
ture?'' 

"  Certainly,  particularly  when  they  are 
decked  in  such  transcendant  loveliness.'' 
(The  hue  of  the  rose  became  deeper  on 
the  damsel's  cheek,  for  the  direction  of  the 
youth's  eyes  clearly  pointed  out  which  of 
nature's  works  attracted  his  admiration.) 
"  Matilda,  the  last  few  days  have  been  an 
age,  and  words  cannot  express  the  exces- 
sive anguish  of  that  period  of  dreadful 
anxiety.  Knowing  the  real  character  of 
Sir  Lutold,  gladly  would  I  have  sacrificed 
my  life  and  property,  to  have  ensured 
your  escape;  and  willingly  would  I  now 
exchange  situations  with  the  noble  Hugo^ 
that  I  might  be  called  your  deliverer." 

"  I  can  attach  full  credit,  dear  Ernest, 
to  your  words,  for  well  I  know  your  ge- 
nerous disposition:  you  have  already  ob- 
tained the  title  of  my  preserver  on  two 
occasions,  and  you  must  not  be  so  avari- 
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<?ious,  for  how  shall  I  be  able  to  repay 
even  my  present  obligations?'' 

**  You  overrate  my  services^  dearest; 
once  I  happily  claim,  under  Providence, 
the  merit ;  the  second  is  only  shared  with 
the  infamous,  but  truth  compels  me  to  say, 
the  gallant  Sir  Lutold.  But  do  not  be 
alarmed  about  the  greatness  of  the  debt, 
for  at  any  moment  you  can  liquidate  it." 

''  How !  Sir  Ernest ;  do  you  imagine 
that  the  remembrance  of  the  rustic  bridge 
will  ever  fade  from  my  memory?  no : 
whilst  the  warm  blood  flows  in  my  veins, 
I  firmly  trust,  that  I  shall  always  be  truly 
grateful  to  the  chosen  instrument  of  my 
providential  escape  from  death." 

''  Sweet  Matilda,  I  do  not  accuse  you 
of  forgetfulness  or  ingratitude,  but  only 
endeavour  to  ease  your  mind  of  the  heavy 
weight  that  oppresses  it,  by  suggesting  to 
you  an  easy  mode  of  satisfying  your  cre- 
ditor." 

"  And  pray,  Mr.  Logician,  what  is  this 
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wonderful  plan  ?  Shall  I  give  you  my  hand 
in  earnest  of  the  payment  ?  " 

Sir  Ernest  whispered,  '^  I  must  have 
your  heart  as  well  as  hand,  my  love." 

^^  You  are  a  deceiver;  you  know  too 
well,  that  I  have  no  heart  to  give;  but 
spare  me  now,  remember  my  recent  loss." 

The  noble  youth  replied,  "  Matilda,  I 
would  sooner  perish  than  offend  your  de- 
licacy, by  mixing  up  my  own  selfish  gra- 
tification with  your  present  grief,  but 
recollect  the  peculiarity  of  our  situation  ; 
soon,  too  soon  I  must  leave  you,  to  enter 
on  a  long  and  dangerous  campaign,  with- 
out the  protection  of  father  or  brother, 
and  in  these  warlike  times,  a  female,  and 
especially  a  beautiful  one,  is  placed  in  a 
dangerous  position;  but  were  I  authorized 
to  take  measures  for  your  safety,  it  would 
enable  me  to  place  your  mother  and  Em^ 
meline  in  an  asylum  free  from  danger, 
even  were  a  formidable  force  to  assail  it.*' 

^'  My  dear  Ernest,  the  feelings  of  bashful 
timidity,  which  are  congenial  to  a  pure 
k3 
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mind^  and  usually  govern  a  youthful  female 
in  mysituation,  shall  not  preclude  me  from 
making  the  candid  avowal,  that  in  having 
acknowledged  you  as  the  master  of  my 
heart,  I  would  not  refuse  to  perform  the  en- 
gagements which  usually  follow  such  a  de- 
claration, and,  therefore,  under  any  other 
circumstances,  there  could  be  no  reason 
for  the  slightest  opposition  to  your  wishes ; 
but  consider  the  impiety  of  the  proceeding, 
when  my  unfortunate  father  is  scarcely 
cold  in  the  grave,  such  haste  would  be 
justly  considered  indecent :  besides,  the 
principal  argument  on  which  you  ground 
your  demands,  is  not  based  on  just  princi- 
ples, since,  during  our  residence  under  the 
roof  of  Hapsburg  Castle,  we  assuredly 
may  rely  on  protection  from  all  those 
dangers  to  which  you  allude ;  but  you  may 
safely  rely  on  my  promise,  that  the  mo- 
ment your  services  are  dispensed  with,  on 
the  termination  of  the  campaign,  my  hand 
shall  be  at  your  disposal,  whenever  you 
reel  inclined  to  demand  it." 
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^^  I  still  think  you  judge  erroneouslyj 
dearest  Matilda ;  I  only  demand  a  legal 
right  to  act  for  you,  in  case  of  emergency, 
and  the  ceremony  may  be  performed  the 
moment  of  my  departure.  Surely  the 
coldest  prude  could  not  pass  a  severe 
opinion  on  such  an  arrangement." 

"  You  are  unreasonable^  Ernest,  and 
appear  to  doubt  my  faith  and  affection, 
and  at  the  same  time  do  not  reflect,  that 
in  obtaining  my  consent,  my  mother  is  yet 
to  be  consulted;  and  what  would  be  her 
opinion  of  her  daughter's  sense  of  pro- 
priety, were  she  to  request  her  to  wipe  the 
tears  yet  streaming  from  her  eyes,  for  her 
husband's  untimely  fate,  and  deck  her 
countenance  in  smiles  and  joy,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  her  daughter's  wed- 
ding?" 

The  disappointed  youth,  tenderly  taking 
her  hand,  and  fondly  pressing  it  to  his  lips, 
replied,  "  I  must  bow  with  submission  to 
your  wishes,  that  you  may  believe,  that 
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my  own  gratification  will  never  interfere 
with  your  happiness." 

In  the  mean  time,  Hugo  had,  at  the 
particular  request  of  the  Countess  of  Haps- 
burg,  been  presented  and  warmly  compli- 
mented for  his  faithful  attachment  to  the 
family  of  his  late  lord^  and  Emmeline, 
passionately  attached  to  her  mother  and 
sister,  and  consequently  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  his  services,  poured 
forth  her  thanks  with  all  the  enthusiasm 
of  her  nature,  declaring,  that  she  could 
never  repay  him  for  his  generous  conduct. 
Whether  it  is  that  virtue  always  appears 
more  attractive  in  a  beautiful  form,  or  that 
Emmeline  considered  it  necessary  to  con- 
vince him  of  her  gratitude^  by  repeating 
her  praises,  certain  it  is,  she  embraced 
every  opportunity  of  conversing  with  him 
on  the  subject  of  their  escape  from  Rinal- 
do,  and  if  she  never  became  weary  of 
asking,  Hugo  certainly  never  tired  of 
answering  her  numerous  questions;  and  if 
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she  had  ever  some  doubts  to  be  cleared, 
he  had  always  some  fresh  information 
to  detail.  In  these  happy  terms  of  mu- 
tual confidence,  they  resembled  an  afi'ec- 
tionate  brother  and  sister,  and  mutually 
cherished  those  feelings,  which  at  a  future 
period,  burst  forth  into  a  brighter  flame 
than  that  of  friendship ;  when  fortune 
ceasing  from  her  persecutions,  again  smiled 
on  the  efforts  of  the  gallant  Squire,  and 
showering  her  fayors  on  his  head,  raised 
him  to  that  long  desired  station,  which 
enabled  him  openly  to  advance  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  heart  of  the  sweet  and 
amiable  girl.  But  now  other  duties  claimed 
his  regard,  and  a  pressing  offer  from  Sir 
Ernest,  to  accompany  him  to  the  army 
assembled  before  Zurich,  was  joyfully  ac- 
cepted, for  he  panted  for  an  opportunity 
of  revenging  the  death  of  his  late  gene- 
rous Lord.  On  the  appointed  morning,  the 
gallant  Sir  Ernest  tore  himself  with  diffi- 
culty from  the  embrace  of  his  betrothed, 
after  commending  her  to  the  care  of  all  the 
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saints  in  the  calendar.  The  parting  of 
Hugo^  though  of  less  tender  character, 
was  marked  by  expressions  of  the  warmest 
gratitude  and  affection,  and  the  sincerest 
wishes  for  his  safety  and  speedy  return 
from  the  dangers  of  the  field.  Matilda, 
with  her  sister,  had  taken  her  seat  at  the 
window,  and  it  was  long  before  their 
wearied  eyes  lost  the  last  traces  of  their 
movements  along  the  distant  plain. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

On  his  arrival  at  Zurich,  the  troops  were 
nearly  all  assembled,  and  Sir  Rodolph 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
and  well  appointed  army,  for  the  citizens 
of  those  days,  particularly  in  the  new  re- 
publics, and  imperial  towns,  were  all 
trained  to  the  use  of  arms,  and  having 
their  newly  purchased  liberties  to  defend, 
against  the  constant  attacks  and  intrigues 
of  the  Barons,  were  better  disciplined,  and 
more  subject  to  control,  than  the  licentious 
bands  of  the  lawless  nobles. 

Being  now  joined  by  all  those  Barons, 
who  were  actuated  by  liberal  and  honor- 
able principles,  and  did  not  view  the 
rising  importance  of  these  commercial 
towns  with  jealousy,  but  rather  used  their 
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best  exertions  to  promote  the  attainment 
of  their  infant  liberties,  and  likewise  by- 
all  those  individuals,  who  had  suffered 
from  the  late  rapacious  aggressions  of  the 
Count  of  Regensberg,  and  his  Italian  allies, 
Sir  Rodolph  prepared  to  commence  active 
operations. 

It  was  at  first  proposed,  to  attack  the 
places  of  minor  importance,  and  thus  to 
clear  an  easier  approach  to  Regensberg, 
the  principal  object  of  the  campaign,  but 
this  idea  was  overruled  by  the  General  in 
Chief,  who  considered  it  unwise  to  waste 
their  strength  in  gaining  places  which 
would  necessarily  surrender,  when  the 
main  support  of  their  power  fell ;  he  there- 
fore determined,  on  receiving  the  expected 
reinforcement  of  the  brave  mountaineers 
of  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Unterwalden,  to 
attack  Sir  Lutold's  principal  force,  mask- 
ing those  places  which  were  likely  to  im- 
pede his  operations. 

The  Count  of  Regensberg,  however,  too 
daring  and  experienced  to  remain  passive 
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in  his  trenches,  anticipated  Rodolph,  and 
embracing  a  favorable  opportunity,  where 
the  ground  gave  him  superior  advantages, 
poured  like  a  thunder  cloud  on  his  divi- 
sions, but  all  his  efforts  availed  but  little 
against  his  skilful,  cautious,  yet  bold  ene- 
my, who  broke  through  his  ranks,  but 
was  unfortunately  thrown  from  his  horse, 
when  the  troops  of  Zurich  becoming  dis- 
pirited, were  driven  back  in  confusion^ 
and  the  soldiers  were  already  stripping 
him  of  his  armour,  when  Henry,  the  cou- 
sin of  Arnold  Miiller,  a  man  of  gigantic 
stature  and  strength,  rushing  to  his  rescue, 
disengaged  him  from  their  hands,  covered 
him  with  his  shield,  and  succeeded  in 
mounting  him  on  his  own  horse.  The 
Zurichers  rallied,  and  again  advanced 
with  renewed  impetuosity,  and  repulsed 
the  enemy  in  all  quarters. 

Sir  Lutold,  after  weeks  of  varied  suc- 
cess, determined  on  risking  another  gene- 
ral engagement,  previous  to  shutting  him- 
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self  up  in  Regensberg,  and  possessing  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  country,  care- 
fully examined  the  spot  chosen  as  his  fu- 
ture field  of  battle.  Constantly  compelled 
to  retire  before  the  superior  force  of  the 
enemy,  he  at  last  arrived  at  the  favorable 
position,  and  drew  up  his  gallant  army  on 
a  gentle  declivity;  his  front  being  defended 
by  a  rocky  stream,  his  left  by  a  lofty  inac- 
cessible hill,  and  his  right  by  the  forest: 
he  commanded  the  centre  in  person^  as- 
sisted by  the  warlike  Bertoldo;  the  Count 
of  Tockenburg  was  entrusted  with  the 
right,  and  Rinaldo  with  the  left  wing.  His 
only  son,  Sir  Theodore,  was  strongly  posted 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army,  should 
fortune  declare  against  his  father. 

Confident  of  a  complete  victory,  should 
the  enemy  rashly  attempt  the  diflScult 
passage  of  the  river,  he  beheld  their  ad- 
vance with  unbounded  joy,  and  his  ani- 
mating looks  filled  his  troops  with  courage 
equal  to  his  own ;  but  he  had  calculated 
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too  much  on  his  superior  knowledge  of 
the  country,  and  the  formidable  nature  of 
his  position. 

Sir  Rodolph  had  made  his  arrangements^ 
with  great  prudence,  and  had  secured 
guides  of  the  most  approved  fidelity,  and 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  intricate 
pathsand  windings  of  the  extensive  forest, 
which  covered  Sir  Lutold's  right  wing, 
and  had  dispatched  a  strong  corps,  under 
the  orders  of  the  young  and  brave  Sir 
Ernest,  to  turn  the  right  flank  and  rear 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  commencement  of 
this  attack  was  to  be  the  signal  for  cross- 
ing the  river.  After  a  long  and  arduous 
march  during  the  night,  Sir  Ernest  arrived 
in  his  position,  and  after  refreshing  his 
men,  commenced  the  assault,  which  threw 
the  enemy  into  momentary  confusion, 
during  which  Sir  Rodolph,  by  a  bold  and 
rapid  advance,  contrived  to  pass  the  river 
without  much  loss. 

The  Lord  of  Tockenburg  made  a  vi- 
gorous defence,  but  taken  by  surprise,  and 
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pressed  on  all  sides,  was  obliged  to  retire 
in  disorder  on  the  centre,  against  which, 
Sir  Rodolph,  having  weakened  his  right 
wing,  and  ordered  its  leader  merely  to 
amuse  the  enemy,  directed  his  principal 
attack,  as  it  was  already  beginning  to 
waver  from  the  pressure  of  the  retreating 
right.  In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Frederick 
converted  the  false  into  a  real  attack,  and 
in  a  desperate  charge  against  the  Count 
Rinaldo,  in  which  both  their  spears  were 
shivered,  unhorsed  him  with  violence,  but 
failed  in  the  attempt  to  make  him  prisoner. 
His  veterans  long  inured  to  the  Italian 
wars,  now  deprived  for  the  moment  of 
their  leader,  retired  in  excellent  order. 

Sir  Lutold  saw  it  was  in  vain  to  restore 
the  battle,  and  immediately  commenced 
his  retrograde  movement,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Rinaldo,  assuming  the  command 
of  the  left  wing,  covered  the  retreat  of 
his  army,  though  not  without  great  loss : 
failing  in  his  anticipated  success,  he  now 
retired  on  Regensberg,  and  took  up  his 
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position  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood : 
having  conducted  his  march  with  as  much 
rapidity,  as  the  nature  of  the  country- 
would  permit,  in  hopes  of  destroying  a 
strong  but  rustic  bridge,  which  was  thrown 
over  a  deep  and  dangerous  ravine,  widen- 
ed by  the  mountain  torrents,  which  rushed 
with  tremendous  violence  over  the  broken 
surface  of  the  rocks,  and  in  summer 
formed  deep  pools  below,  dark  with  the 
shadow  of  the  overhanging  trees. 

Sir  Rodolph,  however,  aware  of  the 
great  importance  of  this  object,  pursued 
the  rear  guard  with  determined  vigour, 
and  arriving  in  time  to  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  plan,  the  action  was  re- 
newed with  great  fury  at  the  bridge,  and 
the  frequent  and  heavy  splash  in  the  lazy 
current  below,  told  that  many  a  gallant 
warrior  had  found  a  watery  grave.  As 
the  ground  inclined  from  the  neighbouring 
heights  towards  the  bridge,  the  offensive 
party  received  such  an  impetus  when 
rushing  down  the    steep    declivity,  that 
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their  attacks  proved  irresistible,  and  des- 
pite the  prodigious  efforts  made  by  Sir 
Lutold,  Bertoldo,  and  the  Lords  of  Glan- 
zenburg  and  Balder,  (the  latter  having 
narrowly  escaped  falling  into  the  deep 
abyss)  Sir  Rodolph  forced  his  way,  and 
terminated  his  bloody  but  decisive  victory 
by  the  death  of  the  bold  Sir  Theodore, 
who  rashly  attempted  to  contend  against 
the  bravest  knight  of  the  age. 

Impressed  with  admiration  for  the 
youthful  virtues  and  high  courage  of  his 
opponent,  thus  cut  off  in  his  early  career, 
the  Count  of  Hapsburg  genei'ously  deter- 
mined to  honour  his  remains,  and  dis- 
patched the  body  clothed  in  its  dress  of 
mail  with  a  numerous  escort  to  Sir  Lu- 
told, who  regarding  the  bloody  form  of 
his  only  son,  felt  with  a  father's  grief,  this 
dreadful  calamity. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

A  few  days  after  the  departure  of  Sir 
Ernest  with  Hugo,  the  fame  of  Ethelinda's 
and  Matilda's  return  having  been  gene- 
rally circulated,  many  of  the  garrison 
who  had  fortunately  escaped  the  slaughter 
at  Greiffen,  repaired  to  the  Castle  of 
Hapsburg,  and  presenting  themselves  to 
their  feudal  superior,  demanded  her  or- 
ders; but  as  several  of  the  men  had  trea- 
cherously joined  the  troops  of  Rinaldo, 
and  mainly  contributed  to  the  success  of 
his  design,  by  assisting  to  overpower  those 
faithful  retainers  who  attempted  to  defend 
their  Lord,  Ethelinda  was  cautious  in  her 
conduct,  not  being  willing  to  encourage 
villany,  at  the  same  time  anxious  to  avoid 
injustice^  she  therefore  referred  them  to 
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old  Bertrand,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  their  characters  and  persons,  and  still 
retained  his  situation  of  Chatelain  at  Greif- 
fen  Castle. 

Amongst  the  most  acceptable  visitors 
was  Dorothy  the  nurse,  who  fell  into  per- 
fect extasies  on  beholding  her  Lady  and 
foster  children  again,  after  all  the  reports 
which  had  been  circulated  of  their  death, 
and  which  were  generally  credited  in  the 
vicinity:  she  knelt  down  at  her  Lady's 
feet,  and  respectfully  kissed  her  hand,  but 
turning  to  Matilda,  whom  she  had  nursed 
and  loved  as  well  as  her  own  children, 
she  threw  herself  on  her  neck,  and  wept 
like  an  infant.  Recovering  at  length 
from  her  emotion,  she  felt  the  face  and 
hands  of  Matilda,  to  ascertain  the  reality 
of  the  form  she  had  embraced,  and  being 
satisfied  that  it  was  no  spirit,  but  simple 
flesh  and  bloody  she  broke  out  into  an 
endless  catalogue  of  all  her  feelings,  when 
the  news  burst  upon  her  like  a  sudden 
"  clap  of  thunder.'' 
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*^  Oh!  my  lady,  when  those  bloody  men 
marched  away  from  the  castle,  with  all 
their  plunder,  the  neighbours  ran  to  see 
the  mischief  they  had  done,  and  with  the 
hopes  of  assisting  you  and  the  dear  young 
ladies,  never  dreaming  that  those  outland- 
ish robbers  would  be  so  barbarous  as  to 
carry  you  off,  or  do  you  any  injury;  for 
I  said  to  Gregory,  when  they  look  on  that 
sweet  face  (patting  Matilda's  cheek)  their 
hearts  will  become  as  soft  as  lambs:  but 
husband  did  say,  "  good  wife,  your  own 
tender  feelings  make  you  think  well  of 
every  body,  but  you  do  not  know  what 
these  men  be  ;''• — well  your  ladyship,  now 
we  came  into  the  great  court,  as  leads 
into  the  great  hall,  and  what  a  power  of 
poor  bodies  lay  scattered  about ;  some 
with  their  heads  split,  others  with  their 
arms  nearly  chopped  off,  but  all  dead, 
though  some  were  warm.  Oh!  such  a 
sight;  we  trembled  so,  and  felt  sick  like: 
then  the  blood  flowed  like  rain  down  the 
gutters:   it  was    enough  to  frighten  the 
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Count  of  Hapsburg  himself,  let  alone  us 
poor  women." 

'^  But  my  dear  nurse/'  said  Ethelinda, 
interrupting  her,  "  spare  our  feelings, — 
these  details  can  only  renew  our  grief." 

''  I  would  not  so  much  as  hurt  a  hair  of 
your  head,  my  lady,  but  I  be  coming  at 
once  to  the  gown." 

**■  What  gown?  dear  nurse,"  enquired 
Matilda. 

^'  Well,  my  darling,  you  shall  hear  all 
in  good  time:  but  where  was  I? — ah!  I 
know,  about  the  blood  in  the  gutters." 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,"  said  Ethelinda, 
"  not  to  recall  these  horrible  recollections: 
spare  us  good  nurse." 

"  Yes  to  be  sure  my  lady,  but  I  must 
go  on  regular,  so  father  Clement  said ; 
but  my  memory  be  so  bad,  I  forgot  to 
tell,  the  good  man  could  not  climb  the 
hill  so  quick  as  we,  and  came  up  after- 
wards; well  says  he,  we  must  look  at 
every  poor  body  of  them,  and  see  if  any 
life  remains.     Good  man!  he  knows  more 
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about  the  soul  than  he  does  about  the 
body,  for  they  were  as  dead  as  if  a  goblhi 
had  done  the  business :  but  now  the  father 
being  ready,  we  all  followed  him  into  the 
great  hall,  for  it  was  a  fearful  thing  to 
walk  into  a  room  full  of  dead,  but  they 
would  not  dare  to  hurt  a  monk." 

"  Nor  you,  or  any  body  else,  good  Do- 
rothy," remarked  Ethelinda. 

''Ah!  my  lady,  it  is  fine  to  talk,  but 
very  different  to  act ;  but  gracious  God — 
how  you  puts  one  out — well  at  last  w^e 
enters  the  hall,  and  I  shuts  both  my  eyes, 
but  presently  we  all  stops,  and  the  people 
did  press  so  back,  each  wanting  the  other 
to  go  foremost ;  and  there  was  Clement 
standing  still,  and  his  limbs  all  of  a 
shaking;  and  we  all  clung  together,  and 
looked,  and  what  do  you  think  we  saw 
my  lady  ? — but  the  scream  which  we  ut- 
tered, rings  in  my  ears  even  yet." 

''  Dear  nurse,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
say ;   but  pray  proceed   at   once   to  the 
gown,  if  it  really  concerns  our  interest." 
l2 
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'^  I  be  just  a  coming  to  it  my  lady;  but 
can't  you  guess?  well  we  looked  down 
upon  our  earthly  lord  and  father,  the 
kind  and  worthy  baron!" 

The  ladies  were  taken  by  surprise; — 
there  was  a  pause  for  a  few  seconds; — 
then   they  burst  into  tears.     The  nurse 
resumed,   ''Ah!  it  was  just  as  it  is  now 
with  you  and  the  darlings,  my  lady;  first 
an  awful  silence!  then  the  hall  reechoed 
w4th  the  moans  and  lamentations  of  all, 
father     Clement     himself    too     joining, 
though  he  tells  us,  good   man,   not  to  be 
led  away  with  earthly  affections ;  well  for 
once  we  saw  him  failing  to  practice  what 
he  so  often  preaches ;  but  I  don't  blame 
him,   for  he  had   experienced    my  good 
lord's  bounty,  as  well  as  we;   there   was 
not  a  dry  eye  amongst  us.     After  placing 
the  body  decently  on  a  table,   and  wash- 
ing the  blood  from  the  wounds,  we  car- 
ried it  to  another  apartment,  and  laid  it 
on  a  bed,  and  Clement  told  us  we  must 
all  come  and  attend  the  funeral,  for  Sir 
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Herman  was  worthy  to  be  honored;  but 
we  did  not  want  to  be  reminded,  for  our 
duty  to  so  kind  a  master  was  written  in 
our  hearts. 

**  We  searched  the  Castle,  and  at  last 
came  to  your  bed  room,  my  lady,  and 
mercy  on  us  if  we  did  not  see  your  gown 
lying  all  bloody  on  the  floor:  our  hearts 
were  overpowered,  and  we  all  looked  to 
the  good  monk  for  comfort,  who  made  us 
join  with  him  in  prayer,  to  the  merciful 
disposer  of  all  events.  We  never  thought 
to  see  you  more ;  we  looked  long  for  our 
dear  young  ladies,  but  without  success, 
and  we  all  said,  we  could  only  hope,  that 
God  would  protect  innocence." 

Here  the  affectionate  woman  threw 
herself  on  her  knees,  and  returned  thanks 
and  praises  for  the  deliverance  of  her 
lady,  and  her  darlings,  from  the  hand  of 
the  oppressor. 

Dorothy  soon  forgot  her  sorrows  in 
the  presence  of  her  foster  children,  and 
said    she    did    not  feel    her   own    heavy 
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misfortune  so  much,  now  that  they  were 
restored  to  her ;  and  as  the  sisters  invari- 
ably treated  her  with  marked  affection, 
she  resumed  all  her  old  habits,  and  de- 
tailed the  news  of  the  neighbourhood  ;  as 
usual,  her  own  concerns  bore  a  considerable 
share  in  every  occurrence,  and  she  dwelt 
long  on  the  sufferings  of  poor  Agnes,  after 
the  loss  of  her  husband. 

''  I  trust,  dear  nurse,"  said  Matilda, 
'^  when  Agnes  feels  herself  equal  to  the 
exertion,  that  she  will  come  and  resume 
her  place  about  our  persons.'' 

"  Thank  you,  kind  child,  it  will  do  her 
poor  heart  good,  for  she  loves  you  all 
dearly  :  she  shall  come  next  week." 

''  But  how  is  Gregory  ?"  enquired  Em- 
meline ;  "  you  have  not  mentioned  him." 

''  Poor  man !"  said  Dorothy,  with  a  sigh, 
'^  he  has  suffered  much  from  rheumatic 
pains:  he  has  never  recovered  from  the 
attack,  which  commenced  on  that  fatal 
night,  when  he  innocently  interrupted  the 
pious  meditations  of  the  good  old  Abbess, 
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as  she  sat  in  the  same  place  which  had  af- 
forded her  so  much  pleasure  during  life  : 
I  am  sure  he  never  meant  any  disrespect." 

'^  But,  dear  nurse,"  said  Matilda,  "  you 
cannot  attribute  this  illness  as  a  punish- 
ment for  his  mistaking  a  living  village 
maiden  for  a  dead  Abbess.  I  imagined 
Sir  Ernest  and  Father  Clement  had  quite 
cleared  this  matter  to  the  general  satisfac- 
tion, particularly  as  Veilchen  herself  ac- 
knowledged, that  she  had  personated  the 
Abbess.  However,  I  can  assign  a  more 
probable  cause  for  the  malady ;  the  good 
man  in  his  fright  fell  off  his  horse  into  the 
v/et  grass^  and  was  found  fast  asleep  by 
some  villagers ;  it  is  therefore  no  wonder, 
that  his  blood  being  heated  by  an  unusual 
portion  of  wine,  the  damp  occasioning  a 
sudden  chill,  should  produce  an  attack  of 
rheumatism." 

''  Well,  now  this  never  struck  me  be- 
fore! — however,  Gregory  is  almost  bent 
double  with  it,  and  is  now  gone  to  our 
Lady  of  Einsidlin  to  obtain  a  cure." 

"  And  do  you  really  believe,"   asked 
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Emmeline,  "  that  he  will  derive  any  be- 
neficial effect  from  this  journey." 

''  Certainly,  my  dear,  if  our  holy  lady 
]3leases,  else  why  do  so  many  thousand 
persons  go  there  every  year  ?  And  has  not 
our  lady  cleared  away  all  the  forests,  which 
formerly  covered  the  ground  before  the 
abbey  was  built  ?  And  did  not  our  George 
cure  his  tooth-ache  by  going  there  ?  And 
I  should  like  to  know  what  restored  the 
broken  arm  of  our  old  chatelain  Bertrand? 
And  can  you  tell  me  the  meaning  of  all 
those  legs,  arms,  eyes,  and  noses,  which  are 
suspended  in  the  chapel,  unless  people  had 
been  cured  of  their  diseases?  And  I 
should  like  "— 

"  But  why  so  warm  in  your  defence, 
replied  Emmeline,  "  of  the  miracles  per- 
formed at  Einsidlin? — our  lady,  good  nurse, 
has  undoubtedly  the  power,  and  far  be  it 
from  me  to  deny  it ;  but  we  cannot  expect 
a  miracle  to  be  performed  for  the  cure  of 
every  disorder;  besides  many  of  these  won- 
ders may  be  traced  to  natural  causes;  for 
instance,  the  removal  of  the  forests,  since. 


OF    HAPSBURG.  225 

as  the  inhabitants  encrease,  more  food  is 
required,  and  cultivation  is  necessarily  ex- 
tended." 

''  This  is  all  very  true,  I  dare  say,"  re* 
joined  the  good  nurse  ;  "  but  you  have  not 
accounted  for  all  the  cures  performed  : 
cultivation  wont  do  that." 

"  Yes  it  will,"  replied  Emmeline^ 
smiling. 

^'  How,  my  dear?"  asked  nurse. 

'^  Cultivation  of  ground  may  not,  but 
cultivation  of  science  will." 

"  I  be  a  plain  body,  my  darling,  and 
can't  understand  these  fine  words,  but  I 
give  you  facts  :'' — and  elate  with  her  tri- 
umph, the  excellent  Dorothy  was  inclined 
to  ride  her  hobby,  and  give  a  long  history 
of  all  the  surprising  wonders  of  the  place, 
but  the  sound  of  the  dinner  bell  fortunately 
preserved  the  ladies  from  the  veracious, 
and  in  the  hands  of  good  nurse,  somewhat 
tedious  history  of  the  ten  thousand  mira- 
cles of  our  Lady  of  Einsidlin.  They  flat- 
tered themselves  in  vain;  their  escape  was 
L  3 
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only  for  the  moment,  and  Dorothy  con- 
soled herself  with  the  pleasing  idea  of 
finding  another  more  convenient  opportu- 
nity of  displaying  her  pious  faith,  and 
great  information  on  these  interesting 
topics,  for  she  dearly  loved  the  marvellous, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  willing  ear 
to  the  tales  of  the  shapeless  monsters  of  a 
distempered  and  superstitious  imagination. 
On  bidding  adieu,  she  said  with  a  tone  of 
affection,  "  Never  fear,  my  dears,  you 
shall  not  be  disappointed;  another  time 
you  shall  have  a  day  of  it,  and  I  warrant 
you  will  be  well  entertained  at  all  the 
stories  I  can  tell  you,  and  dare  say  you 
will  believe  them  as  firmly  as  myself/' 

On  joining  the  dinner  party  in  the  hall, 
the  Countess  announced  the  pleasing  news 
of  the  safe  arrival  of  Sir  Ernest  and  Hugo 
at  the  camp  before  Zurich,  of  the  sub- 
sequent battle,  and  of  the  remaining 
events;  and  added,  with  a  smile,  ''Our 
friends  have  all  escaped  without  any  in- 
jury." 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

About  six  months  previous  to  the  trea- 
cherous attack  on  the  Castle  of  Greiffen, 
the  Abbot  of  Hildesheim,  who  was  the 
uncle  of  Sir  Ernest^  died,  and  the  Knight 
having  no  male  relation  living,  capable  of 
succeeding,  and  not  being  desirous  to  un 
dertake  the  office  himself,  had  appointed 
a  cousin  of  his  friend,  Sir  Frederick  of 
Ustar,  to  the  rich  benefice,  and  agreeable 
to  the  regulations  of  the  Holy  See,  the 
new  Abbot  had  proceeded  to  Rome,  to 
obtain  the  necessary  confirmation  of  the 
Pope.  On  his  arrival,  he  met  with  a  very 
cold  reception  from  the  Pope's  secretary, 
who  affected  to  doubt  the  authority  of 
Sir  Ernest,  to  nominate  to  the  vacant  situa- 
tion, and   at  length  declined  presenting 


228  SIR    RODOLPH 

him  to  his  Holiness,  until  a  proper  investi- 
gation was  instituted  into  this  delicate 
affair. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  Abbot  pointed 
out  to  him,  that  the  Lords  of  Grunengen 
had,  for  two  hundred  years,  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  Abbey,  exercised  this 
right,  subject  only  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  Pope;  and  in  the  title  deed  it  was  ex- 
pressly provided,  that  should  the  papal 
government  attempt  to  interfere  in  the 
nomination,  that  all  the  rich  lands  which 
had  been  alienated  on  the  foundation  of 
the  Abbey,  should  again  revert  to  the 
Baron  of  Grunengen. 

The  Secretary  replied, ''  The  Holy  Fa- 
ther has  power  over  all  ecclesiastical  es- 
tablishments, and  if  any  of  his  predecessors 
neglected  their  duty,  it  becomes  the  pre- 
sent possessor  of  the  papal  throne  to  rec- 
tify their  abuses ;  and  it  appears  a  mon- 
strous sin,  that  a  layman  should  presume 
to  be  a  proper  judge  of  the  person  designed 
for  this  important  ecclesiastical  office." 
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The  Abbot  urged  in  opposition  to  this 
flimsy  argument, — "  It  will  be  much  more 
injurious  to  the  real  interests  of  the 
church,  and  will  deter  pious  persons  from 
forming  these  useful  establishments,  if, 
after  enjoying  their  rights  for  a  period  of 
even  two  hundred  years,  the  claims  of  the 
Grunengen  family  should  be  set  aside, 
for  they  will  of  course  expect  the  same 
fate  for  their  own  posterity,  at  the  will  of 
an  ambitious  or  self-interested  man." 

"  Sir  Priest,"  exclaimed  the  enraged 
Secretary,  "  beware  how  you  touch  on 
such  dangerous  ground;  and  remember, 
that  in  Rome  the  Pope  is  supreme.  And 
if  empei-ors  have  been  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge his  authority,  where  much 
more  important  interests  were  at  stake, 
men  of  lesser  degree  may  dearly  pay  for 
their  presumption,  in  daring  to  resist  it. 
As  his  Holiness,  however,  ever  manifests  a 
due  regard  to  justice,  a  commission  will 
be  immediately  appointed,  to  examine 
into  this  intricate  affair,  and  pending  its 
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sitting,  a  prescript  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  senior  canon  of  the  chapter,  to  execute 
the  duties  of  the  Lord  Abbot;  and  you 
are  hereby  enjoined  not  to  interfere,  or 
oppose  any  obstacle  to  this  decision  of  your 
superior  Lord." 

The  new  Abbot  saw  it  was  in  vain  to 
offer  objections  to  this  unjust  command 
of  the  wily  Cardinal,  since  he  was  pow- 
erless at  this  distance  from  his  friends  and 
retainers,  and  therefore  simply  protesting 
against  the  order,  withdrew  to  his  own 
mansion,  resolving  however  to  assume  his 
rights,  the  moment  of  his  arrival  in  his 
own  country,  without  regarding  the  cere- 
mony of  confirmation,  which  was  more 
formal  than  necessary ;  and  he  therefore 
prepared  to  return  on  the  following  morn- 
ing to  Hildesheim,  to  secure  possession  of 
his  appointment,  before  his  adversaries 
should  commence  their  operations. 

But  the  Secretary  had  forseen  the  pos- 
sibility of  this,  and  took  measures  to  pre- 
vent it,  for  within  an  hour  after  his  arrival 
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at  his  house,  an  officer  of  the  government, 
(with  a  considerable  body  of  soldiers,  to 
enforce  obedience,  in  case  of  necessity), 
arrived,  and  placing  him  under  arrest, 
by  virtue  of  an  order  from  the  Pope^  they 
conducted  him  prisoner  to  the  Castle  of 
St.  Angelo. 

In  the  mean  time.  Cardinal  Leonato 
was  dispatched  with  great  haste  to  Hildes- 
heim,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  records,  but  secretly  to  induce 
the  chapter  to  elect  him  as  Abbot,  bearing 
as  a  bribe,  the  Pope's  bull,  conferring 
several  minor  privileges  on  the  canons,  in 
case  of  compliance,  and  the  sentence  of 
excommunication,  in  the  event  of  refusal. 

After  a  month's  confinement,  when  the 
Secretary  imagined,  that  his  brother  the 
Cardinal  had  succeeded  in  his  mission, 
and  obtained  the  abbacy,  the  young  Baron 
of  Ustar  was  released,  with  a  gentle  hint  : 
''  Be  more  cautious  in  future  in  your  re- 
marks on  the  justice  and  policy  of  the 
head  of  the  churchy  as   however   lenient 
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the  Holy  Father  may  be,  and  unwilling 
to  proceed  to  extremities,  still  if  you  per- 
sist in  a  wicked  and  useless  opposition,  a 
due  regard  for  the  duties  and  honor  of 
his  high  station,  must  compel  him  to  treat 
your  offences  with  exemplary  rigour." 

The  Abbot  bore  this  castigation  with 
well  feigned  humility,  and  the  moment 
he  was  free,  proceeded  with  the  utmost 
rapidity  to  Germany,  in  hopes  of  still 
reaching  his  destination  before  the  luxuri- 
ous Cardinal,  who  would  probably  travel 
more  at  his  ease,  especially  as  he  knew 
that  his  rival  was  in  safe  keeping.  The 
event  justified  his  hopes;  but  independent 
of  his  slow  progress,  in  crossing  the  Alps, 
the  banditti,  regardless  of  the  respect  due 
to  this  exalted  dignitary  of  the  church, 
and  attracted  by  the  splendour  of  his 
equipage,  attacked  him  on  his  route,  and 
plundered  him  of  all  his  rich  effects,  and 
what  was  of  much  more  importance  at 
the  present  moment,  of  the  box  containing 
his  appointment  as  commissioner,  with  all 
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the  other  documents.  The  dejected  and 
enraged  Leonato  retraced  his  steps  to 
Milan,  there  to  await  for  fresh  instructions, 
whilst  his  more  fortunate  rival  arrived  in 
safety  at  Hildesheim,  and  immediately 
assuming  the  duties  of  his  oflSce,  forwarded 
a  detailed  account  of  all  his  proceedings  to 
his  patron,  Sir  Ernest  of  Grunengen. 

The  reigning  Pontiff,  Gregory  the 
Tenth,  w^as  universally  esteemed,  as  a 
man  of  sound  sense,  and  of  great  modera- 
tion, and  whilst  he  supported  with  becom- 
ing firmness  the  acknowledged  rights  of 
the  church,  always  displayed  great  for- 
bearance, where  any  doubt  existed,  and 
his  decisions  were  generally  regulated  by 
the  strictest  rules  of  justice,  his  character 
being  free  from  all  those  ambitious  pas- 
sions which  had  disgraced  some  of  the 
preceding  Popes,  and  filled  the  world  with 
anarchy  and  bloodshed. 

Confident  of  the  propriety  of  his  own 
conduct,  in  exercising  a  right  which  he 
inherited  with  his  estate  from  his  ancestors. 
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and  trusting  to  the  noble  candour,  and 
frankness  of  disposition  of  his  Holiness, 
Sir  Ernest  determined  to  dispatch  his  con- 
fessor Clement,  with  a  secret  commission, 
to  arrange  this  delicate  business  at  Rome, 
for  he  shrewdly  suspected,  that  Gregory 
himself  was  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  real  merits  of  the  case,  and  that  it  was 
a  regular  intrigue  of  the  secretary,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  appointment  for  his  own 
brother,  on  which  account  he  cautioned 
Father  Clement  to  hold  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  Pope  himself,  and  gave 
him  full  powers  to  bring  the  dispute  to  a 
happy  conclusion.  And  yet,  like  a  bold 
and  independent  knight,  declared : — 

"  Though  I  am  ready  to  pay  the  same 
respect  and  submission  to  the  reigning 
Pontiff,  which  my  ancestors  observed  to- 
wards his  predecessors,  as  heads  of  the 
church,  still  I  deny  that  this  dignity  gives 
him  any  power  to  interfere  in  my  temporal 
concerns,  or  over  the  government  of  my 
private  actions ;  and  I  consider  the  abbacy 
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as  much  my  private  property,  as  any  other 
part  of  my  estate,  and  I  certainly  will  not 
acknowledge  his  Holiness  as  both  Pope 
and  king." 

The  good  father,  who  entertained  a  sin- 
cere affection  for  his  young  friend,  heard 
this  tirade  with  great  patience,  and  at  the 
conclusion  said,  "  I  earnestly  recommend 
you,  my  son,  to  observe  great  moderation 
and  caution  in  your  remarks  regarding  the 
head  of  our  holy  religion,  since  designing 
persons  may  exaggerate  your  expressions, 
and  place  you  in  a  serious  dilemma;  and 
remember,  if  you  incur  the  formidable 
anger  of  the  church,  there  is  no  powerful 
emperor  to  protect  you  from  the  danger. 
But  indeed  your  own  religious  principles 
will  induce  you  to  set  an  example  of  obe- 
dience." 

Sir  Ernest  pressed  the  good  father's 
hand,  and  replied,  ''  I  faithfully  promise 
to  act  as  becomes  a  good  Christian,  and  to 
show  the  first  fruits,  though  I  cannot  sub- 
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mit  to  the  open  spoliation  of  my  undoubted 
property,  yet  I  will  not  object  to  the 
young  Abbot  making  his  terms  at  Rome, 
and  he  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  homage 
to  the  Pope,  in  order  to  secure  the  undis- 
puted possession  of  his  preferment,  as  this 
cannot  affect  the  stability  of  my  own  right 
of  presentation.  At  the  same  time,  it 
must  not  publicly  appear,  that  this  per- 
mission came  from  me,  and  the  ceremony 
must  be  privately  performed.  I  trust  my 
honor  to  the  secresy  of  the  Abbot  and 
yourself." 

Clement  having  assented  to  the  reason- 
ableness of  this  demand,  promised  to  ob- 
serve it,  and  then  hastened  to  Hildesheim, 
to  prepare  the  necessary  documents  for 
his  embassy  to  Rome. 

The  good  effects  of  this  prudent  con- 
duct, on  the  part  of  Sir  Ernest,  in  sending 
a  confidential  agent,  were  frustrated  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  wily  Secretary,  who 
finding  that  his  plan  of  imprisoning  the 
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youn^  Baron^  had  failed  of  its  effect,  in 
consequence  of  the  robbery  of  his  brother 
on  the  Alps,  and  his  subsequent  detention 
at  Milan,  immediately  determined  to  insi- 
nuate, that  the  Baron's  friends  had  planned 
the  attack  themselves,  for  it  appeared 
extraordinary,  that  he  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  unmolested  over  the  very  same 
route;  and  as  his  conscience  was  made  of 
very  plastic  materials,  he  persuaded  the 
Pope  of  the  truth  of  his  story,  and  finally, 
by  other  infamous  falsehoods,  determined 
Gregory  to  proceed  seriously  with  the 
affair,  and  summon  both  Sir  Ernest  and 
the  Baron  of  Ustar  to  appear  at  Rome. 

In  the  mean  time.  Father  Clement  ar- 
rived, and  having  obtained  the  means  of 
private  and  confidential  conversation  with 
the  Pope,  (for  they  had  fortunately  lived 
on  terms  of  strict  friendship  in  early  youth), 
he  undeceived  him  in  regard  to  many  of  the 
false  statements  advanced  by  the  Secre- 
tary; but   the  affair    had  proceeded  too 
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far  to  retrace  his  steps,  the  summons 
having  been  flispatched^  yet  Gregory  as- 
sured Clement,  that  he  would  investigate 
the  particulars  himself,  and  act  with  jus- 
tice and  moderation;  and  if  the  Baron 
would  do  homage,  he  would  confirm  him 
in  the  abbacy ;  and  that  both  Secretary 
and  Cardinal  should  find  themselves  mis- 
taken in  their  confident  expectations.  But 
in  regard  to  the  Lord  of  Grunengen,  he 
regretted  the  necessity  he  was  under,  of 
still  insisting  on  the  abandonment  of  his 
claims,  as  he  could  not,  consistent  with 
his  conscience,  and  the  interest  of  the 
church,  permit  a  layman  in  future  to  nomi- 
nate to  such  an  important  ecclesiastical 
situation;  but  that  Sir  Ernest  should  be 
allowed  sufficient  time  fully  to  consider 
of  this  subject,  before  he,  as  head  of  the 
church,  would  adopt  extreme  measures, 
for  the  just  support  of  his  authority. 

Having  successfully  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  the  Secretary,  Clement  departed  undis- 
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covered  from  Rome^  and  imparted  the 
result  of  his  ne^ociations  to  the  Abbot, 
who,  availing"  himself  of  the  generous  per- 
mission of  his  patron,  hastened  to  Rome, 
and  obtained  the  confirmation  of  his  ap- 
pointment from  the  hands  of  the  Pope,  on 
the  express  stipulation,  that  the  benefice 
was  in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  See. 

But  certain  that  he  should  meet  with 
great  opposition  from  the  interested  Secre- 
tary, he  at  once  sought  an  audience,  pre- 
vious to  his  introduction  to  Gregory,  and 
easily  overcame  his  objections,  by  some 
advantageous  and  weighty  arguments, 
which  induced  him  to  swallow  this  bit- 
ter but  well  gilded  pill.  His  judgment 
proved  correct,  and  he  was  quietly  per- 
mitted to  retain  his  abbacy,  without  the 
slightest  diflSculty,  even  on  the  part  of 
Cardinal  Leonato,  the  disappointed  can- 
didate, whose  safety  was  compromised,  in 
having  proceeded  on  his  late  mission  with- 
out the  express  sanction  of  his  superior. 
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And  he  was  well  aware,  that  his  worthy 
brother,  having  secured  his  own  interest, 
would  disavow  his  share  in  the  transaction, 
as  all  proof  of  his  participation  was  de- 
stroyed, in  the  loss  of  the  public  docu- 
ments, when  he  was  plundered  of  his 
effects  in  the  passage  of  the  Alps. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Sensible  that  he  could  not  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  open  field  with  any  chance  of  suc- 
cess, Sir  Lutold  made  a  desperate  but 
ineffectual  attempt  to  carry  the  war  into 
his  adversaries'  country,  by  dividing  his 
forces,  and  distributing  them  into  the 
neighbouring  forts,  from  whence  he  made 
frequent  inroads  into  the  territories  of  the 
Count  of  Hapsburg,  and  of  those  Barons 
in  alliance  with  him,  and  had  nearly  suc- 
ceeded in  surprising  the  important  Castle 
of  Ustar,  but  failed  through  a  trifling  in- 
advertence of  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  party. 

Having  received  information,  that  the 
governor  expected  a  large  conv^oy  of  pro- 
visions, Sir  Lutold  marched  a  considerable 
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body  of  chosen  men  during  the  night,  and 
concealed  them  in  the  thickets  which  cover 
the  sides  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  castle  is 
situated,  and  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, a  party  of  soldiers,  disguised  in  the 
garb  of  peasants,  appeared  at  the  gate 
with  a  convoy  of  provisions,  and  demanded 
admittance ;  the  war  dour  observing  merely 
a  few  rustics^  and  those  apparently  un- 
armed, lowered  the  bridge;  after  passing 
the  gate,  however,  some  of  the  sacks 
were,  as  if  accide'ntally,  overthrown,  and 
many  of  the  articles  tumbled  out;  consi- 
derable time  elapsed  in  remedying  this 
disorder,  during  which,  the  party  previ- 
ously placed  in  ambush,  rapidly  advanced 
to  the  gate^  but  at  this  moment,  a  quarrel 
ensuing  between  a  part  of  the  guard,  and 
the  supposed  countrymen,  Sir  Michael 
Ossano,  the  leader  of  the  enterprise,  re- 
ceived a  few  hard  blows  from  one  of  the 
garrison,  and  in  the  rage  of  the  moment, 
forgetting  his  assumed  character  and  lan- 
guage, swore  furiously   in  good    Italian 
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against  his  assailant;  but  the  Seneschal 
coming  to  the  spot  at  the  moment,  and 
hearing  these  exclamations,  so  foreign  to 
the  garb  of  the  speaker,  suspecting  trea- 
chery, instantly  ordered  the  gates  to  be 
closed ;  but  this  proved  easier  said  than 
done,  for  the  pretended  peasants  seizing 
their  arms,  which  were  concealed  in  the 
sacks,  made  a  desperate  resistance,  en- 
deavouring to  secure  the  gate,  until  the 
arrival  of  their  comrades.  The  struggle 
was  violent,  but  short,  for  the  garrison 
now  on  the  alert,  and  hurrying  to  the 
spot,  succeeded  in  driving  the  party  by 
main  force  over  the  bridge,  which  was 
only  raised  the  moment  before  the  arrival 
of  the  principal  body. 

Foiled  in  this  attempt,  as  well  as  in  se- 
veral other  stratagems,  by  the  superior 
fortune  of  his  adversary.  Sir  Lutold  seeing 
himself  daily  stripped  of  power,  and  his 
ranks  thinning  from  the  effects  of  fatigue 
and  the  sword,  at  length  despairing  of  ul- 
timate success,  by  the  continuance  of  the 
M  2 
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fruitless  contest,  resolved  on  endeavouring 
to  obtain  by  secret  negociation,  what  for- 
tune denied  to  his  arms.  For  this  purpose  he 
dispatched  his  confessor.  Father  Anthony, 
a  canon  of  Einsidlin,  to  the  camp  of  the 
Count  of  Hapsburg,  with  offers  the  best 
calculated  to  tempt  the  ruling  passion  of 
the  ambitious  Rodolph. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  did  not  relax  in 
his  military  exertions,  but  continued  to 
harrass  the  army  of  the  league,  and  to 
carry  destruction  into  every  quarter,  which 
he  was  enabled  to  do  with  perfect  facility, 
as  his  allies  still  possessed  the  Castles  of 
Balder,  Glanzenburg,  and  Utteberg, which 
from  their  strength,  and  happy  situation, 
almost  commanded  the  Town  of  Zurich 
and  its  territory. 

The  Count  of  Hapsburg  was  seated  at 
a  small  table,  examining  the  plan  of  those 
very  castles  already  mentioned,  when  his 
Squire  demanded  admittance  for  one  of 
the  holy  fathers  of  our  Lady  of  Einsidlin. 
Scrupulous  in  his  observances  of  the  forms 
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of  religion,  and  in  the  respect  he  paid  to 
its  ministers,  whilst  they  confined  them- 
selves to  the  simple  performance  of  its 
duties,  Rodolph  received  the  monk  with 
his  usual  urbanity,  and  demanded — 

"  What  aifair  of  importance  has  brought 
you  to  my  camp  at  this  late  hour  ? — me- 
thinks  it  is  dangerous  for  travellers,  pro- 
tected even  by  the  sanctity  of  their  pro- 
fession, to  journey  alone  at  night,  in  these 
disturbed  times.  From  whence  do  you 
come,  good  father?  do  you  demand  my 
assistance  or  protection?" 

The  friar  meekly  replied,  "•  I  have  been 
on  a  visit  of  condolence  to  a  dying  penitent, 
and  was  on  my  return  to  Einsidlin,  when 
night  overtook  me,  and  being  aware  of 
the  insecurity  of  the  roads,  to  whom  could 
I  apply  with  more  propriety,  than  to  a 
noble,  so  celebrated  for  his  regard  to  the 
members  of  the  church  ?" 

Father  Anthony  was  an  able  man,  and 
possessing  seductive  powers,  had  the  fa- 
culty of  concealing  his  inward  intentions, 
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whilst  he  bared  the  thoughts  of  those  with 
whom  he  conversed;  having  also  perfect 
command  of  his  temper,  he  affected  to 
take  the  severe  observations  of  others  as 
pleasantries,  until  at  last  he  succeeded  in 
gaining  their  confidence;  thus  assuming 
the  appearance  of  an  honest  man,  (though 
in  reality  he  neither  respected  morals  or 
truth  to  obtain  his  end) ;  he  deceived  the 
unsuspecting  and  confiding,  whenever  it 
suited  his  interest.  Well  acquainted 
with  the  high  character  and  principles  of 
the  Count  of  Hapsburg,  he  knew  that  any 
direct  proposal  of  treachery,  however 
much  it  might  conduce  to  his  interest  or 
ambition,  w^ould  only  excite  his  indigna- 
tion, and  draw  down  instant  vengeance 
on  the  head  of  the  rash  individual  (for 
Rodolph  was  summary  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice);  and  he  therefore  resolved 
to  proceed  with  the  greatest  caution,  and 
not  commit  himself  rashly,  lest  that  happy 
and  intuitive  sagacity,  with  which  Rodolph 
was  endowed,  should  at  once  penetrate 
his  design,  before  he  could  smooth  his  way. 
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^^  Your  confidence  is  not  misplaced, 
pious  father,"  replied  Rodolph ;  '^  but  you 
appear  tired  with  your  exertions;  a  cup  of 
good  old  wine  will  refresh  you;  and  as 
my  labours  are  now  terminated,  we  will 
share  the  flask  together,  and  empty  it  in 
honor  of  the  holy  St.  Meinard  of  blessed 
memory." 

Anthony  put  the  goblet  to  his  mouth, 
and  just  wetted  his  lips,  when  the  Count 
in  a  jovial  and  condescending  tone  de- 
manded— 

"  Have  you  taken  a  vow  of  temperance? 
for  it  is  not  the  practice  of  the  worthy 
canons  of  Einsidlin  to  do  penance  in  their 
cups :  in  the  last  visit  I  made  to  the  Ab- 
bey, the  Lord  Abbot  himself,  by  the  large 
potations  he  swallowed,  seemed  to  consi- 
der the  juice  of  the  grape  extremely  be- 
neficial for  the  inward  man." 

The  goblet  was  soon  emptied,  and  Fa- 
ther Anthony  seizing  another,  drank  to 
the  health  and  success  of  the  House  of 
Hapsburg.    *'  Happy,"  said  he,  '*  would  it 
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be  for  the  whole  country,  were  it  governed 
by  so  able  a  leader." 

''  Is  not  the  Lord  of  Regensberg  popu- 
lar then,  that  you  wish  for  a  change  ?" 

''  The  church  has  ever  found  him  an 
obedient  son,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied 
with  his  conduct  in  that  respect,  but  he 
has  not  the  art  to  govern  these  new  repub- 
lics and  imperial  towns,  and  we  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  them,  as  they  are 
always  encroaching ;  making  new  de- 
mands every  day ;  and  if  the  church  does 
thunder,  their  ears  are  deaf,  and  listen 
not  to  the  charm.  Their  overthrow  is 
devoutly  to  be  wished  by  all  true  Chris- 
tians." 

"  Is  there  not  something  personal,  good 
father,  mixed  up  with  this  general  charge 
against  the  sturdy  asserters  of  their  own 
liberties?  Have  the  citizens  refused  to 
submit  to  the  lawful  domination  of  their 
spiritual  advisers?" 

"  It  is  a  feeling  for  the  general  good ; 
there    is    nothing   personal   in   it,   noble 
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Knight,  as  regards  our  Abbey  of  Einsidlin, 
the  chapter  being  perfectly  independent 
of  the  control  of  the  neighbouring  states, 
the  Lord  Abbot  being  a  Prince  of  the 
German  Empire.  In  regard  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  church,  it  is  never  unlawful, 
but  is  characterised  by  justice  and  mode- 
ration." 

"  Then  what  induces  you  to  wish  to 
stifle  their  infant  liberties  in  the  cradle?" 

"  Because  the  new  states  are  unrea- 
sonable— are  becoming  obstinate  in  their 
opinions,  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and 
are  already  raising  cavils  against  the  su- 
premacy and  just  authority  of  the  eccle- 
siastical power,  whilst  the  Barons  are 
generally  impressed  with  a  due  respect 
for  our  privileges;  if  they  commit  an 
offence  in  the  moment  of  passion,  and  in- 
vade our  rights,  they  are  soon  reduced  to 
a  sense  of  their  errors,  and  demand  with 
humble  submission  absolution  for  their 
sins.  For  this  cause,  if  any  bold  Baron 
would  curb  the  insolence  of  these  Zurich. 
m3 
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ers,  he  would  readily  obtain,  not  only  as- 
sistance in  men  and  money,  but  all  the 
influence  of  the  church,  and  would  besides 
perform  an  acceptable  service  to  our  holy 
father,  by  promoting  the  true  interests  of 
religion." 

The  eyes  of  Rodolph  were  intently 
fixed  on  the  features  of  the  friar,  as  if  he 
would  read  his  real  intention  in  making 
these  observations,  but  no  emotion  was 
discoverable  on  the  calm  and  meek  coun- 
tenance of  the  cool  and  wily  envoy,  under 
the  fiery  gaze  of  the  Count,  who  replied, 
after  a  pause — 

'*  But  what  noble  is  strong  and  bold 
enough  to  make  the  attempt,  where  the 
powerful  Lords  of  Regensberg  and  Toc- 
kenburof  united  even  have  failed  ?" 

"  There  is  one  remaining,  compared 
with  whom  all  others  fade  into  shade;  and 
who,  if  inclined,  might,  in  addition  to  his 
other  titles,  bear  that  of  Count  of  Zurich." 

''  And  where  is  this  mighty  personage 
to  be  discovered?     From  whence  is  his 
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power  to  atchieve  these  conquests  to  be 
derived  ?  " 

"  Rodolph  of  Hapsburg,"  replied  the 
friar;  "  and  should  he  deem  his  own 
power  insufficient,  might  not  the  Lords 
of  Regensberg  and  Tockenburg  be  easily 
induced  to  join  him?  The  lion  might 
still  have  his  noble  share,  and  find  plenty 
of  spoils  for  his  followers." 

Dreams  of  ambition  floated  o'er  the  ex- 
cited imagination  of  the  Count,  and  for  an 
instant  gained  the  ascendancy,  and  his  eagle 
eye  flashed  with  enthusiasm,  as  starting 
suddenly  from  his  seat,  he  took  a  few  hasty 
strides  through  the  tent;  whilst  calm  as  the 
lake,  when  the  last  breath  of  the  languid 
breeze  dying  away,  leaves  its  bosom  smooth 
as  the  surface  of  the  polished  mirror,  re- 
mained the  countenance  of  the  meek  friar, 
as  he  silently  watched  the  struggle  in 
Rodolph's  mind.  But  interest,  ambition, 
every  fiery  passion  soon  yielded  to  the 
more  noble  principles  of  honor,  as  turning 
to  Father  Anthony,  he  firmly  said — 

*^  You   have   this  moment,  Sir  Priest, 
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(whether  inadvertently  or  by  design,  is 
best  known  to  yourself),  thrown  a  great 
temptation  in  my  way,  and  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  the  bait  is  gorgeously  dres- 
sed, but  actuated  as  I  have  always  been, 
by  fidelity  to  my  engagements,  and  by 
the  pure  principles  of  justice  and  rectitude, 
this  splendid  lure  has  been  offered  in  vain. 
Happy  it  is  for  you,  that  this  idea  has 
arisen  in  the  mere  course  of  argument,  and 
has  not  been  the  result  of  any  agreement 
or  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  confederates, 
for  though  the  rights  of  hospitality  might 
have  protected  you  from  the  effects  of  my 
outraged  dignity^  were  I  alone  concerned, 
yet  my  duty  to  my  good  allies  of  Zurich, 
would  have  obliged  me  to  deliver  you  up 
to  their  judgment.  Take  the  advice  of  a 
sincere  friend  to  your  order,  when  em- 
ployed in  offices  of  religion,  but  a  decided 
enemy  to  spiritual  politicians.  Beware  of 
falling  into  the  lion's  den,  and  tempting 
him  in  his  wrath,  for  probably  you  may 
not  always  find  the  beast  so  gentle,  as  you 
have  now   experienced.     And   that    the 


OF    HAPSBURG.  253 

worthy  canons  of  our  Lady  of  Einsidlin, 
may  not  expect  to  work  my  conversion, 
tell  them,  that  before  to-morrow's  sun 
shall  set,  my  fidelity  to  my  present  en- 
gagements with  the  Zurich  league,  shall 
be  fully  displayed,  not  in  words,  but  in 
deeds;  and  the  success  of  my  vigorous 
measures,  shall  amply  vindicate  my  truth 
and  loyalty.  At  early  dawn  you  shall 
depart  with  an  escort: — however,  that 
your  dreams  may  not  be  disturbed  during 
the  night  by  fears  for  your  personal  safety, 
we  will  drink  the  parting  goblet." — Pour- 
ing the  refreshing  draught  into  two  cups, 
the  Knight  touched  the  goblet  of  the 
monk  with  his  own,  and  drank  to  his  safe 
return  to  Einsidlin. 

The  friar  wrapped  himself  in  his  long 
gown,  rejoicing  that  he  had  not  committed 
himself,  by  making  the  direct  proposals 
of  his  employer,  and  wondering  at  the 
folly  and  weakness  of  Rodolph  in  missing 
the  golden  opportunity  through  scruples 
of  conscience. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

A  few  hours  before  the  arrival  of  father 
Anthony  at  the  camp.  Sir  Rodolph  had 
directed  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  to 
move  during  the  night,  in  the  direction 
of  Glanzenburg,  and  take  up  a  position 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  detach- 
ing a  party  to  lie  in  ambush,  amongst  the 
broken  rocks  of  the  hill,  on  which  the 
castle  was  situated.  At  early  dawn,  a 
boat  with  a  few  soldiers  disguised  as 
watermen,  dropped  down  the  Lemmat, 
and  contrived  to  throw,  as  if  by  accident 
some  goods  into  the  water,  when  just  op- 
posite Glanzenburg;  the  soldiers  of  the 
garrison  observing  the  circumstance,  rush- 
ed down  the  hill  for  the  purpose  of  plun- 
der, whilst   the  party  in  ambush,    being 
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now  placed  between  them  and  the  gates, 
rapidly  advanced  unobserved^  and  secured 
the  castle :  at  the  same  time,  the  fort  of 
Balder  was  seized,  by  another  simple  but 
successful  stratagem,  and  Utteberg  itself, 
soon  fell  into  the  power  of  the  enterprising 
Rodolph. 

Having  thus  defeated  the  plan  of  the 
enemy's  campaign,  and  freed  the  territory 
and  town  of  Zurich  from  the  imminent 
danger,  to  which  they  had  been  exposed, 
whilst  Sir  Lutold  remained  in  possession 
of  these  formidable  positions;  and  having 
opened  a  free  communication  with  his  al- 
lies, for  the  necessary  supply  of  provi- 
sions: his  enterprises  were  now  so  fear- 
lessly, yet  so  prudently  planned,  and 
rapidly  carried  into  execution,  that  suc- 
cess followed  success.  The  enemy  defeat- 
ed in  every  direction,  could  no  longer 
make  open  resistance ;  and  the  victorious 
army,  after  such  convincing  proofs  of  the 
abilities  and  fortune  of  their  leader,  ad- 
vanced with  the  utmost  confidence,  and 
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with  exulting  joy,  to  put  the  finishing 
stroke  to  the  campaign,  by  the  close  and 
vigorous  investment  of  Regensberg,  the 
principal  castle  of  their  powerful  enemy, 
hitherto  considered  as  impregnable,  unless 
reduced  by  famine. 

Daily  were  the  conflicts  carried  on 
with  equal  success,  and  without  any  seri- 
ous results ;  when  Sir  Rodolph  despairing 
of  being  enabled  to  cut  off  the  supply  of 
provisions,  which  Sir  Lutold  constantly 
contrived  to  introduce  into  the  castle, 
(since  from  the  works  being  so  extensive, 
it  was  found  impossible  to  invest  it  suffi- 
ciently close  on  all  sides;)  he  determined  to 
make  a  serious  attack  on  the  eastern  face, 
where  the  ascent  was  not  so  steep,  and 
the  works  neither  so  strong,  or  so  nume- 
rous: but  then  it  was  first  necessary  to 
obtain  possession  of  a  lofty  tower,  which 
commanded  the  approach.  After  incre- 
dible labour  and  the  most  desperate  efibrts 
on  the  part  of  the  besieged,  this  important 
work  at  length  became  seriously  injured, 
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and  the  walls  exhibiting"  several  large 
cracks,  began  to  crumble  into  decay. 

The  necessity  of  greater  vigilance,  had 
so  harrassed  the  diminished  garrison,  ex- 
posed as  it  was  to  constant  attacks,  and 
exhausted  by  fatigue  and  privation,  that 
Rodolph  determined  to  attempt  a  gene- 
ral assault :  dividing  his  forces  into  four 
corps,  he  led  the  main  body  composed  of 
his  own  retainers,  and  the  hardy  moun- 
taineers of  Schwertz,  Uri,  and  Underwal- 
den;  the  second  he  entrused  to  the 
guidance  of  Sir  Frederick  of  Ustar;  the 
third  to  the  gallant  Sir  Ernest  of  Grun- 
engen ;  the  reserve  was  formed  of  the 
troops  of  Zurich,  and  its  allies. 

The  action  was  long  and  desperate ; 
every  inch  was  warmly  contested;  the 
assailants  being  frequently  repulsed  with 
great  slaughter,  and  many  of  the  princi- 
pal leaders  on  both  sides  killed  and 
wounded;  but  such  was  the  importance 
attached  to  the  capture  of  the  tower,  that 
the  assaults  were  renewed,   until  a  lodg- 
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merit  was  effected  on  the  rampart;  but  in 
the  moment  of  victory,  the  huge  beams  of 
timber,  which  had  been  suspended  on  the 
tower  walls,  were  loosened  from  their 
fastening's,  and  falling  with  a  terrible  crash, 
they  carried  death  and  destruction  amongst 
the  crushed  besiegers.  And  to  increase 
the  horror  of  the  scene,  that  part  of  the 
tower,  to  which  the  beams  had  been  at- 
tached, being  weakened  by  the  fissures 
w^hich  had  been  occasioned  by  the  enemy, 
and  trembling  from  the  effect  of  the  sud- 
den concussion  caused  by  the  heavy  fall 
of  the  timber,  gave  way,  and  buried  be- 
sieged and  besiegers  in  one  common  ruin, 
whilst  the  heart-rending  shrieks  of  the 
wounded,  many  of  whose  limbs  were 
crushed  into  an  unformed  mass  of  flesh 
and  bone,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying, 
filled  the  survivors  with  dismay. 

All  was  dark  confusion,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  loss  could  not  be  ascertained 
for  some  moments,  until  the  thick  clouds 
of  dust  arising  from  the  ruins  were  cleared 
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away.  Nor  was  the  mischief  confined  to 
the  spot  immediately  mider  the  walls,  for 
the  hill  being*  steep,  the  timber  and  large 
masses  of  stone  rolling  down  the  declivity, 
swept  all  before  them,  and  the  Count  of 
Hapsburg  himself  escaped  with  difficulty, 
but  not  without  a  severe  contusion. 

When  at  length  the  sky  became  serene, 
the  tower  slowly  emerging  from  the  cloud 
of  dust,  exposed  to  view  its  late  proud  and 
lofty  crest,  diminished  and  shorn  of  its 
splendours  indeed,  but  still  not  sufficiently 
damaged  to  warrant  the  immediate  re- 
newal of  the  attack,  particularly  after  the 
severe  loss  just  experienced. 

Proud  of  heart,  and  untamed  in  spirit, 
Sir  Lutold,  though  defeated  in  all  the  late 
encounters,  and  seeing  his  former  power 
destroyed,  yet  preferred  misery,  penury, 
and  death,  rather  than  bow  his  haughty 
head  to  submission.  "  It  w^ill  be  time 
enough  to  think  of  surreiider,"  said  he, 
"  when  the  enemy  is  in  complete  possession 
of  our  outworks."    But  at  this  unexpected 
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success,  his  hopes  revived,  and  determining 
to  seize  the  golden  opportunity  of  re- 
trieving his  broken  fortunes,  he  prepared 
to  make  one  more  desperate  effort,  at  the 
head  of  his  chosen  adherents,  who,  though 
composed  principally  of  fierce  and  needy 
adventurers,  assembled  from  all  countries, 
had  manifested  a  fidelity  and  attachment 
to  him,  which  if  not  real  virtue,  very 
much  resembled  it. 

Watching,  therefore,  like  a  lion,  ready 
to  spring  on  his  unsuspecting  prey.  Sir 
Lutold,  at  the  moment  of  the  sudden  fall 
of  the  tower,  and  the  consequent  repulse 
of  the  allies,  sallied  from  the  castle  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  bursting  with  im- 
petuosity through  the  enemy,  carried 
death  and  dismay  through  their  ranks; 
recovering,  however,  from  the  confusion, 
into  which  the  sudden  attack  had  thrown 
him,  Sir  Ernest,  powerfully  assisted  by 
Hugo,  rallied  his  forces,  and  animated 
them  by  his  example;  but  all  his  noble  ex- 
ertions proved  fruitless,  for  assailed  by  the 
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united  corps  of  Sir  Lutold^  and  the  Count 
of  Tookenburg,  he  was  unable  to  retain 
his  position,  and  was  driven  back  to  the 
ravine  with  considerable  loss;  Sir  Fre- 
derick of  Ustar  also  being  sorely  pressed, 
by  the  Italians  under  Rinaldo  and  the 
Abbot  Bertoldo,  had  likewise  been  com- 
pelled to  retreat  in  the  same  direction. 

Here  the  contest  was  renewed  with 
great  fury,  but  with  more  equal  success. 
Tired,  however,  with  the  slaughter  of  the 
meaner  herd,  Sir  Lutold  sought  nobler 
game,  a^i  !  found  in  Sir  Frederick  an  an- 
tagonist worthy  of  himself;  their  spears 
were  soon  shivered  in  pieces,  and  they  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  find  with  their  trusty 
swords  some  opening  in  their  well-jointed 
armour,  which  displayed  the  effects  of 
many  well-directed  and  heavy  blows.  In 
the  mean  time,  Sir  Ernest  was  warmly 
engaged  in  combat  with  the  gallant  Count 
of  Tockenburg  ;  sharp  and  desperate  was 
the  conflict, — the  one  excited  by  the  ardent 
desire  to  defend  his  position,  the  latter  to 
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revenge  the  death  of  his  friend,  Sir  Otho 
of  Utteberg,  who  had  just  fallen  by  the 
sword  of  Hugo.  The  Count  drove  his 
sword  through  the  joints  of  his  antagonist's 
armour,  just  above  his  elbow,  but  leaving 
his  head  uncovered  at  the  moment,  Sir 
Ernest  struck  him  to  the  earth  with  a  blow 
of  his  battle  axe. 

Sir  Lutold  was  on  the  point  of  forcing 
his  way  over  the  bridge,  despite  the  gal- 
lant opposition  of  the  noble  Ustar,  when 
the  troops  of  Zurich  and  Hapsburg,  headed 
by  their  undaunted  leader,  (although 
wounded), arriving,  changed  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  compelled  the  Count  of  Re- 
gensberg  unwillingly  to  retire,  leaving  the 
wounded  Lord  of  Tockenburg  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  allies,  however,  had  been 
so  great,  that  Sir  Rodolph  deemed  it  pru- 
dent to  withdraw  the  besieging  force  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  castle,  until 
the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements,  when  he 
would  be  enabled  to  resume  his  positions. 
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Freed  from  the  presence  of  his  enter- 
prising and  daring  opponent.  Sir  Lutold 
carried^  by  his  frequent  sorties,  havoc  into 
the  peaceful  bosom  of  the  country,  and 
kept  the  minds  of  the  wretched  inhabi- 
tants in  a  state  of  constant  alarm  and  ap- 
prehension, worse  even  than  the  reality: 
to  attempt  to  pursue  these  ravagers  into 
the  swamps  and  wildnesses,  to  which  they 
fled,  when  their  return  was  cut  off,  was 
impracticable,  and  subversive  of  the  main 
design  of  the  campaign;  besides  the  only 
consequence  of  venturing  into  these  intri- 
cate fastnesses,  was  to  offer  themselves 
willing  and  easy  victims  to  their  savage 
and  lurking  foes:  leaving  therefore  a 
corps  of  observation  to  repress  their  ex- 
cursions, expecting  they  would  shortly 
be  compelled  to  surrender  from  want  of 
provisions;  Sir  Rodolph  again  advanced 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  to  pur- 
sue his  ulterior  projects. 

Proposals  were  now  made  to  the  Count 
of  Tockenburg,    (who   had   remained   a 
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prisoner  since  the  last  action)  to  abandon 
the  sinking  cause  of  Sir  Lutold,  and  retire 
to  his  own  castle^  which  was  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  son,  who  had  not  joined  the 
enemy;  and  that  that  part  of  the  territory 
which  was  now  occupied  by  the  troops  of 
the  league,  should  be  restored,  on  condi- 
tion of  his  recalling  his  retainers  from  the 
standard  of  the  enemy.  Celebrated  for  the 
noble  ffonkness  of  his  disposition,  and 
superior  to  the  practice  of  deception.  Sir 
Henry  was  permitted  to  communicate  in 
person  wnth  Sir  Lutold,  on  giving  his 
honor  as  a  knight  to  return  to  the  camp, 
should  he  fail  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
permission :  he  was  also  authorised  to  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  league,  a  free  passage 
for  the  Count's  troops  and  treasures,  with 
the  quiet  possession  of  part  of  his  exten- 
sive territories,  on  condition  of  surrender- 
ing the  castle  of  Regensberg. 

Conscious  that  he  had  bravely  supported 
his  friends,  and  had  ruined  his  own  bright 
hopes  in  their  cause,  the  Lord  of  Tocken- 
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burg  readily  accepted  these  liberal  offers, 
as  the  only  means  of  securing  his  liberty 
and  estates :  a  parley  having  been  de- 
manded, and  a  promise  given,  that  he 
should  be  permitted  to  return,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Regensberg,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  every  mark  of  respect,  due  to 
the  distinguished  courage,  and  fidelity 
which  he  had  displayed ;  and  being  con- 
ducted to  a  private  apartment,  he  unfolded 
the  terms  with  which  he  was  entrusted. 

''  We  hav^e  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy, 
have  shared  the  dangers  of  many  a  bloody 
field,  and  have  reciprocally  performed 
acts  of  friendship,  you  will  therefore 
readily  imagine,  and  do  me  justice  in  be- 
lieving, that  my  earnest  request  and  en- 
treaties, that  you  should  at  once  accept  the 
proposals  of  the  league,  can  alone  be 
dictated  by  the  sincerest  interest  in  your 
welfare,  honor,  and  advantage.  You  have 
already  performed  all  that  a  brave  and 
skilful  general  could  achieve,  and  if  you 
have  failed  of  success,  with  all  your  re- 

VOL.  II.  N 


266  SIR    RODOLPH 

sources  in  the  most  flourishing  condition, 
what  can  you  expect  with  your  numbers 
diminished,  and  worn  out  with  fatigue, 
and  every  species  of  privation  ? 

"  Hope  oft  cheers  us  to  noble  daring, 
and  frequently  produces  the  desired  suc- 
cess, but  with  the  solitary  exception  of  the 
late  repulse  of  the  enemy's  assault,  and 
temporary  retreat,  she  has  long  abandoned 
our  cause,  and  nought  but  gloom  remains. 
Our  castles  are  mostly  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  and  no  chance  exists  of  recruiting 
our  forces,  for  few  are  willing  to  play  a 
losing  game.  To  reverse  the  picture ; — ■ 
the  ranks  of  the  besiegers  are  daily  filled 
up  by  the  numerous  detachments  which 
arrive,  their  camp  is  amply  supplied  with 
provisions  and  warlike  stores,  necessary  to 
push  their  operations  to  a  successful  issue. 
And  what  is  their  demand? — that  you 
should  evacuate  a  castle  already  tumbling 
into  ruins,  and  which  must  necessarily  soon 
fall  into  their  hands.  If  life  has  no  charms 
for  yourself,    remember    your    unhappy 
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daughter;  for  what  clangers  do  you  reserve 
her !  Think  you  that  a  castle,  liable 
every  moment  to  a  general  assault,  is  a 
proper  residence  for  a  delicate  girl  ?  In 
regard  to  myself,  an  offer  has  been  made 
of  restoring  my  property,  on  condition  of 
withdrawing  my  troops  from  Regensberg; 
you  will  be  the  best  judge,  therefore,  whe- 
ther compliance  with  these  conditions  will 
militate  against  your  interests." 

Contending  passions  agitated  the  soul 
of  Sir  Lutold,  during  this  address,  for 
though  he  had  passed  his  life  amidst  scenes 
of  rapine  and  violence,  he  was  yet  occa- 
sionally alive  to  the  softer  feelings  of  the 
heart,  where  the  female  sex  was  concerned, 
and  his  paternal  affection  awakened  the 
most  lively  fears  for  the  safety  of  his 
daughter,  and  he  replied  to  Sir  Henry — 

''  Firmly  persuaded,  that  whilst  liberty 
remained,  you  would  have  nobly  fulfilled 
your  engagements,  I  can  have  no  wish  to 
detain  you  in  useless  captivity;  diminished 
also  as  your  troops  are  in  number,  they 
N  2 
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add  but  little  to  the  strength  of  the  garri- 
son, and  it  affords  me  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion in  granting  the  necessary  permission 
to  withdraw  them  ;  for  mine  own  part,  I 
must  resolutely  refuse  all  terms,  and  bid- 
ding proud  defiance  to  their  united  efforts, 
I  will  either  conquer  or  perish  in  the  cause 
I  have  espoused.  I  would,  however, 
readily  accept  their  offers,  for  a  safe  con- 
duct for  my  beloved  daughter,  had  I  a 
friend  to  protect  her." 

Sir  Henry  kindly  proposed  to  conduct 
the  fair  Ludovinato  the  Convent  of  Teck- 
ingen,  a  convenient  and  honorable  asylum, 
where  she  might  remain  in  safety,  until 
the  termination  of  the  present  contest 
should  again  enable  Sir  Lutold  to  offer 
her  the  protection  of  the  paternal  abode. 

"  But  what  necessity  is  there  for  this 
separation?  reason  itself  dictates  to  you 
the  propriety  of  yielding,  for  even  now 
the  Knights  of  Balder  and  Glanzenberg, 
with  several  others  of  the  bravest  of 
our  supporters,  have  deserted  your  stan- 
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dards,  and  joined  the  league  of  Zurich, 
excusing'  themselves  under  the  declaration 
that  the  Count  of  Hapsburg  is  invincible; 
whilst  Rinaldo,  and  the  Abbot  of  Muntz- 
berg  have,  in  consequence  of  the  pretended 
difficulty  of  forcing  their  way  back  to 
your  castle,  marched  with  their  numerous 
followers  into  Italy,  a  soil  congenial  to 
their  intriguing  dispositions.  I  v/ill,  how- 
ever, do  the  gallant  Knights  first  named 
the  justice  to  declare,  that  they  did  not 
accept  the  terms  proposed,  until  their 
castles  were  taken,  and  their  territories 
occupied  by  the  league ;  and  although 
joining  the  confederacy^  they  have  yet 
stipulated,  not  to  act  against  you  in  the 
present  contest. 

"  But  as  for  those  designing  Italians, 
they  have  sealed  their  infamy  by  an  act 
of  treachery ;  for  Rodolph  himself  assured 
me,  that  he  was  in  no  condition  to  prevent 
their  return;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
you  have  already  discovered  the  plan  to 
have  been  preconcerted,  and  that   they 
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have  carried  their  treasures  with  them. 
Reflect  well  on  all  these  disastrous  circum- 
stances." 

Dinner  w^as    immediately   served,   and 
the  Count  of  Tockenburgmade  such  good 
use  of  the  time  allowed  him,  previous  to 
his  departure  with  his  retainers,  that  the 
pride  of  Lutold  at  length  yielded  to  his 
entreaties :  he  consented  to  allow  him  to 
negociate  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     Drink- 
ing the  parting  cup,  he  marched  to  the 
camp  of  the  besiegers,  where  every  thing 
was  soon  arranged,    Sir   Rodolph  being 
empowered    to   sign  the    treaty    on    the 
part  of  Zurich  and  its  allies.     Sir  Henry 
struggled  to  retain  possession  of  Regens- 
berg,  but  this  being  peremptorily  refused, 
it  was  finally  determined  that  Sir  Lutold 
should  evacuate  it  with  his  troops,  stores, 
and    treasures ;    that    the    works    should 
be  immediately  dismantled;  and  that  he 
should  also  cede  all  that  part  of  his  terri- 
tory in  the  vicinity  of  Zurich. 

These  stipulations  being  performed,  and 
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Sir  Henry  having  settled  the  terms  of  his 
own  ransom  with  his  captor,  departed  to 
his  castle.  Thus  this  important  war  was 
brought  to  a  happy  conclusion,  by  the 
courage,  skill,  and  great  perseverance  of 
the  gallant  Count  of  Hapsburg;  and  Fame, 
with  her  hundred  brazen  tongues,  spread 
his  martial  genius  and  renown  throughout 
the  Empire  of  Germany. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Viewing  the  situation  of  Sir  Lutold  a^ 
critical,  and  the  fall  of  Regensberg  as  an 
event  extremely  probable,  the  Abbot 
Bertoldo  and  his  wily  countryman,  soon 
came  to  the  determination  of  leaving  their 
gallant  associate,  to  support  his  own  tot- 
tering cause,  and  of  seeking  their  fortune 
under  happier  auspices ;  but  how  to  es- 
cape from  their  present  entanglement, 
was  the  difficulty,  as  Sir  Lutold  was 
strong  enough  to  oppose,  and  even  to 
punish  any  open  attempt,  to  abandon  his 
standards ;  and  privately  to  retire  with 
their  numerous  retainers,  undiscovered, 
would  be  equally  impracticable ;  to  open 
a  secret  negociation  with  the  Count  of 
Hapsburg  would  be  also  useless,  as  he  was 


OF    HAPSBURG.  273 

highly  incensed  against  them,  for  the  ra- 
vages they  had  committed  on  his  own 
property,  as  well  as  on  that  of  his  allies ; 
and  he  had  publicly  declared,  in  regard 
to  the  Count  Rinaldo,  that  he  would 
punish  his  breach  of  the  rights  of  hospita- 
lity, in  his  infamous  attack  on  the  castle  of 
Greiffen,  by  degradation  from  his  rank  as 
knightj  and  by  inflicting  on  him  the  death 
of  a  felon ; — independent  of  these  feelings, 
Sir  Rodolph  felt  himself  so  strong,  that 
he  would  hear  of  no  terms,  but  uncondi- 
tional surrender.  The  two  worthies  w^ere 
therefore  reduced,  to  the  only  alterna- 
tive, of  endeavouring  to  force  their  way, 
in  the  event  of  a  general  sortie ;  and  as 
they  had  confined  their  recent  contribu- 
tions on  the  neighbourhood,  to  money  and 
light  ornaments  of  value  ;  their  plunder 
being  portable,  they  were  consequently 
in  readiness  to  retreat  at  any  moment. 

This   wished   for  opportunity,    was   at 
last  afforded  them,  and  they  succeeded  in 
forcing  their  way  through  the  enemy,  in 
N  3 
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the  last  grand  attack ;  but  contrary  to 
their  proposed  plan,  of  following  the  di- 
rect route  to  Italy ;  being  closely  pursued 
by  the  troops  of  Zurich,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  take  refuge  in  the  swamps  and 
morasses,  which  still  appertained  to  the 
Count  of  Regensberg,  and  the  entrance 
to  which,  was  defended  by  a  small  castle. 

Fortunately  for  the  troops,  their  lea- 
ders were  too  wily  and  experienced,  to 
leave  any  thing  to  chance^  and  had  secret- 
ly provided  each  man  w^ith  three  days 
provision ;  but  this  stock  they  resolved  if 
possible  to  leave  untouched,  and  to  rely 
on  the  scanty  supply  from  their  friends 
in  the  castle,  who  of  course  were  ignorant 
of  their  intentions,  to  desert  their  lord  in 
his  distress,  and  consequently  readily 
granted  all  their  demands,  as  far  as  their 
means  would  admit. 

Although  not  actually  pursued  into 
this  retreat,  still  they  were  closely  block- 
aded by  the  enemy,  and  would  inevitably 
have   been  obliged  to  surrender^,  in  the 
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course  of  a  few  days,  had  not  fortune  un- 
expectedly befriended  them  in  their  emer- 
gency ;  in  consulting  with  the  governor  of 
Steinberg,  on  the  best  mode  of  escaping 
from  this  dangerous  position,  and  again  re- 
joining the  Count,  they  ascertained  that  one 
of  his  followers,  was  acquainted  with  an  in- 
tricate path  through  the  morass,  which 
led  to  Mount  Steinberg,  immediately 
parallel  to  the  great  route,  by  which  the 
pilgrims  coming  from  Italy,  usually  tra- 
velled on  their  visits  to  Einsidlin:  that  by 
crossing  the  mountain,  which  was  not  very 
difficult  of  ascent,  as  the  Count's  retain- 
ers frequently  hunted  in  that  direction, 
they  would  be  out  of  all  danger  of  pur- 
suit, and  would  be  enable  to  reach  Re- 
gensberg  in  safety,  by  the  road  along  the 
lake. 

The  plan,  to  men  in  their  desperate  si- 
tuation, appeared  perfectly  feasible,  and 
they  without  hesitation  adopted  it;  as 
soon  therefore  as  the  night  concealed 
their  movements  from  the  observation  of 
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their  enemies,  they  commenced  their 
march,  pursuing  their  path  in  perfect 
silence,  but  not  without  encountering 
great  difficulties,  and  they  had  scarcely 
reached  the  foot  of  Mount  Steinberg, 
when  morning  dawned ;  but  fortune  favor- 
ed them,  as  a  heavy  mist  obscured  the 
surrounding  objects,  and  enabled  them  to 
proceed  in  security. 

To  prevent  their  enemies  forming  any 
suspicion  of  their  design,  it  was  settled 
between  Count  Rinaldo  and  the  governor 
of  the  castle,  that  a  party  of  men  should 
be  sent  to  keep  up  the  regular  fires,  in  the 
position  they  had  cccupied,  so  that  hear- 
ing the  usual  hum  of  their  voices,  they 
would  congratulate  themselves  on  still  re- 
taining them  in  their  net,  and  that  in  a 
few  days,  they  would  be  compelled  to 
surrender  at  discretion,  from  want  of 
provisions. 

The  difficulty  of  surmounting  the  hill, 
proved  much  greater  than  they  had  ex- 
pected, for  the  route  which  was  pratica- 
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ble,  and  comparatively  easy  for  an  indi- 
vidual, unincumbered  with  arms  and 
baggage,  opposed  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  to  the  passage  of  a  considerable 
body  of  soldiers,  fully  accoutred ;  but  this 
was  no  ordinary  occasion,  as  their  plunder, 
liberty,  and  lives,  were  in  jeopardy;  exer- 
ting therefore  all  their  energies,  and  ani- 
mated by  the  example  and  exhortations 
of  their  enterprising  chiefs,  they  at  length 
saw  their  efforts  crowned  with  success, 
and  the  view  of  their  intended  path  re- 
vived their  drooping  spirits.  To  lull  the 
suspicions  of  their  guide,  Bertoldo  made 
many  enquiries  regarding  the  route  to 
Regensberg,  and  then  dismissed  him  with 
a  handsome  reward. 

Availing  themselves  of  the  shelter  of 
the  forest,  at  the  termination  of  their 
descent,  on  the  opposite  face  of  Steinberg, 
the  leaders  proposed  a  halt,  until  the  men 
had  recovered  their  fatigues,  and  then 
conscious  of  the  precious  value  of  time 
reformed  their  bands,  and  bidding  adieu 
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to  the  fields  and  mountains  of  Switzer- 
land, pursued  their  rapid  march  towards 
their  native  Italy.  Well  acquainted  v/ith 
all  the  principal  passes  of  the  Alps,  they 
had  no  occasion  for  guides,  and  when  be- 
yond the  fear  of  pursuit,  they  began  to 
slacken  the  rapidity  of  their  retreat,  and 
allowed  their  followers  time  to  recruit 
their  strength,  exhausted  by  such  great  ex- 
ertions. Passing  the  Alps  at  their  leisure, 
they  at  length  hailed  with  delight,  the 
fruitful  plains  of  Italy. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  determine 
on  their  future  proceedings,  whether  to 
remain  united  for  their  mutual  benefit,  or 
to  separate,  and  pursue  their  individual 
interests;  but  Bertoldo  accidentally  hear- 
ing of  the  robbery  of  the  Cardinal  Leo- 
nato,  in  the  defiles  of  the  Alps,  and  of  his 
subsequent  return  to  Milan,  there  to  await 
fresh  instructions  from  the  Roman  go- 
vernment, determined,  before  forming 
any  positive  decision  in  regard  to  his  fu- 
ture course^  to  proceed  in  the  first  instance 
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to  Milan,  and  hold  a  conference  with  his 
old  friend  and  acquaintance,  Leonato. 
The  Count,  equally  uncertain  as  to  his 
plans,  resolved  to  proceed  to  his  castle  of 
Chiaveno,  near  the  town  of  Masserano,  in 
Piedmont;  and  at  the  same  time  offered 
protection  to  the  retainers  of  Bertoldo, 
until  his  return  from  ]Milan  ;  which  propo- 
sal was  readily  accepted  by  his  friend. 

Bertoldo,  without  having  any  fixed  ob- 
ject, determined  to  take  advantage  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  justly  imagining  that  a 
man  of  Leonato's  luxurious  habits,  would 
hardly  abandon  the  ease  and  pleasures  of 
the  capital,  for  the  dangers  of  the  Alps, 
and  the  turbulent  country  of  Germany, 
(where  from  the  absence  of  a  regular  and 
vigorous  government,  the  traveller  could 
expect  no  security)  without  some  strong 
motive  of  interest;  resolved  to  escort  him 
with  his  trusty  retainers,  should  the  Car- 
dinal propose  to  make  a  second  attempt ; 
or  at  all  events  to  make  use  of  his  influ- 
ence, in  either  obtaining  some  new  pre- 
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ferment,  or  succeeding  to  his  former  ab^ 
bacy. 

Unfortunately  at  the  moment  of  his 
arrival,  when  the  Cardinal  had  eagerly 
embraced  his  offer,  and  had  resolved  on 
proceeding  at  once  to  Hildesheim,  under 
his  powerful  escort,  and  securing  the  rich 
benefice  by  force,  if  gentler  means  failed ; 
there  awaited  him  fresh  orders  ;  a  courier 
arriving  from  his  brother  the  Secretary, 
and  demanding  his  immediate  presence 
at  Rome,  as  the  Pope  had  refused  his 
sanction  to  their  proceedings,  and  consent- 
ed to  appoint  another  candidate  to  the  situ- 
ation. This  was  a  death  blow  to  their  pre- 
sent plan,  and  destroyed  their  eager 
hopes:  disappointed  in  the  first  part  of  his 
expectations,  Bertoldo  having  obtained 
the  positive  promises  of  his  ally,  to  exert 
his  influence  in  his  favor,  retraced  his 
steps,  and  joined  the  Count  Rinaldo  at 
Chiaveno. 


OF  HAPSBURG.  281 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Lorenzo,  the  father  of  the  present  Count 
of  Chiaveno,  was  a  man  of  distinguished 
probity  and  talent,  and  was  not  more  ce- 
lebrated for  his  riches,  than  for  his  military- 
abilities;  animated  by  the  spirit  of  that 
warlike  age,  he  w^armly  engaged  in  those 
intestine  disputes  which  agitated  his  un- 
fortunate country,  and  as  his  extensive 
territories  enabled  him  to  support  a  nu- 
merous body  of  retainers,  his  alliance  was 
eagerly  sought  by  the  different  contend- 
ing parties;  and  as  the  side  which  he 
espoused  succeeded  or  failed,  his  fortunes 
were  at  one  time  at  the  highest  pitch,  and 
again  sunk  to  the  lowest  ebb.  At  the  pe- 
riod of  the  return  of  the  Emperor  Frede- 
rick the  Second  to  Italy,  the  gallant  Count 
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eagerly  embraced  his  cause,  and  prevailed 
on  many  of  his  friends  to  join  his  standard 
with  their  forces.  During  the  long  reign 
of  Frederick,  Lorenzo  played  a  conspi- 
cuous part  in  all  the  great  transactions  of 
that  period,  and  being  warmly  attached 
to  his  person,  as  well  by  interest,  as  by 
friendship,  accompanied  him  to  Naples  at 
the  close  of  his  reign,  and  was  present  at 
his  death. 

His  son  Rinaldo,  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent memoir,  had  been  early  introduced 
to  public  life,  and  gave  the  promise  of 
future  excellence,  having  received  his  first 
instruction  in  that  admirable  school,  the 
camp  of  the  Emperor ;  about  a  year  pre- 
vious to  whose  death,  he  was  contracted 
to  the  daughter  of  Count  Michael  of  Ma- 
rinzi,  whose  possessions  adjoined  those 
which  Lorenzo  held  near  Menza,  in  the 
Milanese  ;  and  it  was  determined  between 
the  parents,  that  the  marriage  should  be 
celebrated  on  the  return  of  the  Count  from 
Naples. 
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The  young  couple  had  been  acquainted 
from  their  infancy,  and  had  early  mani- 
fested a  rising  affection,  which,  from  being 
so  much  thrown  into  each  other's  society, 
soon  ripened  into  love;  it  was,  therefore, 
with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret,  that 
Rinaldo,  when  summoned  to  join  the  Em- 
peror, tore  himself  from  the  embrace  of 
his  beloved  Angelina:  at  first  he  even  he- 
sitated to  obey  the  order,  and  swore  that  he 
would  rather  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  her 
smiles,  than  be  crowned  with  the  laurels 
even  of  victory ;  that  war  had  no  longer 
charms  for  him,  if  it  was  to  be  the  cause  of 
depriving  him  of  the  pleasures  of  her  soci- 
ety; nor  could  the  martial  clang  of  the 
trumpet  possess  attractions  for  one,  who 
was  permitted  to  listen  to  the  music  of 
her  voice. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Marinzi  pointed  out 
to  him  the  lasting  infamy  that  would  at- 
tach to  his  name,  if  he  refused  to  join  the 
standard  of  his  sovereign,  on  the  eve  of  a 
great   battle :  that  he  would  bitterly  re- 
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pent  of  his  inglorious  choice,  in  wasting 
his  youth  in  the  soft  blandishments  of  love, 
instead  of  gathering  fresh  laurels  in  the 
tented  field.  All  these  remonstrances 
proved  ineffectual,  and  it  was  not  till 
Michael  succeeded  in  convincing  his 
daughter,  of  the  contempt  it  would  bring 
on  her  future  husband,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
youthful  and  warlike  nobility  of  the  coun- 
try, if  he  pursued  his  effeminate  plan,  and 
the  danger  he  would  in  reality  run,  in 
being  constantly  exposed  to  their  insulting 
taunts,  (for  his  inactivity  would  certainly 
be  attributed  to  the  effect  of  cowardice, 
rather  than  to  the  warm  feelings  of  genu- 
ine love),  that  he  obtained  his  desired 
object,  by  arousing  her  fears. 

Angelina  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
impetuous  character  of  her  young  coun- 
trymen, and  she  was  also  sensible,  that 
her  open  partiality  for  Rinaldo,  had  ex- 
cited the  jealousy  and  hatred  of  some  of 
his  equals,  and  that  they  would  naturally 
embrace  such  a  favorable  opportunity  of 
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expressing  their  sentiments.  She  saw  all 
the  difficulties  of  her  situation,  being  fear- 
ful that  the  suspicious  temper  of  her  lover 
would  attribute  her  interference  to  the 
change  of  her  affection,  in  favor  of  some 
other  competitor  for  the  honor  of  her  hand ; 
but  regardless  of  the  fatal  consequences  to 
herself,  and  anxious  only  for  the  true  in- 
terest and  reputation  of  her  lover,  the 
generous  girl  consented  to  exert  her  influ- 
ence, in  persuading  him  to  join  the  stand- 
ard of  Frederick. 

She  was  seated  at  the  termination  of 
the  noble  terrace,  in  an  alcove  formed  of 
creepers  and  aromatic  shrubs,  which  im- 
pregnated the  air  of  the  maiden  spring 
with  fragrance,  when  Rinaldo  joined  her, 
and  as  he  kissed  the  glittering  tear  from 
her  beautiful  eye  of  deep  blue,  whilst  one 
arm  encircled  her  slender  waist,  he  said — 

'^  Why  mourns  my  Angelina?  will  she 
not  permit  her  own  Rinaldo  to  share  the 
load  of  sorrow  which  evidently  oppresses 
her?" — And  whilst  he  playfully  looked  in 
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her  face.^ — ^'  What  mighty  evil  has  hap- 
pened? Has  the  cat  destroyed  your  fa- 
vorite bird  ?  or  has  the  envious  wind  too 
rudely  kissed  your  delicate  plants  in  the 
first  opening  of  their  blossom  ?  But  yet 
that  mournful  look;  that  sudden  and  deep 
sigh,  speak  of  some  greater  evil.  My 
sweetest  Angelina,  I  did  but  trifle  with 
you ;  pardon  my  apparent  want  of  feeling, 
and  confide  your  sorrows  to  one^  who 
would  willingly  sacrifice  every  w^orldly 
pleasure  to  insure  your  happiness.  Speak^ 
my  love ;  nay,  you  alarm  me  by  this  silence, 
with  ten  thousand  fearful  anticipations  of 
evil." 

*^  You  will  not  be  surprised,  dearest 
Rinaldo,  at  my  deep  distress,  when  you 
become  acquainted  with  the  real  cause :  I 
have  indeed  undertaken  a  task,  which  fills 
me  with  alarm;  but  were  I  assured  of 
your  unshaken  affection,  the  evil,  although 
it  will  seriously  affect  my  present  happi- 
ness, would  be  infinitely  lessened.  Assure 
me,  dearest,  that  it  will  not  diminish  your 
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love:    that  you   will  give  me  credit  for 
being  actuated  by  the  purest  motives." 

'^  What  means  this  awful  preparation, 
my  Angelina?  Is  my  affection  so  false^ 
or  is  your  opinion  of  my  constancy  and 
truth  so  weak,  that  you  cannot  summon 
suflScient  resolution  to  impart  your  mise- 
ries, for  fear  I  should  fly,  when  you  most 
require  the  soothing  consolations  of  your 
lover?" 

'^  Believe  me,  Rinaldo,  that  when  you 
announced  your  intention  to  neglect  the 
severe  duties  of  the  camp,  for  the  softer 
pleasures  of  the  bower,  my  fond  heart 
beat  with  a  more  ecstatic  throb,  at  this 
impassioned  proof  of  devoted  attachment; 
and  in  the  intoxication  of  the  moment,  my 
weak,  womanly  love  encouraged  you,  for 
its  own  selfish  gratification,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  that  course,  which  my  reason,  now 
that  the  deceitful  veil  is  withdrawn  from 
my  eyes,  tells  me  is  unworthy  your  high 
renown.  Credit  me,  dearest,  that  your 
own  noble  spirit  would  smart  under  the 
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contumelious  expressions  of  your  com- 
panions, and  induce  you  to  hate  the  inno- 
cent cause  of  your  disgrace." 

The  youth  for  a  moment  regarded  his 
beautiful  mistress  with  suspicion,  but  ob- 
serving her  whole  frame  trembling  with 
emotion,  and  the  tears  coursing  down  her 
cheeks,  he  restrained  his  rising  anger,  and 
with  some  degree  of  tenderness;  taking 
her  hand,  replied,  "  I  fear  me,  Angelina, 
that  you  have  mistaken  the  feelings  of 
your  heart,  for  love  can  scarcely  reign 
triumphant  in  that  bosom,  where  cold 
calculation  sits  enthroned;  I  had  fondly 
hoped,  that  forgetting  the  world,  its  am- 
bition, its  cold  and  selfish  feelings,  you 
would  have  abandoned  yourself  with  me, 
to  the  joys  of  an  elysium  of  our  own  crea- 
tion; but  since  your  mind  is  still  enslaved, 
by  the  dull  maxims  of  plodding  mortals, 
and  is  unfit  for  the  ideal  pleasures  of  sweet 
imagination;  I  too  must  sacrifice  the  hopes 
of  a  fancied  dream  of  happiness,  and  like 
some  ingenious  automaton,    woo,    as  my 
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noble  father  directs  the  moves.  Adieu, 
Angelina,  until  the  moment,  when  having 
returned  from  school,  our  good  papas  shall 
pull  the  string,  and  the  two  obedient 
figures,  dutifully  advancing,  shall  be  united 
without  feeling  or  passion,  in  the  cold 
bonds  of  matrimony."  And  his  hand 
dropped  from  her  waist  at  the  moment. 

"  This  is  indeed  unlike  yourself,  Rinal- 
do;  your  manner  is  cold,  and  your  words 
are  bitter:  reflect  for  an  instant,  and  you 
will  repent  your  cruelty :  but  perhaps  you 
are  not  serious,  you  are  only  trying  me — ■ 
your  own  reason  must  tell  you,  that  the 
sacrifice  is  all  on  my  part ;  for  man  never 
dwells  long  on  his  sorrows  ;  mixing  in 
all  the  busy  scenes  of  life,  occupation 
soon  draws  him  from  the  consideration  of 
his  own  feelings,  and  he  becomes  engaged 
in  all  the  absorbing  passions,  which  war- 
like pursuits  engender  : — but  woman, 
hapless  woman,  is  condemned  to  compa- 
rative solitude,  and  sedentary  occupations, 
and  finds  it  more  diflBcult  to  fly  from  the 
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communion  of  her  own  painful  thoughts, 
since  every  object  around,  reminds  her  of 
her  grief;  in  vain  she  tries  to  dissipate 
them,  for  like  a  scorpion,  they  fix  their 
agonizing  sting,  and  prey  upon  her 
vitals." 

'^  True,  Angelina,    true,  I  envy  your 
superior  command  of  reason;  nature  has 
played  me  a  slippery  trick,  and  substituted 
a  woman's  heart  for  that  of  a  man :  but  if 
my  words  have  offended  you,  let  me  be- 
seech your  pardon;  for  the  vision  of  our 
early  loves  still  floats  before  me,  and  ob- 
jects are  only  discernible,  under  the  veil 
of  passion :  cold  though  your  heart  is,  you 
are  still  dear  to  me,  and  if  fate  denies  us  a 
future  meeting,  may  you  obtain  that  hap- 
piness with  another,  which  I  had  fondly 
hoped  to  share  with  you."     Raising  her 
delicate  hand  to  his  lips,  and  bidding  a 
last  adieu,  the  disappointed  youth  rushed 
from  the  presence  of  the  wretched  mai 
den. 

Many  suitors   had  contended    for  the 
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smiles  of  the  lovely  Angelina;  some  cap- 
tivated by  the  natural  graces  of  her  per- 
son, others  by  the  rich  possessions  of  her 
father,  to  which  as  an  only  child,  she 
would  in  due  course  succeed:  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  number,  was  Sir  Lu- 
dovic  of  Vallambini,  who  was  actuated 
by  the  powerful  motive  of  love,  and  per- 
haps with  the  desire  of  obtaining  the  inhe- 
ritance of  Marenzi,  which  conveniently 
joined  his  own  property.  His  visits  had 
always  been  acceptable  at  the  Castle,  and 
his  society  ever  considered  as  an  acquisi- 
tion, until  he  began  to  discover  symptons 
of  love,  which  at  first  were  not  remarked 
by  the  Count,  but  were  soon  evident  to 
the  quicker  perception  of  his  daughter. 

Having  already  given  her  heart  to  ano- 
ther, Angelina  was  too  generous  to  de- 
ceive a  worthy  man,  for  such  she  esteemed 
Sir  Ludovic;  therefore  changing  her  de- 
meanour towards  him,  instead  of  that  open 
and  innocent  freedom  of  manner,  with 
which  she  had  hitherto  received  him,  she 
o2 
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displayed  an  air  of  cold  reserve,  whenever 
he  approached  her.  This  conduct  pro- 
duced its  intended  effect,  yet  did  not 
entirely  discourage  him,  and  he  deter- 
mined on  silently  endeavouring  to  secure 
her  esteem,  instead  of  offending  her  deli- 
cacy, and  causing  a  rupture,  by  open  and 
v^arm  advances,  and  thus  be  ready  to  take 
advantage  of  any  unguarded  conduct  on 
the  part  of  her  favorite  lover ;  for  he  v^as 
better  acquainted  with  Rinaldo's  fickle 
character  than  Marenzi,  or  even  the  fair 
Angelina  herself. 

In  order,  however,  to  obtain  correct 
information  of  the  state  of  his  mistress's 
heart,  and  a  sure  friend  to  advocate  his 
cause,  during  his  frequent  absences  in  the 
camp  of  the  Emperor,  he  contrived  to 
buy  the  convenient  services  of  her  maid, 
Fiorina. 

Angelina  had  immediately  on  the  ab- 
rupt departure  of  Rinaldo,  retired  to  the 
privacy  of  her  own  apartment,  there  to 
lament  over  the  fatal  effects  of  her  gene- 
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rous  endeavour  to  shield  her  lover's  fame 
from  the  venomous  shafts  of  obloquy.  In 
the  calm  moment  of  solitude,  all  the  con- 
sequences of  her  devotion  burst  upon  her 
at  once. — His  altered  manner;— his  cold 
and  satirical  remarks,  and  the  contemp- 
tuous mode  in  which  he  spoke  of  their 
future  union,  filled  her  with  the  most 
painful  apprehensions :  there  was  a  burn- 
ing heat  in  her  brain ; — her  mouth  was 
parched  with  a  feverish  thirst; — she  spoke 
not; — she  sighed  not; — and  scarcely  ap- 
peared to  observe  her  maid,  who  had  just 
entered,  and  was  anxiously  regarding  her, 
until  a  flood  of  tears  at  length  in  some 
measure  relieved  her  breast  from  the  dread- 
ful weight  that  oppressed  it. 

It  was  now  that  Fiorina  advanced,  and 
endeavoured,  in  the  most  soothing  tone, 
to  calm  her  grief,  and  then  by  a  few  artful 
questions,  to  ascertain  its  cause.  Fearful 
of  committing  herself,  lest  her  mistress 
should  suspect  the  motive,  she  avoided 
even  mentioning  the  name  of  Ludovic, 
o  3 
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but  adroitly  contrived,  under  the  sem- 
blance of  defence,  to  create  a  feeling  of 
resentment  in  her  mind  against  Rinaldo. 
She,  however,  did  not  push  her  remarks 
too  far,  as  it  was  probable  that  the  youth 
would  become  sensible  of  his  injustice, 
when  reason  resumed  her  sway,  and 
throwing  himself  at  the  feet  of  his  for- 
giving mistress,  obtain  a  full  pardon  for 
all  his  sins. 

She  resolved,  however,  to  acquaint  Sir 
Ludovic  with  the  circumstance,  but  how 
to  manage  this  was  the  difficulty,  as  she 
had  not  learned  the  abstruse  art  of  con- 
veying her  information  by  one  of  cupid's 
able  messengers;  but  chance  favored  her 
design,  as  the  Knight  had  accidentally 
encountered  Rinaldo,  riding  like  a  mad- 
man from  the  castle,  his  whole  action  and 
countenance  clearly  announcing  that  some- 
thing unusual  had  happened ;  for  love  is 
quick-sighted,  and  Sir  Ludovic  was  sin- 
cerely attached  to  Angelina  for  her  own 
sake;,  and  was  resolved  that  his  conscience 
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should  not  impede  the  completion  of  his 
wishes;  arguing,  as  the  philosophers  of 
old,  that  it  is  justifiable  to  adopt  any 
means  to  obtain  a  good  end.  Pursuing  his 
route  in  an  opposite  direction,  the  moment 
Rinaldo  was  out  of  sight,  he  turned  his 
horse's  head  towards  the  castle,  and  emu- 
lating the  speed  of  the  enraged  and  flying 
lover,  arrived  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  a 
welcome  guest  at  the  hospitable  board* 
Having  previously  received  an  account 
from  Fiorina,  of  the  true  situation  of 
affairs. 

At  one  glance  he  perceived  the  state  of 
Angelina's  mind,  and  pitying  her  confu- 
sion, essayed  to  lead  her  from  the  contem- 
plation of  the  all-powerful  passion,  which 
absorbed  her  thoughts,  by  introducing  sub- 
jects of  general  interest,  which  he  treated 
with  great  spirit  and  vivacity,  and  at 
length  succeeded  in  raising  a  faint  smile 
onher  countenance,  and  the  resumed  friend- 
liness of  her  manner  at  parting,  proved 
that  his  efforts  had  produced  the  desired 
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effect.  He  had  originally  proposed  join- 
ing the  Emperor  with  all  expedition,  but 
delayed  for  several  days,  in  the  hope  of 
reaping  some  advantage,  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  by  those  silent  and  de- 
licate attentions  v^hich  imperceptibly  work 
their  way  to  the  heart,  and  prepare  it  to 
receive  a  future  favorable  impression. 
And  his  cause  was  greatly  promoted  by 
the  unaccountable  conduct  of  Count  Ri- 
naldo,  who  obstinately  persisted  in  his 
blind  and  cruel  resolution,  of  abandoning 
the  generous  girl  to  all  the  intensity  of  her 
sorrows;  and  fearful  that  his  returning 
love  might  overpower  his  resolution,  at 
once  commenced  his  journey  for  Naples. 

Sir  Ludovic  now  derived  the  full  bene- 
fit of  his  prudent  management,  and  was 
treated  with  encreased  attention  by  Count 
Marenzi,  in  whose  feelings  a  marked  al- 
teration had  taken  place  in  regard  to 
Rinaldo;  for  having  observed  that  some 
secret  grief  was  evidently  destroying  the 
damask  of  hisdaughter's  cheek^he  naturally 
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attributed  it  to  the  true  cause — the  extra- 
ordinary absence  of  her  lover ;  but  when 
he  was  informed  of  his  actual  departure, 
at  the  head  of  his  retainers,  without  even 
condescending  to  pay  the  compliment  of 
an  adieu,  he  demanded  an  explanation  of 
the  cause  from  his  daughter,  who,  with 
great  reluctance,  disclosed  the  subject  of 
their  last  conversation. 

The  anger  of  Marenzi  was  kindled,  and 
he  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  at  once 
with  Rinaldo,  had  not  the  remembrance 
of  his  long  friendship  with  his  father,  and 
the  compact  they  had  entered  into,  of 
uniting  their  houses,  by  the  marriage  of 
their  children,  in  some  measure  calmed  his 
passion,  and  induced  him  to  wait  the  re- 
sult of  a  communication  with  Lorenzo  on 
the  subject.  He  resolved,  however,  that 
no  consideration  should  induce  him  to  con- 
sent to  the  union,  without  a  formal  apolo- 
gy from  the  youthful  Knight,  for  his  rude 
and  ungenerous  behaviour;  and  he  inti- 
mated this  to  his  daughter. 
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It  was  under  the  impression  of  these 
feelings,  that  he  contrasted  the  conduct  of 
Vallambini,  with  that  of  his  intended  son- 
in-law,  and  the  result  was  certainly  in 
favor  of  the  former.  And  even  Angelina 
herself,  when,  after  in  vain  anxiously  ex- 
pecting the  return  of  her  repentant  lover, 
she  learnt  that  he  had  also  treated  her 
noble  father  with  undeserved  neglect,  by 
thus  abruptly  departing,  could  not  help 
feeling  the  difference  of  their  behaviour. 

Sir  Ludovic  making  an  arrangement  with 
Fiorina,  in  regard  to  obtaining  authentic 
news  of  his  mistress,  at  length  announced 
his  departure  for  the  following  day,  and 
received  a  new  proof  of  the  encreasing 
regard  of  Marenzi,  by  his  entrusting  him 
with  the  confidential  dispatch  to  Lorenzo, 
in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  his  son ;  and 
in  the  event  of  his  having  quitted  the  army 
before  his  arrival,  he  was  authorized  to 
destroy  the  letter,  without  acquainting 
Rinaldo.  Marenzi  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing the  warmest  sentiments  of  regard 
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for  his  welfare,  whilst  in  the  parting  adieus 
of  the  fair  Angelina,  there  was  a  name- 
less expression  of  regret,  which  revived 
the  dormant  hopes  of  the  politic  Sir  Lu- 
dovic,  and  encreased  his  expectations  of 
future  success,  on  the  ruins  of  her  lover's 
influence. 
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